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Supporting Clean Energy through Innovation
PG&E is aggressively adding more renewable energy to our power mix under
California’s renewable portfolio standard, and we are well on our way toward
50 percent renewables by the end of 2030. Investments in the grid such as
Northern San Joaquin Power Connect are important as we continue to explore
new sources of renewable technology and actively expand our renewable
energy supplies to support our commitment to meeting California’s renewable
energy goals.
One challenge of effectively integrating renewables into our energy supply arises
from the need to store energy created from wind, solar and similar technologies
during times of low use. PG&E is currently working to determine the feasibility
of converting renewable energy into compressed air and storing the air in a
depleted natural gas reservoir until needed.
Known as Compressed Air Energy Storage (CAES), if undertaken, the project
would be only the third of its kind in the world. PG&E is conducting extensive
studies on a potential site for the proposed project near the White Slough
wastewater treatment plant in Lodi and is working with the City of Lodi to lease
the property.
PG&E is working to identify potential developers for the project. If successful,
it is expected that the project will advance to the next phase in early 2016.
More information about the CAES project can be found by visiting:
https://www.pge.com/en/about/environment/pge/cleanenergy/caes/index.page.
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Infrastructure Updates Needed to Respond to
Growing Region, Evolving Economy
What is Northern
San Joaquin
Power Connect?
Northern San Joaquin Power
Connect is a proposed
infrastructure project that
will provide increased

electric reliability
for more than 50,000
homes and businesses
in the northern portion
of San Joaquin County,

including Stockton, Lodi,
Lockeford, Victor, Acampo
and Thornton. The project will
include building new 230 kV
high-capacity transmission
lines to connect PG&E’s
existing Lockeford and 8 Mile
substations with Lodi Electric
Utility’s existing Industrial
Substation. Upgrades will also
be made to these substations.

In 1990, the Lodi area was home to just eight wineries, and the region’s 80,000 acres of
grapes were primarily dedicated to one grape varietal. Today, the Lodi appellation boasts
more than 85 wineries and 750 growers featuring more than 100 grape varieties. Local
growers produce nearly 40 percent of California’s premium wine grapes, an annual crop
worth more than $350 million. These successes are part of what led to the area being
named Wine Enthusiast’s 2015 Wine Region of the Year.
The area’s successful wine industry is joined by a growing manufacturing sector, including
several large plastics, general services and agricultural companies, which comprise the
area’s diverse economy.
The changing face of the local
economy has created a growing
demand for energy. Maintaining
electric reliability in northern
San Joaquin County is a top
priority for PG&E. Residents
and businesses depend on us
to deliver power whenever they
flip the switch. Reliable power
is particularly critical for the
continued expansion of existing
and new industries.

Continued inside >>>
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Enhancements to local transmission lines will help ensure future reliability
for local industries and residents.

Infrastructure
Updates [Continued]

Understanding the Need,
Learning the Benefits

Without reinforcement, the local power
grid is vulnerable to potential voltage and
thermal overload, which could lead
to low voltages for industrial users and an
increased risk of outages.

More than 50,000 households and businesses in
northern San Joaquin County will benefit from this
project, and that number is growing – both on the
residential and industrial fronts. Upgrades to the
electric system are
needed to support
the local economy
and help the region
stay in front of
the growing
energy demand.

The proposed Northern San Joaquin Power
Connect project will greatly increase the
capacity of the local electric grid, ensuring
PG&E continues to stay in front of the
area’s growing energy demands. PG&E
is underway with planning Northern San
Joaquin Power Connect, and we are seeking
the community’s feedback in selecting
potential route corridors and alignments. We
look forward to continuing our engagement
with the community in the coming months
as potential corridors and routes are
identified and the review process
moves forward.

Open Houses Provide
Community with Opportunity to
Get Involved
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Project
Overview
Northern San Joaquin
Power Connect will
help accommodate
the region’s growing
energy demands and
provide a highly reliable
electricity source for
50,000 homes and
businesses in the
area. The proposed
project will include
enhancements to
existing substations
and the construction
of new 230 kV
high-capacity
transmission lines
to connect PG&E’s
existing Lockeford
and 8 Mile substations
with Lodi Electric
Utility’s existing
Industrial Substation.
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Northern San Joaquin Power Connect will help ensure
the region’s residents and businesses continue to have
safe and reliable energy in the years ahead.

In addition to the open houses, the project team has held numerous
stakeholder meetings and developed an interactive project website
to provide the community with multiple avenues for engaging in
the project.
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In December 2015, the Northern San Joaquin Power Connect team
held its first series of open houses to introduce the project to the
community. Attendees had the opportunity to discuss details of the
project with team members, ask questions and provide feedback. The
meetings were held in Stockton and Lodi, and attracted residents and
representatives of local businesses, vineyards and elected officials.
The engaged group
provided insightful
“Northern San Joaquin Power Connect
comments on various
is a key component of our efforts to meet
aspects of the project,
the needs of residents and the growing
including which areas
economy. We appreciate the residents
within the project area
and business owners who came out
would provide the least
to our open houses to talk with our
overall impact.
team and learn more about this project
PG&E is committed
and how it will allow us to continue
to engaging with
providing our customers with safe and
the community in
reliable service,”
the development of
– Nick Glero, Director
Northern San Joaquin
PG&E’s Stockton Division
Power Connect,
ensuring that the input
we receive shapes the
decision making process until the proposed project is completed.
These open houses were part of Phase 1 of PG&E’s three-phase
outreach program. Based on field research and the input received
during this phase of outreach, we will refine the project study area
and identify potential corridors for the new transmission lines, which
will then be shared with the community through a second round of
workshops and open houses.

Northern San
Joaquin Power
Connect will
strengthen the
local power grid,
providing tangible
benefits to area
customers. It
will help ensure
electric reliability,
increasing the
capacity of the
local electric
grid to support
the evolving
demands from the
region’s thriving
The project will serve 50,000 residents,
wine industry
business and farms.
and expanding
industrial sector.
It will help the region sustain continued economic
growth, providing an energy source that meets
the needs of the area’s leading manufacturing
and industrial firms, as well as its farmers and
growers. It will increase efficiency in the electric
system, maximizing the grid’s ability to move
electricity safely and dependably and improving the
system’s responsiveness when dealing with service
interruptions, benefiting residents, businesses and
growers across the region.
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Those interested in learning more about Northern San
Joaquin Power Connect or submitting comments may visit
the project website at pge.com/northernsanjoaquinpc at
any time.

Learn more at pge.com/northernsanjoaquinpc or by calling 1-888-743-1175 or emailing northernsanjoaquinpc@pge.com.

