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Common Name Scientific Name Uncontrolled Stem Cold Clumping/ Comments
Height Diameter Hardiness Running

Arrow Bamboo Pseudosasa japonica, Arundinaria japonica 10-18 ft. ¾ inch 0° F Running Stiffly erect stems with branch at each point. Rampant, thick hedge in mild winter climate. Slow spreaders in cold winters, making dense, erect clumps.

Chocolate Bamboo Borinda Fungosa, Fargesia fungosa 15–20 ft. 1 inch 10° F Clumping Stems facing sun turn a rich chocolate brown color. Graceful, weeping fountain shape. Best in half-day sun.

Fernleaf Bamboo Bambusa nana, Bambusa disticha 10-20 ft. ½ inch 15° F Clumping Closely spaced leaves gives ferny look. Loses this look and grows coarser with rich soil, ample water.

Fountain Bamboo Fargesia nitida, Sinarundinaria nitida 15–20 ft. ¾ inch -20° F Clumping Graceful, weeping fountain shape with wide-spreading foliage. Does best in shade. Greenish-purple stems mature to deep purplish black. Does well in coastal regions. Rare.

Golden Bamboo Phyllostachys aurea 15–20 ft. 2 inches 0° F Running Erect, stiff stems. Normally crowded joints at base. Dense foliage makes a good screen or hedge. Good choice for growing in tubs. Drought-tolerant, but looks better with regular water.

Mexican Climbing Bamboo Chusquea Cornalis 12-15 ft. ¾ inch 25° F Clumping Arching stems bear masses of tiny leaves on short, whorled branches. Exceptionally attractive. Sun or light shade. Rare.

Mexican Weeping Bamboo Otatea acuminata 'Aztecorum', others 20 ft. 1½ inches 20° F Clumping Extremely narrow leaves give a lacy look. Fairly drought-tolerant when established. Yushania aztecorum and Arthrostylidium longifolium are also recommended species. Rare.

Mountain Bamboo Yushania chungi; Yushania maling 10-12 ft. ¾ inch 32° F Clumping Myriads of small leaves form patterns on blue-green culms. Forms dense masses of foliage and is effective for screening in shady areas. Leaves tend to curl in full sun.

Okuyama-zasa Sasa palmate ‘nebulosa’ 12-15 ft. ½ to 1 inch -10° F Running Tropical appearance with broad, handsome leaves. Stems are green with black spots. Extremely vigorus.

Princess Bamboo Himalayacalamus asper, others 15-20 ft. 1½ inches 15° F Clumping Fountain shaped. Good screen. Delicate, small leaves. Stems bright green in shade, shiny maroon in sun. Shade to half-day sun. Neomicrocalamus microphyllus also recommended.

Shiroshima Hibanobambusa tranquillans 16 ft. 1 inch 32° F Clumping Variegated leaves with pigmented and non-pigmented portions. Does best in a sunny location to enhance leaf variegation. Can grow fairly well indoors.

Varigated Somonii Pleioblastus simonii ‘veriegatus’ 20 ft. 1½ inches 32° F Running Dense, upright hedge bamboo. Fast-spreading and drought-tolerant. Leaves are both variegated and green. Shoots late in the season. Good screen and windbreak. Salt-tolerant.

Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) created this Illustrated Guide
to Power Line-Friendly Bamboo to help you choose a power line ‘friendly’
variety if you are thinking about landscaping or planting near electric
distribution lines. Power line ‘friendly’ planting of trees, shrubs and
bamboo will help increase public safety and reduce power outages while
adding natural beauty to your home or neighborhood. In some locations,
such as under or near high voltage transmission lines, shrubs or other
low growing vegetation are the only ‘friendly’ choices.

Nothing brings a halt to daily life faster than the loss of power. Outages
and blackouts are inconvenient, costly and potentially dangerous.
To maintain the deliver of safe reliable power PG&E performs daily
vegetation management, tree maintenance and select tree removal along
power lines and right-of-way corridors. These actions, required by state
and federal law also provide for public safety and reduce power outages.
That’s why it’s important to select only compatible vegetation suitable for
the planting location.

To stay safe, keep the lights on and get the long-term benefits and
beauty from bamboo, refer to this guide before purchasing and planting
any bamboo near power lines.

Power Wise Tree Planting Tips from PG&E
To ensure safe and reliable electric service, plant the “right tree in
the right place” to avoid future conflicts between trees and power lines:

• Plant trees that grow no taller than 25 feet at maturity near
high-voltage distribution lines.

• Plant only low-growing shrubs near or underneath high-voltage
transmission lines.

• Avoid planting at the base of power poles and in proximity to
pad-mounted transformers.

Use the right size plant or tree for your planting site. Use small plants and trees when planting under or near power lines.

Large shade trees

Small bamboo
or small trees

Small bamboo
or small trees

Large shade trees

Right Tree — Right Place

Safety Concerns
When planting, call 811 at least two days before digging.

For your safety, keep yourself and equipment at least 10 feet away
from high-voltage power lines.

Only qualified line-clearance workers are allowed to prune or remove a
tree that is within 10 feet of high-voltage power lines.

If there is any question, call PG&E (800-743-5000) for an inspection of
your tree and power line situation.

Recommended Bamboo for Planting Near Distribution Lines

Bamboo shoots sprout very vigorously and unpredicatbly, making
it difficult to control growth towards power lines. This vigorous
sprouting can lead to bamboo shoots coming into contact with
power lines — potentially leading to costly and dangerous power
outages.

Unlike trees, bamboo grass cannot be pruned to direct the growth
away from power lines, but must be eradicated to comply with
regulations.

Bamboo Hazards

B a m b o o

Tall bamboo planted near power lines can contact the wires
and create potentially costly and dangerous power outages.
These bamboo must be removed to prevent this from occurring.
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Stiffly erect stems with branch at each point.
Rampant, thick hedge in mild winter climate.
Slow spreaders in cold winters, making dense
erect clumps.

Stems facing sun turn a rich chocolate
brown color. Graceful, weeping fountain
shape. Best in half-day sun.

Extremely narrow leaves give a lacy look.
Fairly drought tolerant when established.

Yushania aztecorum and Arthrostylidium longifolium
are also recommended species. Rare.

Fountain shaped. Good screen. Delicate,
small leaves. Stems bright green in shade,

shiny maroon in sun. Shade to half-day
sun. Neomicrocalamus microphyllus also

recommended.

Arching stems bear masses of tiny leaves on short,
whorled branches. Exceptionally attractive. Sun or
light shade. Rare.

Tropical appearance with broad, handsome
leaves. Stems are green with black spots.
Extremely vigorus.

Closely spaced leaves gives ferny look.
Loses this look and grows coarser with
rich soil, ample water.

Dense, upright hedge bamboo. Fast-spreading
and drought-tolerant. Leaves are both variegated

and green. Shoots late in the season. Good screen and
windbreak. Salt-tolerant.

Erect, stiff stems. Normally crowded joints at base. Dense foliage
makes a good screen or hedge. Good choice for growing in tubs.
Drought-tolerant, but looks better with regular water.

Variegated leaves with pigmented and
non-pigmented portions. Does best in a sunny location
to enhance leaf variegation. Can grow fairly well indoors.

Myriads of small leaves form patterns on blue-green culms.
Forms dense masses of foliage and is effective for screening
in shady areas. Leaves tend to curl in full sun.

Graceful, weeping fountain shape with wide-spreading foliage.
Does best in shade. Greenish-purple stems mature to deep purplish
black. Does well in coastal regions. Rare.
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