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STATE OF CALIFORNIA GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
505 VAN NESS AVENUE 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3298 

 
October 2, 2020 
 
Erik Jacobson 
Director, Regulatory Relations 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
77 Beale St., Mail Code B13U  
P.O. Box 770000 
San Francisco, California 94177 
PGETariffs@pge.com 
 
Gary A. Stern, Ph.D. 
Managing Director,  
State Regulatory Operations 
Southern California Edison Company 
8631 Rush Street 
Rosemead, California 91770 
advicetariffmanager@sce.com 

 
Ray Ortiz  
Tariff Manager  
Southern California Gas Company 
555 W. Fifth Street, GT14D6 
Los Angeles, CA 90013-1011 
rortiz@socalgas.com 
 
Sephra Ninow 
Associate Director, Regulatory Affairs 
Center for Sustainable Energy® 
3980 Sherman Street, Suite 170 
San Diego, California 92110 
sephra.ninow@energycenter.org 
 
 

Subject: Disposition Approving Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) AL 5677-G, 
Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) Advice Letter 4294-G/5922-E, Southern 
California Edison Company (SCE) AL 4277-E, and Center for Sustainable Energy 
(CSE) AL 116-E Proposed Updates to the Self-Generation Incentive Program 
(SGIP) Handbook Pursuant to Decision 20-07-015 and  
Standard Disposition Letter for CSE AL 110-E/-A, et al.  

 
Dear Mr. Ortiz, Mr. Jacobson, Dr. Stern, and Ms. Ninow: 
 
Pursuant to CPUC decision (D.) 20-07-015, on August 20, 2020 SoCalGas filed the following joint 
advice letter (AL) on behalf of the SGIP Program Administrators (PAs): SoCalGas AL 5677-G, PG&E 
AL 4294-G/5922-E, SCE AL 4277-E, and CSE AL 116-E (SoCalGas AL 5677-G et al.) (collectively, 
the Joint SGIP PAs   
 
After review, the Energy Division has determined that the Joint SGIP PAs  AL is in compliance with 
Ordering Paragraph (OP) 6 and OP 7 of Decision (D.)20-07-015 and is approved effective October 2, 
2020.  
 
The Joint SGIP PAs  AL addresses the requirements of OP 6 of D.20-07-015 which directed the SGIP 
PAs to submit an AL proposing changes to the SGIP handbook to implement all modifications 
adopted in that decision other than those addressed in a prior AL pursuant to OP 4. The Joint SGIP 
PAs  AL also addresses the requirements of OP 7 of D.20-07-015 by proposing a one-time streamlined 
process allowing applicants to modify their SGIP application to take advantage of opportunities to 
follow different requirements on duration of the SGIP energy storage system without losing their 
priority position in the SGIP application queue.  
 
The Joint SGIP PAs  AL also addresses clarifying edits to the SGIP Handbook that were suggested by 
the California Solar & Storage Association (CALSSA) in its protest to a previous Joint SGIP PA AL; 
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CSE 110-E/E-A et al.1 In the non-standard disposition letter on CSE 110-E/E-A et al., Energy 
Division staff recommended that the PAs implement changes to 
streamline and improve the clarity of the SGIP Handbook within 60 days of the effective date of that
disposition letter (June 29, 2020). 
 
On September 9, 2020 CALSSA filed a timely response to the Joint SGIP PAs  AL. 
response suggests relatively minor edits to the SGIP Handbook to clarify content and eligibility rules. 
We agree that some of the clarifications suggested by CALSSA may be helpful, however, we find that 
these requested edits are not critical for the approval of this AL, nor for compliance with OP 6 and OP 
7 of D.20-07-015. We instead recommend that the SGIP PAs consider  suggested edits, 
particularly those related to non-residential equity project eligibility discussed in section 4.1.1.1 of the 
Handbook, in the next iteration of the Handbook that is submitted to the Energy Division. 
 
In addition to our approval of the Joint SGIP PAs  AL, this disposition letter provides an updated 
version of the SGIP Equity Resiliency Eligibility Matrices to reflect the eligibility rules described in 
D.20-07-015. These eligibility matrices update a precursor residential matrix provided to the SGIP PAs 
through Energy  non-standard disposition letter of PG&E AL 4218-G/G-A/5764-E/E-A et 
al.2 issued on February 26, 2020 and a precursor non-residential matrix provided to the SGIP PAs 

non-standard disposition letter of CSE 110-E/E-A. Energy Division 
requests that the SGIP PAs use the attached matrices to replace the ones currently posted on the 
statewide SGIP website to help clarify the SGIP equity resiliency eligibility rules for residential and non-
residential customers. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Edward Randolph 
Deputy Executive Director for Energy and Climate Policy /Director, Energy Division 
 
cc: Scott Murtishaw, Senior Advisor, California Solar & Storage Association   

  Service List R.12-11-005 
 

Attachment A: SGIP Equity Resiliency Eligibility Matrix  Residential Customers, version 2 
Attachment B: SGIP Equity Resiliency Eligibility Matrix  Non-Residential Customers, version 2 
 

 
 

1 CSE AL 110-E, SCE 4192-E, SoCalGas AL 5619-G, and PG&E AL 4237-G/5808-E: Proposed Revisions to the Self-Generation 
Incentive Program Handbook to Further Incorporate Requirements Pursuant to Decision D.20-01-021 was filed on April 15, 2020. This 
Joint AL was supplemented on June 5, 2020. 
2 PG&E AL 4218-G/5764-E, SCE AL 4167-E, SoCalGas AL 5589-G, and CSE AL 109-E: Proposed Revisions to the Self-Generation 
Incentive Program Handbook to Further Incorporate Requirements Pursuant to Decision D.19-09-027 was filed February 18, 2020. The 
Joint AL was supplement on March 20, 2020. 
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August 20, 2020 
 
 
 
 
Advice No. 5677 
(Southern California Gas Company – U 904 G) 
 
Advice 4294-G/5922-E 
(Pacific Gas and Electric Company – U 39 M) 
 
Advice 4277-E 
(Southern California Edison Company – U 338 E) 
 
Advice 116-E 
(Center for Sustainable Energy) 
 
Public Utilities Commission of the State of California 
 
Subject:  Proposed Updates to the Self-Generation Incentive Program (SGIP) 

Handbook Pursuant to Decision 20-07-015 and Energy Division’s Non-
Standard Disposition Letter for CSE AL 110-E/-A, et al. 

 
Purpose 
 
Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas), Pacific Gas & Electric Company (PG&E), 
Southern California Edison Company (SCE), and Center for Sustainable Energy® (CSE) 
(collectively SGIP Program Administrators or PAs) hereby jointly submit to the California 
Public Utilities Commission (CPUC or Commission) this Advice Letter (AL) to incorporate 
program changes and clarifications into the SGIP Handbook (Handbook) pursuant to 
Decision (D.) 20-07-015, Ordering Paragraphs (OPs) 6 and 7, and Energy Division’s Non-
Standard Disposition Letter for CSE AL 110-E/-A, SCE AL 4192-E/-A, SoCalGas AL 5619-
G/-A, and PG&E AL 4237-G/-A/5808-E/-A in reference to D.20-01-021.  

Ronald van der Leeden 
Director 

Regulatory Affairs 
 

555 W. Fifth Street, GT14D6 
Los Angeles, CA  90013-1011 

Tel:  213.244.2009 
Fax:  213.244.4957 

RvanderLeeden@socalgas.com  



 
 
Advice No. 5677, et al. - 2 - August 20, 2020 
 
 

   

Background 
 
On September 18, 2019, D.19-09-027 established a new Equity Resiliency Budget (ERB) for 
SGIP, modified existing equity budget incentives and eligibility rules, and directed carry-over 
of accumulated unspent funds prior to or during 2017-2019 for use through 2025.  
Subsequently on January 27, 2020, D.20-01-021 authorized ratepayer collections of $166 
million annually from 2020 to 2024 to fund SGIP for continued administration through 20251 
and adopted additional program modifications.  The PAs were directed to submit a Tier 2 AL 
to update the SGIP Handbook to reflect all program and budget modifications adopted in 
D.20-01-021.2 
 
On April 15, 2020, the PAs submitted the Tier 2 AL for SGIP Handbook Revisions Pursuant 
to D.20-01-021.3  Subsequently on May 5, 2020, several parties submitted Protests4 to CSE 
AL 110-E, et al., SGIP Handbook Revisions Pursuant to D.20-01-021.  In the May 12, 2020 
Reply to Protests, the PAs identified that some of the recommendations provided were for 
general handbook improvements that could be considered at a later date.  
 
Subsequent to a Supplemental AL filed by the PAs on June 5, 2020, a Non-Standard 
Disposition Letter to the Joint PA AL was issued on June 29, 2020, approving the PAs’ 
proposed modifications to the SGIP Handbook incorporating the requirements set forth in 
D.20-01-021.  Along with the approval, Energy Division recommended that the PAs submit a 
future AL to address those items deemed as handbook improvements along with any further 
edits that would help applicants better understand the recent program modifications. 
 
Concurrent to the disposition of the Handbook modifications pursuant to D.20-01-021, as 
outlined, on April 1, 2020, the California Solar & Storage Association (CALSSA) filed a 
Petition for Modification (PFM) proposing modifications to D.19-09-027 and D.20-01-021.  
The Joint IOUs and CSE responded separately on May 1, 2020, supporting select items that 
were deemed to improve clarification of the recent program modifications to the Handbook.  
On July 21, 2020, the Commission issued D.20-07-015 granting some of the modifications to 
D.19-09-027 and D.20-01-021 from the recommendations in CALSSA’s PFM and directed 
the PAs to submit a Tier 2 AL to incorporate the new handbook language. 
 
This AL incorporates additional handbook improvements and modifications including those 
recommended in the June 29, 2020 Non-Standard Disposition Letter, in addition to the 
requirements outlined in OPs 6 and 7 of D.20-07-015, which directed the PAs to submit a 
Tier 2 AL within 30 days incorporating the handbook edits and asked the PAs to propose a 
one-time streamlined process allowing applicants to modify their application without losing 
their position. 
 
 
 
 

 
1 This authorization was established by SB 700, prioritizing allocation of 2020 - 2024 collections in 
accordance with AB 1144 (Stats. 2019, ch. 394). 
2 D.20-01-021 at OP 5. 
3 CSE 110-E, et al. 
4 CESA, CALSSA & Tesla Protests. 
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Discussion 
 
Pursuant to D.20-07-015, OPs 6 and 7, the following are proposed modifications to the 
Handbook, which are summarized below and shown in Attachment A with modifications 
marked in blue.  For reference, previously proposed handbook edits submitted by PAs to the 
CPUC that have not yet been adopted are marked in red or purple in Attachment A. 
 
Equity and Non-Equity Budget Projects Without Backup Capability Can Choose the 
Legacy Incentive Step-Down Structure Adopted in D.16-06-055 

 
The CPUC adopted CALSSA’s alternate pathway proposal for equity and general market 
budget projects not providing resiliency.5  Both Equity and Non-Equity budget projects not 
intending to provide backup resiliency are eligible using the legacy incentive step-down 
structure that was adopted in D.16-06-055.6  Projects pursuing this pathway will not be 
required to fulfill the eight safety measures adopted in D.19-09-027; however, these projects 
will be required to demonstrate that the host customers have been informed their systems 
are not intended to provide backup resiliency.7  

 
Projects intending to provide resilient backup power and electing the pathway adopted in 
D.19-09-027 maintain the reduced step-down structure for longer duration resilient systems 
adopted in that Decision and, as such, will continue to be required to fulfill the eight safety 
measures.8 

 
Affected Handbook Section(s): 
Section 5.4.1 Reservation Request Requirements, #7 

 
Food Banks, Homeless Shelters, and Independent Living Centers Revised Eligibility 
Requirement for the Equity Resiliency Budget 

 
Food banks, homeless shelters, and independent living centers are nonresidential entities 
that will not be required to demonstrate proof that they serve at least one community eligible 
for the equity budget to be eligible for the Equity Resiliency Budget.  However, these 
customers will still be required to demonstrate they are in a Tier 3 or Tier 2 High Fire-Threat 
District or that their electricity was shut off during two or more discrete Public Safety Power 
Shutoff (PSPS) events.9 

 
Affected Handbook Section(s): 
Section 4.1.1.3 Eligibility for the Equity Resiliency Budget 

 
 
 
 

 
5 D.20-07-015 at 27. 
6 D.16-06-055 at COL 23 & 24. 
7 D.20-07-015 at OP 1(k), (o), (s) and OP 3(h-j) and (l-m). 
8 D.20-07-015 at COL 3 and OP 1(b-j), (m-n), (r), and OP 3(d-e) and (g). 
9 D.20-07-015 at COL 4 and OP 3(b-c), (k), and (n). 
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Equity Budget Eligibility Criteria (as adopted in D.17-10-004)  
 

D.19-09-027 was corrected by D.19-12-065 to include inadvertent omissions, and the 
proposed handbook modifications accurately reflect the latest equity budget eligibility 
requirements as shown in D.20-07-015, OP 2, Table 1: Equity Budget Eligibility Criteria.10  

 
Affected Handbook Section(s): 
Section 4.1.1.1 Host Customer Eligibility for the Equity Budget 

 
One-Time Process to Allow Applicants to Modify their Applications Without Losing 
Their Priority Position 
 
The PAs were directed to propose a one-time streamlined process to allow applicants to 
modify their application to take advantage of opportunities created by D.20-07-015 without 
losing their application priority position if this can be accomplished fairly and without undue 
program administrative burden.  The PAs are able to accommodate this request.  Applicants 
will be able to change the selected step-down structure of the application during the 
Reservation Request Form (RRF) review period by notifying their PA.  If a reservation has 
already been issued, the Applicant should contact the PA for the next steps for the specific 
application.  Additional details on permissible changes to applications can be found in 
section 2.6.1 of the 2020 SGIP Handbook. 

 
Affected Handbook Section(s): 
Section 2.6.1 Modifications Pre-ICF 
 
System Sizing for Storage Equipment – Incentives Capped at Host Customer’s 
Historical Peak Load (kW) 

 
The system size of the equipment seeking an SGIP incentive may not be greater than the 
12-month historical peak demand on site.11  The adoption of D.20-01-021 allows system 
oversizing only for projects seeking a resiliency incentive when it is necessary due to 
modular component sizes accommodating the customer’s peak load.12  The PAs clarify that 
the sizing requirements in the program remain unchanged, and systems may not seek an 
incentive for the partial capacity of a system that exceeds these sizing limitations.  
 
Additional Proposed Modifications  
 
This AL also addresses proposed handbook modifications according to recommendations 
from the Non-Standard Disposition Letter of the Tier 2 AL for SGIP Handbook Revisions 
Pursuant to D.20-01-021.13  The following are proposed modifications to the handbook, 
which stemmed from recommendations for general handbook improvements that the PAs 
determined could be considered at a later date.  In addition, the PAs have also identified 
other handbook modifications to provide further clarification to the equity and Equity 
Resiliency Budget eligibility requirements.  

 
10 D.20-07-015, OP 2, “Table 1: Equity Budget Eligibility Criteria.” 
11 2020 SGIP Handbook V.7 Section 5.2.4. 
12 D.20-01-021, OP 30. 
13 Non-Standard Disposition Letter at 7. 
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The proposed modifications to be reflected in the handbook are summarized below and 
shown in Attachment A with changes marked in blue. 
 
Equity Resiliency Budget Eligibility for Customers Who Depend on Electric Pumps for Water 

 
Since the Supplemental AL, the PAs have received informal guidance from Energy Division 
regarding the eligibility of electric well pumps.  Specifically, this guidance clarified that the 
reference to ‘household’ as identified in D.20-01-021 should be that of a primary and not a 
secondary residence relying on electric pump wells for water for Equity Resiliency Budget 
eligibility.  The Energy Division letter explains the intent of the CPUC to help mitigate 
challenges for securing necessary water supplies for rural residents during a PSPS or power 
outage event and provide Equity Resiliency Budget incentives only for the primary residence 
of the owner or tenant, not for a secondary home, vacation rental, or any other residence that 
is not the customer’s primary residence. 
 
Pending approval of this AL, the PAs will require applicants who are eligible for the Equity 
Resiliency Budget with electric well pumps to certify that the project site is the primary 
residence of the owner or tenant and/or provide documentation meeting this criterion. 
 
Affected Handbook Section(s): 
Section 4.1.1.3 Eligibility for the Equity Resiliency Budget 
Section 5.4.1 Required Documentation for Reservation Request  
 
Party Recommendations for General Handbook Improvements 

 
The following items are recommendations that were received in response to the Tier 2 AL for 
SGIP Handbook Revisions Pursuant to D.20-01-021 but considered out of scope or as 
recommendations for general handbook improvements to be considered at a later date and 
are included in Attachment A with proposed changes marked in blue.  

 
Section 1.1 Statewide Program Budget and Administrator Allocations  
 
Section 3.1.2 Energy Storage Incentive Rates 

Recommendation to provide a link to the current budget reports in the SGIP 
Handbook.  Link added to the current program metrics reports. 

 
Section 3.2.8 Residential Storage “Soft Target” 

Recommendation to move subsection 3.1.2.2. Residential Storage “Soft 
Target” to new Section 3.2.8. 

 
Section 5.4.3 Required Documentation for Incentive Claim 

Table 5.4.3, revise item 4 as follows:  
Substantiations:  

• New Construction or Expanded Load,  
• Residential Projects without Access to Approved TOU Rates,  
• Equipment Purchased after 2021, and  
• VNEM Projects14 

 
14 CALSSA Protest at 10. 
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Section 5.4.3 Required Documentation for Incentive Claim 
Added “(e.g., single-line diagram)” as an example of a plan that could be 
approved by the local authorities having jurisdiction (AHJs) showing that the 
system can operate in island mode and identifying if the project’s critical loads 
are currently isolated. 

 
Additional Handbook Clarifications  
 
In addition to minor edits and clarifying language, below is a general summary of additional 
proposed handbook modifications included in Attachment A with changes marked in blue. 

 
Section 2.3.2 Lottery Process  

Added footnote clarifying a lottery is not conducted for waitlisted applications 
 

Section 2.3.6 Waitlist and Program Closure 
Date correction 

 
Section 2.6.1 Modifications Pre-ICF 

Changes for PA approval to include change in incentive step-down 
 
Section 3.1 Incentive Rates 

Moved up notice language from Section 3.1.2.3 that vendors/developers shall 
not sell a residential storage system that receives incentives for a total price 
(before incentives) that is greater than the price they sell a comparable system 
that does not receive incentives 

 
Section 4.1.1 Host Customer 

Restructured and changed Energy Service Provider to System Owner (if not 
Host Customer) for clarification 
 

Section 4.1.1.1 Host Customer Eligibility for the Equity Budget 
Added footnote for definition of Tribal Government Agency 
 
Expanded definition in D.19-09-027 that was overlooked in previous handbook 
versions (see Order of Corrections) to include “any facility owned or operated 
by a public agency that provides services to DAC or low-income community 
members for which at least 50 percent of census tracts served are DACs or 
low-income communities” 
 
Corrected omission of income verification requirement for single family equity 
budget eligibility 

 
Section 4.1.1.3 Host Customer Eligibility for the Equity Resiliency Budget 

Added language that equity budget eligibility for customers who rely on electric 
pump wells is for households as a primary residence 
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Section 4.2.3 Permanent Installation  
Added language that the installer of the proposed SGIP system must have an 
active A, B, or C-10 license, or a C-46 license for the combined installation of 
solar photovoltaics and energy storage 
 

Section 5.3.2.1 Incentives for Resiliency Systems  
Added new subsection designated for Resiliency Systems describing “projects 
with backup capability” 
 

Section 5.3.2.2 Incentives for Non-resiliency projects (Projects without backup 
capability) 

Added new subsection designated for Non-Resiliency Systems describing 
“projects without backup capability” 
 

Section 5.4.1 Required Documentation for Reservation Request Form 
Added MASH and SOMAH reservation letters to SASH or DAC-SASH 
reservation letters 
 
Added Description of Certification/Proof of Coordination with Local Government 
and California Office of Emergency Services for clarification 
 
Electric Well Pump Eligibility – examples of acceptable documentation added 
for clarification 

 
Legislation and Regulatory Background 

Added Medical Baseline eligibility for customers without access to an approved 
TOU rate and (CALSSA PFM) Summary for Recently approved D.20-07-015 to 
table 

 
Conclusion 
 
On behalf of the Joint PAs, SoCalGas respectfully requests the Commission approve the 
proposed changes to the SGIP Handbook.  
 
Protests 
 
Anyone may protest this AL to the Commission.  The protest must state the grounds upon 
which it is based, including such items as financial and service impact, and should be 
submitted expeditiously.  The protest must be made in writing and must be received within 
20 days of the date of this AL, which is September 9, 2020.  The address for mailing or 
delivering a protest to the Commission is given below. 

 
CPUC Energy Division 
Attention:  Tariff Unit 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102 
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A copy of the protest should also be sent via e-mail to the attention of the Energy Division 
Tariff Unit (EDTariffUnit@cpuc.ca.gov).  Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the shelter at 
home orders, SoCalGas is currently unable to receive protests or comments to this AL via 
U.S. mail or fax.  Please submit protests or comments to this AL via e-mail to the addresses 
shown below on the same date they are mailed or e-mailed to the Commission. 
 
For SoCalGas: Attn:  Ray B. Ortiz  

Tariff Manager - GT14D6 
555 West Fifth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90013-1011 
Facsimile No.:  (213) 244-4957 
E-mail:  ROrtiz@socalgas.com  

 
For PG&E: Erik Jacobson 

Director - Regulatory Relations 
c/o Megan Lawson 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
77 Beale Street, Mail Code B13U 
P.O. Box 770000 
San Francisco, CA 94177  
Facsimile No.:  (415) 973-3582 
E-mail:  PGETarrifs@pge.com 

 
For SCE: Gary A. Stern, Ph.D. 

Managing Director – Statewide Regulatory Operations 
Southern California Edison Company 
8631 Rush Street 
Rosemead, CA 91770 
Telephone No.:  (626) 302-9645 
Facsimile No.:  (626) 302-6396 
E-mail:  AdviceTariffManager@sce.com   

 
 And 
 

Laura Genao 
Managing Director, State Regulatory Affairs 
c/o Karyn Gansecki 
Southern California Edison Company 
601 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 2030 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
Facsimile No.:  (415) 929-5544 
E-mail:  Karyn.Gansecki@sce.com 

 
For CSE: Sephra Ninow 
 Director, Regulatory Affairs 
 Center for Sustainable Energy® 
 3980 Sherman Street, Suite 170 
 San Diego, CA 92110 
 E‐mail:  sephra.ninow@energycenter.org  
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Effective Date 
 
SoCalGas believes that this submittal is subject to Energy Division disposition and should be 
classified as Tier 2 (effective after staff approval) pursuant to General Order (GO) 96-B. 
Therefore, SoCalGas respectfully requests that this submittal become effective on 
September 19, 2020, which is 30 days from the date submitted. 
 
Notice 
 
A copy of this AL is being sent to SoCalGas’ GO 96-B service list and the Commission’s 
service lists in R.12-11-005 and R.20-05-012.  Address change requests to the GO 96-B 
service list should be directed via e-mail to tariffs@socalgas.com or call 213-244-2837.  For 
changes to all other service lists, please contact the Commission’s Process Office at 415-
703-2021 or via e-mail at process_office@cpuc.ca.gov. 
 
 
 
 
      /s/ Ronald van der Leeden  

Ronald van der Leeden 
Director - Regulatory Affairs 
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