Wildfire
safety in your
community
Our vegetation
management response

Our tree safety efforts
At Pacific Gas and Electric Company,
providing our customers with safe, reliable,
affordable and clean energy is our highest
priority. As part of this commitment, we take
steps to restore power in wildfire areas,
clear vegetation and perform emergency
tree removal work.
We are required to remove certain
trees near power lines to help ensure
public safety and electric reliability.
This tree work is performed in a timely
manner in close coordination with local,
state and federal fire and emergency
agencies and will begin as soon as it is
safe to enter the wildfire-affected area.

Identifying wildfire-damaged trees

Our response

What you can expect

After a fire, our contract crews of foresters and
arborists patrol the area and mark the trunks
of any wildfire-damaged trees that require work
or removal in fluorescent green paint or green
colored flagging tape.

We are inspecting fire-damaged and dying trees that
could potentially impact our power lines and equipment.

These green markings are only used during major
wildfire emergency events. Removing these
hazardous trees is critical to restoring power
quickly, ensuring public safety, and meeting state
and federal requirements.

Some trees may be left standing if our evaluation does
not identify any safety hazards.

What we are doing to keep you safe
We are committed to meeting state vegetation
and fire safety standards. To identify dead and
hazardous trees we examine:
• A tree’s proximity to power lines.
• The base and roots of the tree for stability.
• The amount of tree greenery remaining at the
top and how much of the top has burned.
• Damage to the first layer under the bark,
which provides water and nutrients.
• Overall conditions such as existing trunk damage,
tree lean and insect infestation.

Examples of hazardous trees.
Trees that require removal will be
marked with green paint or tape.

We know how important trees are to our communities.
Trees are important to us, too.

Trees near power lines that are identified as dead or
hazardous will be removed. This work is to ensure we
reduce wildfire risks and protect public safety.

Free wood chips

Free wood chips may be available to
customers in the wildfire area. Our wood
chips can be used as mulch and include
both green and charred material produced
as a byproduct of our wildfire tree removal
work. To request free wood chips, please
call us at 1-800-743-5000.

Right tree, right place
Trees need space to grow both above and
below ground. For more information and
resources to help you plant the right tree in
the right place, see our replanting brochure
or visit pge.com/righttreerightplace.

Learn more
For more information about the
vegetation management wildfire
response, visit pge.com/trees,
call 1-800-743-5000 or contact:
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