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Infrastructure Updates Needed to Respond to 
Growing Region, Evolving Economy 

The Bakersfield area is currently served by transmission lines that were built in the early 
1960s, when the area’s population was just 157,000. Since then, the population has more 
than tripled, and the region’s economy, led by the agricultural, industrial, and oil and gas 
sectors, has grown significantly. By 2023, it is expected that many of the power lines in 
the area could be beyond capacity. 

The region’s growth has driven the need 
for new investments in the local energy 
grid and supporting infrastructure. 
Maintaining electric reliability in the 
Bakersfield area is a top priority for PG&E. 
Residents and businesses depend on us 
to deliver power whenever they flip the 
switch. Reliable power is particularly 
critical for the continued recovery and 
growth of the agricultural sector and 
meeting this industry’s evolving demands.

Bakersfield Power Connect will greatly 
increase the capacity and redundancy 
of Bakersfield’s energy grid and provide 
the flexibility needed to protect against 
outages, ensuring PG&E continues to 
stay in front of the area’s growing 
energy demands. 
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Bakersfield Power Connect  Desdoble el documento para leerlo en español.

What is Bakersfield 
Power Connect?
Bakersfield Power Connect is a 
proposed infrastructure project 
that will provide increased electric 
reliability for about 100,000 electric 
customers in Bakersfield and 
the surrounding rural communities 
of Kern County. The project will 
include construction of a new 
substation, enhancements to existing 
substations and upgrades to existing 
transmission lines in the area.

The Bakersfield Power Connect 
project is part of PG&E’s commitment 
to providing a safe, reliable and 
efficient grid for the 16 million people 
we serve in California. Infrastructure 
investments like this help us continue 
to meet our customers’ evolving 
needs. This project will be filed 
with the California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC) under the name 
Wheeler Ridge Junction Substation.

Planning the Project:  
Potential Substation 
Locations
Bakersfield Power Connect includes 
the construction of a new substation, 
enhancements to existing substations 
and upgrades to existing transmission 
lines in the area. Following extensive 
research, field reviews and community 
input, the project team identified 
seven potential locations for the new 
substation, which have been shared 
with the community for feedback.  

The map shows these potential 
substation sites within the project 
study area.  

Continued inside >>>

Visit the interactive map to learn 
more about the project details at
maps.pge.com/bakersfieldpowerconnect.



Cooling Your Home or Building During Summer
Small changes in your routine — such as shifting power-consuming activities to the morning or after 7 p.m. — will help 
you save money, will ease the load on California’s power grid and will help improve electric reliability on hot days.

Learn more at pge.com/bakersfieldpc or by calling 1-888-743-0195 or emailing bakersfieldpc@pge.com.

PG&E Awards 10 Scholarships 
Totaling $1 Million
As part of our ongoing commitment to supporting higher 
education, PG&E recently awarded 10 outstanding 
students with scholarships totaling $1 million. PG&E’s 
Better Together STEM Scholarship program awards 
scholarships to local high school, community college 
and non-traditional students in the fields of science, 
technology, engineering or mathematics (STEM). The 
scholarships, worth up to $20,000 a year, are renewable 
for up to five years.

The 10 students 
PG&E awarded 
with 2016 Better 
Together STEM 
Scholarships were 
selected from 
nearly 4,000 
applicants based 
on academics 
and financial 
need, as well 
as their ability 
to overcome 
adversity and 
contribute to 
their communities. 

Special congratulations to Jineava To, a 2016 Better 
Together Scholar from Bakersfield who looks forward to 
attending the University of California, Los Angeles.

Since launching in 2012, the Better Together Scholarship 
program has committed nearly $4 million in scholarships 
to 500 students in Northern and Central California. In 
addition to these scholarships, PG&E is awarding 90 other 
deserving students with one-time $2,000 scholarships.

“PG&E’s scholarships are not just 
investments in the brilliant students 
who receive them, but also in the 
future of our communities overall. 
These students are tomorrow’s 
innovators, leaders and problem-
solvers, and we’re proud to help 
them achieve even greater things in 
their education and careers.”

– Helen Burt, PG&E Senior Vice 
President of External Affairs and 
Public Policy
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• Shut windows and 
draw the shades to 
keep in pre-cooled 
air from the night 
and early morning.

• Setting your AC thermostat 
5 degrees higher will save 
about 10 percent on 
cooling costs.

• When using air conditioning 
with a ceiling fan, raise your 
thermostat about 4 degrees to  
save on cooling costs with no 
reduction in comfort.

• Set your air conditioner 
thermostat to 78 degrees or 
higher when you’re at home, 
health permitting, and 85 
degrees when you’re away.

• Avoid using an electric 
oven and cook on the 
stove or grill outside 
instead.

• Use appliances and charge 
electronic devices in the 
morning or after 7 p.m. 

Powering Electronics, Lighting and Appliances

• Swap out incandescent 
bulbs with more 
energy-efficient 
lighting choices. 

• Keep the refrigerator 
between 38 degrees 
and 42 degrees, and 
the freezer between 0 
degrees and 5 degrees.

• Clean the lint from 
the clothes dryer 
after every load. 

• Turn off equipment 
and appliances 
when you’re not 
using them.

Continued from front
Infrastructure Updates

The project includes the construction of a 
new substation in southeastern Bakersfield; 
upgrades to five existing PG&E substations; 
and upgrades to more than 30 miles of existing 
transmission lines connected to the 
new substation.  

Based on environmental and engineering 
field studies and community feedback, seven 
potential sites have been identified for the new 
substation. The project team is conducting 
further analysis to identify a proposed site and 
alternatives, which will be submitted to the 
CPUC, the state agency with jurisdiction over 
the siting of this type of project, for review 
and approval in early 2017. We are committed 
to engaging with the community throughout 
this process and will continue our close 
coordination with local residents, stakeholders 
and businesses to ensure the proposed project 
is built with the community’s input in mind.

Planning the Project: Typical 
Transmission Line Structures 

We are committed to working with the community to minimize 
impacts from the project and are currently gathering input to help 
direct the selection of the structures proposed for this project.  

Potential structure options for the 115 kV transmission lines 
running from the new substation to the existing Magunden 
Substation include the following:

Potential structure options for the 230 kV transmission lines 
running from the new substation to the existing Stockdale and 
Wheeler Ridge substations include the following:


