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SUBJECT: Request to Establish a Subaccount in the Public Policy Charge Balancing 

Account (PPCBA) for San Joaquin Valley Disadvantaged Communities 

(SJVDAC) Data Gathering Plan and Net Energy Metering (NEM) 

Measurement and Evaluation Costs. 

 

 

Dear Mr. Jacobson: 

 

 

Advice Letter 4086-G and 5520-E are effective as of April 5, 2019. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Edward Randolph 

Deputy Executive Director for Energy and Climate Policy/ 

Director, Energy Division 

 
 



 

 

 Erik Jacobson 

Director 

Regulatory Relations 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company 

77 Beale St., Mail Code B13U 

P.O. Box 770000 

San Francisco, CA  94177 

 

 Fax: 415-973-3582 

April 5, 2019 
 
  
Advice 4086-G/5520-E 
(Pacific Gas and Electric Company ID U 39 M) 

 
 
Public Utilities Commission of the State of California 
 
Subject: Request to Establish a Subaccount in the Public Policy Charge 

Balancing Account (PPCBA) for San Joaquin Valley Disadvantaged 
Communities (SJVDAC) Data Gathering Plan and Net Energy Metering 
(NEM) Measurement and Evaluation Costs 

 
Purpose 
 
Pursuant to Advice 4030-G/5408-E submitted on October 22, 2018 (Request to Establish 
the San Joaquin Valley Disadvantaged Communities Data Gathering Plan Memorandum 
Account (SJVDAC DGPMA) and Adopt PG&E’s Recommended Approach for Tracking, 
Recording and Recovering Associated Costs) effective as of November 21, 2018, and 
Advice 5420-E submitted on November 2, 2018 (Establish the Net Energy Metering 
(NEM) Balancing Account for Measurement & Evaluation per Decision 18-09-044 
Ordering Paragraph 13) effective as of December 2, 2018, Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company (PG&E) submits this Tier 1 advice letter to establish a subaccount for the San 
Joaquin Valley Disadvantaged Communities (SJVDAC) Data Gathering Plan and Net 
Energy Metering (NEM) measurement and evaluation costs in the Public Policy Charge 
Balancing Account (PPCBA). 
 
Background 
 
In 2015, the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC or Commission) initiated a 
rulemaking to identify disadvantaged communities in the San Joaquin Valley, and then to 
evaluate the feasibility of options to improve access to affordable energy in these 
communities.1 To assist in addressing these goals, CPUC Decision (D.) 18-08-019 
consolidated and approved with modifications the Data Gathering Plans proposed by 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E), Southern California Edison Company (SCE), 
and Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas). The Data Gathering Plan will gather 
baseline data on energy, household and community conditions within SJVDACs. D.18-

                                            
1 Order Instituting Rulemaking to Identify Disadvantaged Communities in the San Joaquin Valley 

and Provide Economically Feasible Options for Affordable Energy, R. 15-10-030, p. 2 (April 3, 
2015). 
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08-019, Ordering Paragraph (OP) 14, directed PG&E, SCE, and SoCalGas to each 
establish a new memorandum account to record and recover costs associated with the 
Data Gathering Plan, including Utility administrative costs, and that proposes a 
recommended approach for tracking, recording and recovering the costs associated with 
the Data Gathering Plan. The Commission said the recommended approach may include 
a proposed split for the percentage of costs associated with gas and the percentage 
associated with electric, a proposed rate design, a proposal for incorporating a gas Public 
Purpose Program (PPP) cost into surcharge rates and true-up of costs, and additional 
proposals or recommendations that are necessary to implement the requirements of the 
Decision. 
 
On October 22, 2018, pursuant to OP 14 of D.18-08-019, PG&E submitted Advice 4030-
G/5408-E to establish the SJVDAC DGPMA to track and record the costs associated with 
the Data Gathering Plan, and to propose a recommended approach for tracking, 
recording and recovering the costs associated with the Data Gathering Plan.  PG&E 
indicated it would submit a separate advice letter to add the subaccount for these data 
gathering costs once the PPCBA has been approved by the Commission.  The advice 
letter was approved and effective as of November 21, 2018.   
 
On November 2, 2018, pursuant to OP 13 of D.18-09-044, Adopting Net Energy Metering 
Consumer Protection Measures Including Solar Information Packet, PG&E submitted 
Advice 5420-E to establish the Net Energy Metering Balancing Account (NEMBA) to 
collect its proportionate share of the $2 million budget set aside for measurement and 
evaluation of the NEM successor tariff.  PG&E also indicated in this advice letter that it 
would submit a separate advice letter to add the subaccount for these measurement and 
evaluation costs once the PPCBA has been approved by the Commission. The advice 
letter was approved on November 29, 2018 and was effective as of December 2, 2018. 
 
The PPCBA was approved on January 24, 2019, effective as of September 19, 2018, in 
Advice 5363-E submitted on August 20, 2018 (Disadvantaged Communities – Single-
family Solar Homes Program Balancing Account Implementation Advice Letter). 
 
Tariff Revisions 
 
Attached to this advice letter is Electric Preliminary Statement Part HM with the revisions 
set forth below: 
 

1. Electric Preliminary Statement Part HM Public Policy Charge Balancing Account: 

• To add a Public Policy Charge Programs subaccount to track the costs 
transferred from the SJVDAC DGPMA and NEMBA which is authorized for 
recovery and the associated PPP charge revenue. 
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Protests 
 
Anyone wishing to protest this submittal may do so by letter sent via U.S. mail, facsimile 
or E-mail, no later than April 25, 2019, which is 20 days after the date of this submittal.  
Protests must be submitted to: 
 

CPUC Energy Division 
ED Tariff Unit 
505 Van Ness Avenue, 4th Floor 
San Francisco, California 94102 
 
Facsimile: (415) 703-2200 
E-mail: EDTariffUnit@cpuc.ca.gov 

 
Copies of protests also should be mailed to the attention of the Director, Energy Division, 
Room 4004, at the address shown above. 
 
The protest shall also be sent to PG&E either via E-mail or U.S. mail (and by facsimile, if 
possible) at the address shown below on the same date it is mailed or delivered to the 
Commission:  
 

Erik Jacobson 
Director, Regulatory Relations 
c/o Megan Lawson 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
77 Beale Street, Mail Code B13U 
P.O. Box 770000 
San Francisco, California 94177 
 
Facsimile: (415) 973-3582 
E-mail: PGETariffs@pge.com 
 

Any person (including individuals, groups, or organizations) may protest or respond to an 
advice letter (General Order 96-B, Section 7.4).  The protest shall contain the following 
information: specification of the advice letter protested; grounds for the protest; supporting 
factual information or legal argument; name, telephone number, postal address, and 
(where appropriate) e-mail address of the protestant; and statement that the protest was 
sent to the utility no later than the day on which the protest was submitted to the reviewing 
Industry Division (General Order 96-B, Section 3.11). 
 
Effective Date 
 
Pursuant to General Order (GO) 96-B, Rule 5.1, this advice letter is submitted with a Tier 
1 designation.  
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Notice 
 
In accordance with General Order 96-B, Section IV, a copy of this advice letter is being 
sent electronically and via U.S. mail to parties shown on the attached list and the parties 
on the service list for R.15-03-010, R.14-07-002, and R.12-11-005.  Address changes to 
the General Order 96-B service list should be directed to PG&E at email address 
PGETariffs@pge.com.  For changes to any other service list, please contact the 
Commission’s Process Office at (415) 703-2021 or at Process_Office@cpuc.ca.gov.  
Send all electronic approvals to PGETariffs@pge.com.  Advice letter submittals can also 
be accessed electronically at: http://www.pge.com/tariffs/. 
 
 
  /S/    
Erik Jacobson 
Director, Regulatory Relations 
 
Attachments 
 
cc: Service lists for R.15-03-010, R.14-07-002 and R.12-11-005 
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Yvonne Yang
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Attention: Tariff Unit
505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102 
Email: EDTariffUnit@cpuc.ca.gov 
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PUBLIC POLICY CHARGE BALANCING ACCOUNT (PPCBA)  
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Decision  Robert S. Kenney Effective  

 Vice President, Regulatory Affairs Resolution  

     
 

 

 

 

HM. Public Policy Charge Balancing Account (PPCBA) 

1.    PURPOSE:  The purpose of the Public Policy Charge Balancing Account (PPCBA) is to track 
revenues and actual costs incurred to implement adopted programs that may be funded 
through public policy funds.    

2. APPLICABILITY:  The subaccounts will apply to all bundled customer electric rate schedules, 
except for those schedules or contracts specifically excluded by the Commission. 

3. REVISION DATES: The disposition of the balances in the respective subaccounts will be 
determined through the advice letter process or an Application. 

4. RATES: The rate applicable to PPCBA is set forth in Electric Preliminary Statement Part I.      

5. ACCOUNTING PROCEDURE: The following entries will be made each month, as applicable, 
excluding amounts for Revenue Fees and Uncollectible.  

        The PPCBA has four subaccounts:  

Disadvantaged Communities Green Tariff (DAC-GT) Subaccount is a two-way balancing 
account that tracks the annual funding of the program through greenhouse gas (GHG) and 
public policy revenues compared to costs incurred to implement, operate, maintain, and 
administer the program. 
 
Community Solar Green Tariff (CS-GT) Subaccount is a two-way balancing account that 
tracks the annual funding of the program through GHG and public policy revenues compared 
to costs incurred to implement, operate, maintain, and administer the program. 
 
Disadvantaged Communities Single-Family Solar Homes (DAC-SASH) Subaccount is a 
balancing account that tracks the authorized funding through Greenhouse Gas (GHG) and 
public policy revenue against the remittance to Program Administrator to cover the cost of the 
program. 
 
Public Policy Charge Programs Subaccount is a two-way balancing account that tracks the 
adopted cost for (1) San Joaquin Valley Disadvantaged Communities Data Gathering Plan 
where the program costs are tracked in San Joaquin Valley Disadvantaged Communities Data 
Gathering Plan Memorandum Account (SJVDAC DGPMA) and (2) Net Energy Metering 
measurement and evaluation costs where the program costs are tracked in Net Energy 
Metering Balancing Account (NEMBA). 

 
        A. DAC-GT Subaccount 
 

a. An annual credit entry equal to Greenhouse gas (GHG) revenues authorized to be 
transferred from the Greenhouse Gas Revenue Balancing Account (GHGRBA). 

b. A credit entry equal to public policy revenues associated with this program. 
 

 
 
 

(T) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(T) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(N) 
I 
I 
I 
I 

(N) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

(L) 
(L) 

I 
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HM.  Public Policy Charge Balancing Account (PPCBA) (Cont’d) 

5. ACCOUNTING PROCEDURE (Cont’d):   

               A. DAC-GT Subaccount (Cont’d):   
 

c. A debit entry to reflect the net renewable resource costs and other generation-related 
program charges used to support the DAC-GT Program in excess of the otherwise 
applicable class average generation rate which will be equal to the E-GT rate premium 
excluding E-GT administration and marketing (A&M) costs and excluding the allowance 
for RF&U accounts expense, multiplied by the kWh delivered to participating customers 
for the month. (A corresponding credit entry is recorded in the ERRA). 

d. A debit entry equal to the revenue shortfall associated with 20 percent discount given 
to participating customers. 

 
e. A debit entry equal to costs of unsubscribed energy from DAC-GT dedicated 

resources. 
 

f. A credit entry equal to net revenue from sales of unsubscribed energy from DAC-GT 
dedicated resources. 

 
g. A debit entry equal to the administrative expense associated with implementation and 

operation which may include labor and overhead, material and contract costs 
associated with but not limited to include I.T.-related system modifications (website and 
billing enhancements, on-line program enrollment capabilities including PG&E.COM 
modifications); Customer Communications Center training and job aids; Program 
Management, and Enrollment process.   

h. A debit entry equal to the marketing expense that may include labor and labor 
overhead, material, and contract costs. 

i. An entry equal to interest on the average balance in the account at the beginning of the 
month and the balance after the above entries, at a rate equal to one-twelfth of the 
interest rate on three-month Commercial Paper for the previous month, as reported in 
the Federal Reserve Statistical Release, H.15 or its successor. 

        B. CS-GT Subaccount  

a. An annual credit entry equal to GHG revenue authorized to be transferred from the 
Greenhouse Gas Revenue Balancing Account (GHGRBA). 

b. A credit entry equal to public policy revenues associated with this program.  

c. A debit entry to reflect the net renewable resource costs and other generation-related 
program charges used to support the CS-GT Program in excess of the otherwise 
applicable class average generation rate which will be equal to the E-GT rate premium 
with an adjustment for the CS-GT resource specific solar generation rate and solar 
value adjustments,  excluding E-GT administration and marketing (A&M) costs and 
excluding the allowance for RF&U accounts expense, multiplied by the kWh delivered 
participating customers for the month.  (A corresponding credit entry is recorded in the 
ERRA). 

(L) 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

(L) 
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HM.  Public Policy Charge Balancing Account (PPCBA) (Cont’d) 

5. ACCOUNTING PROCEDURE (Cont’d):   

               B. CS-GT Subaccount (Cont’d):   
 

d. A debit entry equal to the Marketing expense that may include labor and labor 
overhead, material, and contract costs. 
 

e. An entry equal to interest on the average balance in the account at the beginning of the 
month and the balance after the above entries, at a rate equal to one-twelfth of the 
interest rate on three-month Commercial Paper for the previous month, as reported in 
the Federal Reserve Statistical Release, H.15 or its successor. 

 
C. DAC-SASH Subaccount 

a. An annual credit entry equal to GHG revenue authorized to be transferred from the     
Greenhouse Gas Revenue Balancing Account (GHGRBA). 

b. A credit entry equal to public policy revenues associated with this program. 

c. A debit entry to record the remittance to Program Administrator to cover costs 
associated with the program. 

d. A debit or credit entry, as appropriate, to record the transfer of amounts to or from other 
accounts as approved by the CPUC. 

e. A entry equal to interest on the average balance in the account at the beginning of the 
month and the ending balance after the above entries, at a rate equal to one-twelfth of 
the interest rate on the three-month Commercial Paper for the previous month, as 
reported in the Federal Reserve Statistical Release, H.15, or its successor. 

D. Public Policy Charge Programs Subaccount 

a. A debit entry, as appropriate, to record the transfer of amounts from the SJVDAC 
DGPMA as approved by the CPUC to record the adopted cost. 

b. A debit entry, as appropriate, to record the transfer of amounts from the NEMBA as 
approved by the CPUC to record the adopted cost. 

c. A credit entry equal to public policy revenues associated to recover the adopted cost  
with the programs tracked in this subaccount. 

d. A debit or credit entry equal to interest on the average balance in the account at the 
beginning of the month and the ending balance after the above entries, at a rate equal 
to one-twelfth of the interest rate on the three-month Commercial Paper for the previous 
month, as reported in the Federal Reserve Statistical Release, H.15, or its successor. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(N) 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

(N) 
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Advice 5363-E Issued by Submitted August 20, 2018 
Decision Robert S. Kenney Effective September 19, 2018 

Vice President, Regulatory Affairs Resolution 

HM. Public Policy Charge Balancing Account (PPCBA) 

1. PURPOSE:  The purpose of the Public Policy Charge Balancing Account (PPCBA) is to track
revenues and actual costs incurred to implement and adopted operate programs adopted that
may be funded through public policy funds.

2. APPLICABILITY:  The subaccounts will apply to all bundled customer electric rate schedules,
except for those schedules or contracts specifically excluded by the Commission.

3. REVISION DATES: The disposition of the balances in the respective subaccounts will be
determined through the advice letter process or an Application.

4. RATES: The rate applicable to PPCBA is set forth in Electric Preliminary Statement Part I.

5. ACCOUNTING PROCEDURE: The following entries will be made each month, as applicable,
excluding amounts for Revenue Fees and Uncollectible.

The PPCBA has three four subaccounts:

Disadvantaged Communities Green Tariff (DAC-GT) Subaccount is a two-way balancing
account that tracks the annual funding of the program through greenhouse gas (GHG) and
public policy revenues compared to costs incurred to implement, operate, maintain, and
administer the program.

Community Solar Green Tariff (CS-GT) Subaccount is a two-way balancing account that
tracks the annual funding of the program through GHG and public policy revenues compared to
costs incurred to implement, operate, maintain, and administer the program.

Disadvantaged Communities Single-Family Solar Homes (DAC-SASH) Subaccount is a
balancing account that tracks the authorized funding through Greenhouse Gas (GHG) and
public policy revenue against the remittance to Program Administrator to cover the cost of the
program.

Public Policy Charge Programs Subaccount is a two-way balancing account that tracks the
adopted cost for (1) San Joaquin Valley Disadvantaged Communities Data Gathering Plan
where the program costs are tracked in San Joaquin Valley Disadvantaged Communities Data
Gathering Plan Memorandum Account (SJVDAC DGPMA) and (2) Net Energy Metering
measurement and evaluation costs where the program costs are tracked in Net Energy
Metering Balancing Account (NEMBA).

A. DAC-GT Subaccount

a. An annual credit entry equal to Greenhouse gas (GHG) revenues authorized to be
transferred from the Greenhouse Gas Revenue Balancing Account (GHGRBA).

b. A credit entry equal to public policy revenues associated with this program.

c. A debit entry to reflect the net renewable resource costs and other generation-related
program charges used to support the DAC-GT Program in excess of the otherwise
applicable class average generation rate which will be equal to the E-GT rate premium
excluding E-GT administration and marketing (A&M) costs and excluding the allowance for
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RF&U accounts expense, multiplied by the kWh delivered to participating customers for the 
month. (A corresponding credit entry is recorded in the ERRA). 

d. A debit entry equal to the revenue shortfall associated with 20 percent discount given to
participating customers.

e. A debit entry equal to costs of unsubscribed energy from DAC-GT dedicated resources.

f. A credit entry equal to net revenue from sales of unsubscribed energy from DAC-GT
dedicated resources.

I
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HM.  Public Policy Charge Balancing Account (PPCBA) (Cont’d) 

5. ACCOUNTING PROCEDURE (Cont’d):

A. DAC-GT Subaccount (Cont’d):

d. A debit entry equal to the revenue shortfall associated with 20 percent discount given to
participating customers.

e. A debit entry equal to costs of unsubscribed energy from DAC-GT dedicated resources.

f. A credit entry equal to net revenue from sales of unsubscribed energy from DAC-GT
dedicated resources.

g. A debit entry equal to the administrative expense associated with implementation and
operation which may include labor and overhead, material and contract costs associated
with but not limited to include I.T.-related system modifications (website and billing
enhancements, on-line program enrollment capabilities including PG&E.COM
modifications); Customer Communications Center training and job aids; Program
Management, and Enrollment process.

h. A debit entry equal to the marketing expense that may include labor and labor overhead,
material, and contract costs.

i. An entry equal to interest on the average balance in the account at the beginning of the
month and the balance after the above entries, at a rate equal to one-twelfth of the interest
rate on three-month Commercial Paper for the previous month, as reported in the Federal
Reserve Statistical Release, H.15 or its successor.

B. CS-GT Subaccount

a. An annual credit entry equal to GHG revenue authorized to be transferred from the
Greenhouse Gas Revenue Balancing Account (GHGRBA).

b. A credit entry equal to public policy revenues associated with this program.

c. A debit entry to reflect the net renewable resource costs and other generation-related
program charges used to support the CS-GT Program in excess of the otherwise
applicable class average generation rate which will be equal to the E-GT rate premium
with an adjustment for the CS-GT resource specific solar generation rate and solar value
adjustments,  excluding E-GT administration and marketing (A&M) costs and excluding
the allowance for RF&U accounts expense, multiplied by the kWh delivered participating
customers for the month.  (A corresponding credit entry is recorded in the ERRA).
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HM.  Public Policy Charge Balancing Account (PPCBA) (Cont’d) 

5. ACCOUNTING PROCEDURE (Cont’d):

B. CS-GT Subaccount (Cont’d):

d. A debit entry equal to the Marketing expense that may include labor and labor overhead,
material, and contract costs.

e. An entry equal to interest on the average balance in the account at the beginning of the
month and the balance after the above entries, at a rate equal to one-twelfth of the interest
rate on three-month Commercial Paper for the previous month, as reported in the Federal
Reserve Statistical Release, H.15 or its successor.

C. DAC-SASH Subaccount
a. An annual credit entry equal to GHG revenue authorized to be transferred from the

Greenhouse Gas Revenue Balancing Account (GHGRBA).
b. A credit entry equal to public policy revenues associated with this program.
c. A debit entry to record the remittance to Program Administrator to cover costs associated

with the program.
d. A debit or credit entry, as appropriate, to record the transfer of amounts to or from other

accounts as approved by the CPUC.
e. A entry equal to interest on the average balance in the account at the beginning of the

month and the ending balance after the above entries, at a rate equal to one-twelfth of
the interest rate on the three-month Commercial Paper for the previous month, as
reported in the Federal Reserve Statistical Release, H.15, or its successor.

D. Public Policy Charge Programs Subaccount
a. A debit entry, as appropriate, to record the transfer of amounts from the SJVDAC DGPMA

as approved by the CPUC to record the adopted cost. 
b. A debit entry, as appropriate, to record the transfer of amounts from the NEMBA as

approved by the CPUC to record the adopted cost. 
c. A credit entry equal to public policy revenues associated to recover the adopted cost  with

the programs tracked in this subaccount. 
d. A debit or credit entry equal to interest on the average balance in the account at the

beginning of the month and the ending balance after the above entries, at a rate equal to 
one-twelfth of the interest rate on the three-month Commercial Paper for the previous 
month, as reported in the Federal Reserve Statistical Release, H.15, or its successor. 
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