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PG&E Better Together Resilient Communities 
Grant Application 2020 
Climate Risk Focus: Community Resilience to Inland and Coastal Flooding  

Overview & Eligibility  
 
With the projected impacts of climate change, California faces a continued and growing threat of sea level rise, coastal 
flooding, and inland flooding. Communities need resources to help prevent and prepare for increasing flood risk and 
build local climate resilience through collaborative, community-driven approaches.  
 
Through the Resilient Communities grant program, PG&E is requesting grant proposals of $100,000 to fund four 
projects in 2020 that build community capacity to reduce flood risk and support healthy and resilient coastlines and 
wetlands. Priority will be given to projects located in demonstrated past or projected flood risk areas and to those that 
address the needs of environmental and social justice communities. 
 
Projects should aim to bring together a sustainable local network to address preparedness and resilience within 
communities. The focus of this grant is to support collaborative, community-driven efforts to build local capacity and 
promote environmental stewardship.  
 
Eligible applicants will be governmental organizations, educational institutions, or certified 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organizations and must include a local or tribal government within PG&E’s service area as a partner. Applicants must be 
prepared to provide documentation to demonstrate they meet PG&E’s criteria for charitable giving.  
 
Evaluation Criteria 
 
PG&E’s Better Together Resilient Communities grant program will use the following criteria to evaluate proposals: 

• Flood-Specific Demonstrated Need: the extent to which the proposal demonstrates a high threat of flooding in 
the proposed project area. Projects located in current and/or projected flood risk areas will be given priority. 
Flood risk may be demonstrated by past exposure (e.g., past flood impacts), current flood zone designation 
(e.g., FEMA flood zone), and/or projections indicating future changes (e.g., climate driven) in flood risk.1  
 

• Enhanced Community Capacity: the extent to which the proposal will build community capacity to reduce 
flood risk and increase community resilience beyond the life of the grant. 

 

• Demonstrated Partnership: The extent to which the proposal reflects a collaborative effort among multiple 
organizations or stakeholders that brings together a sustainable local network to address preparedness and 
resilience within the community. 

 

• Replicability: The extent to which the proposal identifies how others will be able to learn from and adopt 
resulting strategies and solutions. 

 

• Assistance to Environmental and Social Justice Communities: The extent to which the proposal is community-
focused and addresses climate resilience needs relevant to environmental and social justice populations, 
including designated disadvantaged communities.  

 

• Measurable Impact: The extent to which the proposal includes practical, measurable, and innovative ways to 

 
1 Example resources for assessing exposure to flooding are included below.  
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address flood risk and community resilience to flooding and support healthy and resilient coastlines and 
wetlands. 

Grant Requirements 
 
Funded applications will be expected to complete the following actions: 

• Respond to a PG&E questionnaire about the project. 
• Participate in quarterly update calls with PG&E. 
• Provide a report to PG&E detailing project actions, stakeholders engaged, capacity building achievements, 

additional resources leveraged, and other outcomes, including an executive summary. 
 
Applying 
 
The deadline for applications is Monday, September 7, 2020.  Applications should be submitted to 
BetterTogetherGrantPrograms@pge.com.  Applicants are encouraged to transfer questions from this PDF to a 
Word document or contact PG&E at the email address above to request a digital Word version of this application. 

 

Click here for additional information on the Resilient Communities grant program. 
 

 

BEGIN APPLICATION 
 

Registration 
 

1. Organization Legal Name: 
2. Tax ID Number: 
3. Organization Official Address: 
4. Organization Main Phone: 
5. Organization Mission Statement: 

 
Primary Contacts 

 
6. Name of Organization’s Highest-Level Employee: 
7. Associated Title (e.g., “Executive Director”): 
8. Associated Email Address: 
9. Name of Grant Manager: 
10. Grant Manager Main Phone: 
11. Grant Manager Email: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Application Part 1 – Project Overview and Goals (please limit responses to each subsection to 500 words or less) 
 

mailto:BetterTogetherGrantPrograms@pge.com
https://www.pge.com/en_US/residential/in-your-community/local-environment/resilient-communities/resilient-communities-grant-program.page?WT.mc_id=Vanity_resiliencegrants
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1a. Provide a title for your proposed project: 
 
 
 

1b. In which county or jurisdiction will grant funds primarily be used? 
 
 
 
1c. Briefly describe the proposed project and project goals: 

 
 
 

1d. What is the work period for the proposed project? 
 
 
 

Application Part 2 – Adherence to Evaluation Criteria (please limit responses to each subsection to 500 words or less) 
 

2a. Flood-Specific Demonstrated Need: the extent to which the proposal demonstrates a high threat of flooding in the 
proposed project area. Projects located in current and/or projected flood risk areas will be given priority. Flood risk may 
be demonstrated by past exposure (e.g., past flood impacts), current flood zone designation (e.g., FEMA flood zone), 
and/or projections indicating future changes (e.g., climate driven) in flood risk.2 

 
 
 
 
2b. Enhanced Community Capacity – Describe how the project will build community capacity to reduce flood risk and 
increase community resilience beyond the life of the grant. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
2c. Demonstrated Partnership – Describe which organization(s) you will partner with and why.  Describe the sustainable 
local network that would be established to address preparedness and resilience within the community. Indicate what role 
each partner will play to achieve the project goals. Note: all projects are required to have at least one local or tribal 
government partner within PG&E’s service area. 

 

2d. Replicability – Describe the specific aspects of your project that will be replicable in other areas throughout the state. 
 

 
2 Sea level rise and/or storm surge inundation can be mapped using the following tools or similar resources: Cal-Adapt’s Sea Level Rise 
tool at https://cal-adapt.org/tools/slr-calflod-3d/; Our Coast Our Future Interactive Map using CoSMoS data at 
http://data.pointblue.org/apps/ocof/cms/index.php?page=flood-map; Adapting to Rising Tides’ Bay Shoreline Flood Explorer at 
https://explorer.adaptingtorisingtides.org/home; and/or NOAA’s Sea Level Rise Viewer at https://coast.noaa.gov/slr/#/layer/slr. 
FEMA’s current designations of 100- and 500-year floodplains provide one measure of current exposure to inland/coastal flooding: 
https://hazards-fema.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8b0adb51996444d4879338b5529aa9cd. Numerous other 
flood risk assessment tools and methods are available, and this list is not intended to be exhaustive or prescriptive to applicants. 

https://cal-adapt.org/tools/slr-calflod-3d/
http://data.pointblue.org/apps/ocof/cms/index.php?page=flood-map
https://explorer.adaptingtorisingtides.org/home
https://coast.noaa.gov/slr/#/layer/slr
https://hazards-fema.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8b0adb51996444d4879338b5529aa9cd
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2e. Focus on Environmental and Social Justice Communities – Describe how your project will serve the identified 
needs of environmental and social justice communities, which includes designated disadvantaged communities. 
Specify the community or communities the project will serve. Specify the percentage of the donation that would be 
used to benefit such communities. Competitive projects will describe any relevant characteristics of these communities 
that will be addressed by the project proposal. 

 
 
 

2f. Measurable Impact – Describe the anticipated measurable outcomes of your project, the key metrics you will use to 
evaluate these outcomes, and how they will be tracked. Competitive projects will demonstrate how a project will build 
community capacity to reduce flood risk, increase community resilience, and build healthy and resilient coastlines and 
wetlands beyond the life of the grant. 

 
 
 
 
 

Application Part 3 – Technical Approach and Work Plan (please limit responses to each subsection to 500 words or 
less) 

3a. Please describe specific tasks, schedule, and outcomes for the project. Consider including a table of the tasks, 
schedule, and outcomes for the project as an attachment to this document. 

 

 

 

 
3b. Describe your approach and rationale for planned stakeholder involvement in the project. 

 

 

 

 
 

3c. Describe how results will be shared with members of the target community/ies and other stakeholders through 
public engagement. 
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3d. Identify potential obstacles to successful completion of project goals and proposed strategies for mitigating these 
obstacles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Application Part 4 – Grant Budget Breakdown (please limit responses to each subsection to 500 words or less) 

 
Please detail the specifics of how this grant will be spent below. 

 
4a. Spend on salaries and benefits: 

 
 
 

4b. Spend on equipment and supplies: 
 
 
 

4c. Travel/Training/Other expenses (please specify): 
 
 
 

4d. Total Funding Request (sum of the categories above): 
 
 
4e. Please List any additional funding sources that would supplement PG&E grant funding: 

 
 
 
 

Application Part 5 – Letters of Support  
 

To supplement your grant proposal, please consider attaching letters of support from your project partners, community 
members, or other stakeholders. Letters of support are optional, but recommended to demonstrate community support 
for your proposal. 
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Certification 
 

Please read this section thoroughly and confirm that your organization is in compliance with the following terms and 
conditions. Please note that disagreeing to any statement will disqualify you for a charitable donation. 

 

The applicant is, and shall remain, in compliance with all federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations, including if 
applicable the California Nonprofit Integrity Act of 2004. 

 

The applicant does not and shall not, in its by-laws, policies, or practices, discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
religion, age sex, national origin, ancestry, physical or mental disability, medical condition, veteran status, marital status, 
pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any basis prohibited by applicable law. 

 

The applicant agrees that any donation from PG&E will be used only for charitable purposes, and will not be used to 
promote or oppose any candidate or ballot measure, to advocate any legislative or administrative action, or to 
personally benefit or compensate any elected official. 

 

The applicant and each of its grantees, if any, is in full compliance with all statutes, Executive Orders, and regulations 
restricting or prohibiting U.S. persons from engaging in transactions and dealings with countries, entities, or individuals 
subject to economic sanctions administered by the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control, 
the applicant is aware that a list of countries subject to such sanctions, a list of Specially Designated Nationals and 
Blocked Persons subject to such sanctions, and overview and guidelines for each such sanctions program can be found at 
http://www.treas.gov/ofac, and the applicant does not and shall not promote or engage in violence, terrorism, bigotry, 
or the destruction of any state, or make grants or otherwise furnish support of any kind to any individual or entity that 
engages in such activities. Should any change in circumstances pertaining to this certification occur at any time, the 
applicant will notify the Community Relations Department of Pacific Gas and Electric Company immediately. 

 

I am the duly appointed representative of my organization. I am authorized to certify and affirm all the statements 
above, and to submit the application on behalf of my organization. 

 

I have read all of the statements and responses in this application and certify that each is accurate. 
 

I agree that electronic submission of this application will be deemed to be the equivalent of my written signature for 
purposes of this certification and application. 

 

By accepting any funds or in-kind donations from PG&E, my organization agrees to all terms, conditions, and 
certifications specified within the application and the transmittal letter. 

 

Compliance Certification 
 

My name is: My position title with this organization is: 
 

 
Signed by (initial): Signed on this date: 

http://www.treas.gov/ofac

	BEGIN APPLICATION
	Primary Contacts
	Application Part 1 – Project Overview and Goals (please limit responses to each subsection to 500 words or less)
	Application Part 2 – Adherence to Evaluation Criteria (please limit responses to each subsection to 500 words or less)
	Application Part 3 – Technical Approach and Work Plan (please limit responses to each subsection to 500 words or less)
	Application Part 4 – Grant Budget Breakdown (please limit responses to each subsection to 500 words or less)
	Application Part 5 – Letters of Support
	Certification
	Compliance Certification

