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California’s big bright renewable future
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that renewable energy is on the
rise across America, and California is leading the
way — with astonishing speed.
California’s pedal-to-the-metal approach has
worked astoundingly well in achieving its primary
goal: the rapid proliferation and adoption of a
clean energy infrastructure capable of turning
back the clock on carbon emissions — slashing
them 40 percent by 2030.
New markets created through state-mandated
contracts between electric companies and developers of large-scale solar and wind-power projects
have helped pave the way for commercially viable
technologies, which have become much cheaper
to manufacture and buy.
Generous subsidies have sparked demand
for private rooftop solar arrays, driving prices
through the floor and installation numbers to
the sky. Smart investments in the energy grid
have made it more resilient, flexible, and able
to support new technologies. And California’s
clean-energy economy has boomed.
PG&E’s service area alone now accounts for 25
percent of all private solar rooftops in the nation.
In recent years, the solar stampede has accelerated
so swiftly that the trend line has gone vertical:
It’s no secret

