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Coordinator: Good afternoon, and thank you for standing by, and welcome to the 2021 

Central Procurement Entity Local RA RFO Offer Form Webinar.  Today's call 

is being recorded.  If you have any objections, please disconnect at this time.  

Your lines are in a listen-only mode for today's conference. It is now my 

pleasure to turn the call over to Amol Patel.  Sir, you may begin. 

 

Amol Patel: Thanks, Michelle.  Good afternoon, everyone.  My name is Amol Patel.  I'm a 

member of the PG&E CPE implementation team.  Hope everyone's having a 

good Monday and start to their week, and hopefully you had a good Mother's 

Day weekend as well.  

 

I'd like to thank all of you for dialing in and attending the 2021 CPE Local RA 

RFO Offer Form Webinar.  In today's webinar, my goal is to familiarize you 

with the offer forms that are available for your use through this RFO.  My 

hope is that by the end of the session, you'll be able to have a good idea of 

kind of how to get started with putting your offer package together for the 

CPE RFO. 

 

At any time during this presentation, participants should email their questions 
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to the solicitation mailbox, which is CPEsolicitations@pge.com.  There will 

be - there should be time at the end to answer questions.  We may not address 

all of your questions during the Q&A portion of the webinar, but after the 

webinar, PG&E CPE will compile and post the Q&A document on the RFO 

website.  Additionally, the audio portion of the webinar will also be posted on 

the RFO website as noted above.  

 

The presentation that we'll go through today, is intended to be a summary 

level discussion of the information and requirements established in the 

solicitation materials.  It does not include all of the detailed information in the 

solicitation material.  

 

So, with regards to the offer forms, we're not going through every single 

aspect of the offer forms, but as I mentioned before, hoping to give you a 

good overview of what the functionality of the form looks like and how to go 

through them step-by-step, and give you a good idea of how to get started.  

 

To the extent that there are any inconsistencies between the information 

provided in this presentation, and the requirements in the materials, the 

solicitation materials shall govern.  The PG&E CPE encourages all 

participants to carefully review the 2021 CPE local RA, or a closed 

solicitation protocol.  And if you have any questions regarding the solicitation 

documents, PG&E CPE asks that all participants seek clarity by submitting 

their questions to the solicitation mailbox prior to submitting your offer. 

 

Objective and agenda for today.  So, as I mentioned, the purpose of the 

webinar is to provide an overview of the offer forms that are available to you 

for this RFO.  There are four of them in total.  All of the information in the 

presentation, applies only to this RFO, the 2021 CPE local RA RFO.  
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As far as the agenda, we're going to spend a few minutes at the beginning of 

the presentation actually recapping some of the information.  If you had 

attended last Wednesday's RFO full webinar, there's a few slides we'll go 

through around the CPE and LCR RCM decisions, as well as the structure of 

the solicitation, just to recap and we level set with everyone.  

 

And then we'll start getting into the offer forms themselves.  We'll talk 

through how you can go through and select an offer form based on what type 

of participant you are, and what you're looking to accomplish.  And then we'll 

talk through some of the meat of the - of what the forms look like in terms of 

the initial input screen, the offer info tab, the energy settlement optionality in 

the forms, the variant optionality you have in the forms.  

 

And then we'll close with how you should save and submit the offer form.  

And my colleague, Rob Budinger, will actually help me go through that 

portion at the end of the presentation.  And then we'll break for the 

intermission, and we will take a look at any of the questions you've sent in to 

the mailbox.  And we will come back and hopefully be able to answer those 

questions for you. 

 

So I want to start out with a couple of slides just recapping the CPE decision 

and the LCR RCM decision, and try and provide a little bit of context into 

how the requirements and the guidance provided in the decision, influences 

what you'll see in the offer form.  So, this first slide is just the basics, and this 

is a recap of what you heard on Wednesday.  

 

On June 17th, 2020, the PUC issued the CPE decision identifying PG&E and 

SCE as the central procurement entities for their respective distribution 

service areas.  Beginning in 2021, PG&E and Edison are required to procure 
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local capacity to meet the three-year forward multi-year local RA requirement 

on behalf of all CPUC jurisdictional LSEs within their territories.  

 

The CPE can meet its local RA requirements by procuring local RA capacity 

through an outsourced competitive solicitation process, and local RA capacity 

that is committed or self-shown to the CPE.  The LCR RCM decision which 

followed, established that certain preferred resources, energy storage 

resources, and hybrid resources that are self-shown to the CPE, are eligible for 

compensation up to a predetermined local RA premium. 

 

So, I wanted to add a little bit more to that discussion in terms of what you'll 

find in the CPE discussion.  What you see here on the screen is just a brief 

overview of ordering paragraphs 14 and 15 within the CPE decision.  And I 

call these out because these - they outline some of the selection criteria that 

the CPE needs to use when procuring local capacity.  

 

For example, under ordering paragraph 14, there's a list of items that we need 

to look at while we're evaluating offers, including things like future needs in 

local and sub local areas, resource costs, operational characteristics of 

resources, such as age, flexibility, efficiency, location of the facility, 

greenhouse gas adders.  

 

So, those are the types of - some of the types of things we need to look at 

based on the decision.  The decision also under ordering paragraph 15, 

indicates that we need to direct - we as the CPE, need to direct bidders to 

include some of the following attributes for resource, CalEnviroScreen score 

or if unavailable, pollution burden of the resource, age, startup time, ramp 

rate. 

 

And I bring these things up.  We're not going to go into detail, what a lot of 
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these things are, but I bring them up just for context, in terms of when you 

open up the offer form and you start to fill it out, you will see prompts that are 

related to some of these items.  

 

For example, the CalEnviroScreen score, which is something that you may not 

have seen previously, or maybe unaware of, you'll see that within some of the 

offer forms as an item that you need to provide some information about.  So, I 

just want to set that up, provide that context.  

 

Beyond this webinar, we do plan to post more detailed instructions that go 

along with each of the offer forms.  It will be four sets of detailed instruction 

guides that will go along with each of the four offer forms, which are already 

posted.  And then specific to something like the CalEnviroScreen score, they 

actually have a specific document for that, that will explain what that is and 

where you can find that information for your resource. 

 

Okay.  The next slide here, I wanted to recap something else from 

Wednesday, just in terms of the CPE solicitation structure.  And the main 

reason I wanted to do that is that it - the logic of why there's four offer forms 

that we've made available, kind of follows the structure of the CPE 

solicitation.  

 

So there are two processes at play here.  One is the - in the green box up top, 

the non-compensated self-shown commitment process.  And then below is the 

competitive offer process.  So under the non-compensated self-shown 

commitment process, the product that we are - that's being shown is the non-

compensated self-shown local array attribute, the eligible counterparty for this 

path, our CPUC jurisdictional LSEs.  And a description of this is self-shown 

commitments that reduced the total amount of local RA that PG&E CPE will 

need to procure through other methods. 
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So under the competitive offer process, two paths here as well.  One is the 

compensated self-shown commitment, which is tied to the LCR RCM.  So this 

is a self-shown commitment, but you are offering a price for the local 

attribute.  And the product is a compensated self-shown local RA.  

 

Eligible counterparties, again, the same CPUC jurisdictional LSEs are eligible 

to offer for this.  In the prescription, eligible resources can be compensated for 

self-shown commitment.  Under the compensated offered resources, we have 

bundled RA and bundled RA with energy settlement, as the products that 

we're looking to procure. 

 

Eligible counterparties are all market participants.  And the description is, 

PG&E CPE will procure all bundled RA attributes of resources selected 

through this process, through this solicitation process.  So one caveat with the 

compensated offered resources, is that CPUC jurisdictional LSEs can elect to 

self-show their resource for no competition, if their competitive offer is not 

selected through the RFO.  And so, that's how we kind of get to the four 

different offer forms.  And I'll go through that in a minute with a little bit 

better mapping.  

 

So next, what we we'll get into now the alpha form.  And the first slide I have 

here is, again, you may - if you attended last Wednesday, you may recognize 

this slide.  It's a little bit different view of what I just went through, and kind 

of demonstrates the different paths that participants have to the solicitation.  

 

What I've done here is, on top of the slide you would have seen last 

Wednesday, I've kind of added in in red here, the offer forms that you would 

utilize, depending on which path you choose.  So if we start at the top and the 

orange outline box under CPUC LSEs, CPUC jurisdictional LSEs have really 
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three paths that are open to them, and that, you know, depending on the type 

of resources they have.  

 

The first path is the non-compensated self-shown commitment process.  If you 

have a local resource and want to self-show it to the CPE for no 

compensation, you would utilize offer four - appendix A1 as your offer form.  

So, that offer form is a fairly scaled down version of the full-blown offer 

form, where you're providing us with your shown commitment and other 

characteristics that we're looking for in terms of information about the 

resource.  

 

Under the second path, if you are looking to show your resource for 

compensation, again, this is tied to the LCR RCM decision.  If this is the path 

for you, and this is for resources that are, you know, eligible based on the 

requirements of that LCR RCM decision.  If you have a resource like that, that 

is eligible and you choose that path, you'll want to utilize appendix a2 as your 

offer form. 

 

If you are a CPUC jurisdictional LSE, and you want to offer your local 

resource for the bundled RA product or a bundled RA with energy settlement 

product, you'll utilize appendix A3, which is the offer form for that path.  This 

offer form also provides you the option to elect to self-show for no 

compensation if your competitive offer is not selected.  

 

And then for all other market participants who do not - who are not classified 

as CPUC jurisdictional LSEs, you will want to utilize the appendix A4 as your 

offer form, which will allow you to offer for the bundled RA product, as well 

as - or the bundled RA with energy settlement product. 

 

So kind of step one in terms of how you want to get started is, you want to go 
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and download the form or set of forms that you need.  So, what you would do 

is go to our CPE local RA RFO website at www.pge.com/2021-CPE-RFO.  

Under the CPE local RA solicitation protocol and appendices heading, you'll 

see the following four download links where you can download the offer form 

that you need.  

 

So, as you see here, appendix A1, A2, A3, and A4, there's a description there 

as you see, in terms of who should be downloading them, but I would please 

reference the slide that I just went through, in terms of which one applies to 

what you're trying to accomplish and what type of participant you are, 

whether CPUC jurisdictional LSE or not. 

 

So, when you click on the link, the form will download to your computer as 

an Excel workbook.  So these are Excel workbooks, and I want to emphasize 

that the offer forms have a lot - because of all the optionality within this 

solicitation, and all of the different types of information that we need to get 

from you and from the offer, in terms of evaluating the resource, there's quite 

a bit of information that we're asking for, and there's a lot of functionalities 

that's been programmed in and built in through macros.  

 

So the offer forms include many features that are macro driven.  Please make 

sure you enable macros and enable content for the workbooks.  The last thing 

you want to do is kind of start going through it and filling it out, and then 

realize you haven't done that and have to redo a lot of your work.  So, please, 

before you start, just make sure you've got those macros enabled and your 

content enabled as well. 

 

So we'll keep stepping through the process here, what I call step two, which is 

the initial input screen.  So once you have downloaded your form and you've 
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launched the form, this is the first thing that you'll see, which is what I call the 

initial input screen.  

 

The one you see here is for appendix A3.  So just as a reminder, that is for 

compensated offered resources.  And this is the one that CPUC jurisdictional 

LSEs would use.  This is the offer form that I characterize as kind of a full 

blown in terms of it has all of the functionality, because this path is the one 

that has everything available to the user.  

 

So we'll start with that, and then I'll kind of explain how the other three vary.  

But for this one, appendix A3, this is what it looks like when you open it up.  

And there's five things that we're looking for you to kind of make decisions 

about right off the bat.  

 

The first one, box number one here is for you to select your resource and 

technology types.  So, you have a few options there to choose from.  And as 

you click on those drop-downs, there's multiple technology types that tie to 

some of these resource types.  

 

So there's storage, renewable, gas-fired, demand response, and hydro.  So 

you'll want to select what type of resource you have there.  You can also 

define a hybrid resource by selecting more than one option if you need to.  

Under the second box here, you'll want to indicate whether your resource is a 

new resource or an existing resource.  

 

Under the third box that's labeled as the resource adequacy agreement here, 

you can define your initial delivery date and your delivery term.  And then the 

fourth box, this is specific to the CPUC jurisdictional LSEs who have that 

option to default to a self-shown status for their resource, if their competitive 

offer is not selected.  
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So what you would do there is if you wish to - and this is optional, if you wish 

to default your resource to that status, you would click on the selection box 

there.  And then the IDD and delivery term for the self-shown aspect of this 

will lighten up, and you'll be able to select those boxes for your IDD and 

delivery term.  

 

And then the last box here, number five under the energy settlement, again, 

this is a optional part of the solicitation if you are wanting to offer for the 

energy settlement, depending on - there's a logic to this, depending on which 

resource type you select in - above in number one, that will unlock various 

energy settlement options associated with the resource type. 

 

So we'll go through that a little bit later in the presentation in terms of what - 

which settlement options are tied to which resource types.  So, once you've 

selected all of your options, you will hit the create offer button, and that will 

take you to the next part of the form.  

 

So this next slide is just an example of what it looks like when you fill out the 

initial input screen.  You can see under the select resources box, I've selected 

solar PV as my resource and technology type.  I’ve select an existing lead 

source or designated as an existing resource.  

 

I filled out my RA agreement section with the IDD and delivery term, January 

2023, 48 months, the maximum term.  And then I have indicated that I want to 

default to a self-shown status if I'm not selected, and I'd still like to have an 

IDD and delivery time for that. 

 

And then finally, I've selected, so when you select the renewable resource, 

you have two options available to you under the energy settlement, the fixed 
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profile or the monthly price schedule.  And here I've selected option three, 

which is the fixed profile.  So that's just an example of how you would fill out 

that screen.  

 

So, again, once you filled that out, it will take you - what you'll see is the - I 

just wanted to call this out.  It'll - you'll see the instructions tab actually.  And 

so again, I'll just emphasize, you want to make sure that you're kind of 

reviewing the instructions each step of the way with these forms, a lot of 

macros, a lot of logic programmed into this form.  

 

So please make sure you follow the instructions, have your macros and 

content enabled so that you can keep stepping through the form without any 

issues.  So, anyway, once you've reviewed the instructions thoroughly, you 

can move to the offer info tab. 

 

So the info tab is where we require the most kind of intensive amount of 

information.  It's a long set of information that we're asking for, and it looks 

different kind of from form to form.  But what I want to do here in the next 

number of slides is kind of walk you through it in chunks, so you kind of 

know what to expect as you walk through the form.  

 

This first section is the agreement type section.  So, the first half of it, as you 

see, is in this light gray color, and these are automatically populated.  So, 

everything that's light gray here is automatically populated based on the 

selections you made in the initial input screen.  

 

So there's - once you are at this point, there's no option to change those.  

Those are locked in based on what you have selected in the initial input 

screen.  For the rest of the form, for the offer info tab, what you'll notice when 
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you first open up the form is, everything that requires an input is orange in 

color.  All of those cells are orange.  

 

And as you start to input information or data into those cells, answering our 

questions, those cells will turn to green.  So this is a good way at the end, once 

you're done completing the form, to go back through it, to ensure that you've 

completely filled it out.  You should hopefully see a lot of green and not very 

much orange at all.  That's how you know you're pretty much done.  

 

So I just pointed out a couple of things here that I did on the screenshot.  One 

of the prompts we have is for you to indicate whether your resources, if front 

of the native resources, behind the native resource.  And so, I've selected from 

the drop-down, front of the meter.  And so that prompt has turned green as 

I've done that.  

 

I've inputted a fake resource ID here into the resource ID prompt, and that has 

turned green.  So you should see that, as you fill these out, you should start to 

see a lot of green on the form.  So this is the first section, the agreement type 

section.  

 

As you scroll down on the offer info tab, the next section you will find is the 

participant information section.  So, hopefully this should be fairly 

straightforward for you to fill out.  What we're asking for here is information 

about you as the counterparty in terms of your contact information.  We're 

also asking for any developer or ownership information related to the resource 

itself.  So, hopefully this should be fairly straightforward for you to fill out.  

And I'll keep stepping through section by section here.  

 

The next section we will get to is kind of the, I would say the meat of the 

form.  And, you know, one of the most critical aspects of it is where you will 
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start to define your offer in terms of what you're offering through the form.  

And the way we've set this up is what you will do initially is actually input a 

set of NTC values for a year.  

 

And so, the first thing you'll actually do at the top of this section, you see this 

prompt that is labeled NQC data source.  It has a couple of options there.  

What I’d obviously like to view is the ISO 2021 NQC report, but that defines 

kind of your data source.  

 

And then what you'll want to do under the RA attributes section is populate 

each of the months that you fill out an annual set, basically a January through 

December quantities for the ISO NQC.  If you are using appendix A3 or A4, 

these are, again, the compensated resource offers.  You will also see a table 

for a year's worth of EFC or effective flexible capacity values that we're 

asking for. 

 

Again, as a reminder, for the compensated offers, that is a bundled product.  

So we're looking to procure not just the local, but the system and the flex.  

And so, we're asking that you input your - if your resource is a flexible, have 

flexible attributes that you would input your EFC values as well using the 

same data source.  

 

So, as you continue to - so just to make sure everybody understands.  When 

you input these values, these will eventually be used to derive their contract 

quantities, and I'll show you how that works in a second here.  As you scroll 

down to the very next section, what you'll see is this inputs for your monthly 

offer contracted percentage.  

 

So if you remember back to the initial input screen, one of the things that you 

define there was your initial delivery date and your delivery term.  And so, 
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what that will do is kind of set - it will set all of the months for which you 

need to provide us an offered contractive percentage.  

 

And so, what you see here is the start of that.  The screenshot at the top, where 

I started to put in percentages, those percentages then will get applied against 

the NQC values that you have entered, as well as the EFC values that you've 

entered, if that's applicable.  And that's how we will derive your offered 

contract quantities.  

 

What you'll see, I haven't shown it on the slides here, but underneath this, as 

you start to populate your offered percentages, you'll see a table below that 

will actually start to show those offered quantities.  They'll be grayed out 

because it's not something you need to input.  They're just being calculated as 

you enter your percentages.  

 

Below the section where you enter your offered contractive percentages, you'll 

see a small table where you can enter your contract price or your offered 

contract price.  And this is by - this would be the annual prices that you enter, 

so depending on, again, the delivery term that you have selected.  So in this 

case, I selected the 48-month delivery time.  

 

So all four years are unlocked and you - I would enter prices for each of those 

four years and dollars per kilowatt month.  If your delivery term was only two 

years, the first two years, then you would see those last two years grayed out, 

and you would only enter the first two.  Okay.  So those sessions kind of - 

they make up the transaction portion in terms of what you need to fill out for 

your offer.  

 

As we keep stepping through, the next section you'll find is the project 

information section.  So I'll just point out, the reason I went through at the 
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beginning of the presentation ordering paragraph 14 and 15 is, a lot of the 

prompts you'll see in this part of the form and the project information part of 

the form, has to do with the selection criteria that - you know, the guidance 

that's provided to us in the CPE decision.  

 

So, I'll just point out a few location.  So the two prompts you see at the very 

beginning, we ask that you indicate which local area your resource is - your 

local resource is tied to, and sub area as well, if that's applicable.  If your 

resource is in a local sub area within the local area, then we would ask that 

you fill that out as well. 

 

If you - if at the beginning of the form, you had indicated that your resource 

was a behind-the-meter resource, then the prompt will look a little bit different 

here.  It'll be a local area and a SubLap kind of combination set of choices that 

you'll choose from.  

 

Again, just below that, you'll see - you see a couple of prompts here related to 

the CalEnviroScreen score that I had mentioned earlier.  And that's a 

requirement of the decision.  As I mentioned before, I'm not going to get into 

the details of a lot of these things right now, but as I mentioned, you'll have 

documents posted in terms of detailed instructions on the forms for each of the 

forms specific to each one.  And then specific to CalEnviroScreen, there's a 

document that our team has developed that we will post as well so you can 

learn more about that and learn where you can find that information.  

 

So some of these other prompts have to do with things such as GHG adders, 

flexibility, more location information.  But I wanted you to be aware that 

these prompts, you will see them in most of the forms.  Some of the form - 

well, I would say one form, the non-compensated self-shown form appendix 

A1, as I mentioned before, is more of a scaled down version of the offer form.  
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So you may not see some of these prompts, and may not have to supply that 

information. 

 

As we keep stepping through, you will be asked to provide information about 

the operational characteristics of your resource.  This is information that 

eventually will go into the form agreement, the contract, and define kind of 

the characteristics of your resource.  

 

So this is an example of one.  As you remember from the initial input screen, 

there are a number of different resource.  This is also solicitation.   So, there's 

a number of different resource types that you can select from.  This is the - 

this is what the operational characteristic prompts look like for a renewable 

resource, but they will vary depending on which type of resource you select 

for your offer. 

 

So, the sessions I've been going through are really kind of universal to the four 

forms.  You will see some version of those sections in each of the four forms.  

What I'm - again, what I'm going to get into now, are some of the - or the 

sections that are more specific to appendix A3 and A4.  

 

And the first thing we'll talk about is the energy settlement section of 

appendix A3 and A4.  Again, this is for the compensated resource offers, 

where we are looking to procure either the bundled RA product or the bundled 

RA product with energy settlement.  

 

You - those of you who will be submitting offers in that regard, will have this 

option to select an energy settlement for your offer.  So, as I mentioned 

before, there is a logic to kind of - or a mapping in terms of which energy 

settlement options are available for which resource types.  
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The first two are fairly straight forward.  If you’re an energy storage resource, 

or if you have an energy storage resource for the offer, then you have the 

option to select the energy storage energy settlement option.  If you're - if you 

have a gas-fired resource, you can select the gas-fired energy settlement 

option.  

 

If your resource is, excuse me, a renewable hydro or a demand response 

resource, then you will have the option between either the fixed profile or the 

monthly price schedule energy settlement options.  And then if you have a 

hybrid resource, you'll be able to select from any of the energy settlement 

options that are associated with the resources technology types.  

 

So if I were to do a solar plus storage, I would actually have three options at 

my disposal.  I'd be able to do either the energy storage option, the fixed 

profile, or the monthly price schedule.  And then the screenshot here is just - 

it's just an example of what it looks like.  If you - in this case, I selected a 

solar PV resource, and you can see it unlocked options three and four, the 

fixed profile and the monthly price schedule. 

 

So now, I'll just quickly go through each of the four options and what the 

sections within the form look like in terms of what we'll be asking you to fill 

out if you choose one of these options.  The first is the energy storage option.  

If you select this option, then you'll be prompted to input a variable ONM 

rate, and the offered energy settlement payment quantities for each month of 

your desired term, that you defined at the - in the initial input screen.  

 

There are two other pieces that will be needed, which are the duration and 

round trip efficiency.  But these will be - these are - this is information you've 
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already filled out at this point in the operational characteristics for your 

resource.  So they'll be automatically pulled from those prompts.  

 

And so, the box at the bottom, I took from Wednesday's webinar, is just a 

reminder of kind of the concept behind this particular settlement option and 

the calculation for how it works.  So, you can see how the information we're 

asking you to provide will be used for the energy settlement calculation. 

 

The next option is the gas-fired energy settlement option.  And so, if as a 

participant, you select this option, we will ask you to input a contract keep 

rate, a variable ONM rate, and then also energy settlement payment quantities, 

again for each month of your desired term.  

 

There are also a number of other prompts that you'll see here, like gas index, 

alternate gas index, gas pipeline.  These are all drop-downs with various 

options for you.  And as you select the options, they will unlock actually other 

prompts that that can be filled out.  

 

I would encourage you to, again - at the bottom here in the green box, is taken 

from Wednesday's webinar, the concept of what we're trying to do here with 

this energy sentiment and the associated calculation.  I would encourage you 

to review the form agreement and understand how this is used, and then you'll 

have - you'll be able to kind of - you’ll be able to understand how to fill out 

the prompts that we - that are available to you here. 

 

Next, we have the fixed profile energy settlement option.  So, you as a 

participant, if you select this option, the fixed profile option, there will be an 

additional tab added to the workbook.  It's - it'll be called the fixed profile tab.  

You'll see it - you see it there in the screenshot.  And you will fill out an 

annual profile here by month and by trade hour, if megawatt hour values.  
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And you can see at the bottom again, the concept and calculation behind this 

energy settlement option.  So the values that you put into this profile will be 

treated as an hourly contract schedule and utilized within the energy 

settlement calculation.  And by the way, I'll get into this a little bit later.  But 

you can input multiple variants of this, if you so desire. 

 

And then the last option for energy settlement is the monthly price schedule, 

excuse me.  And what we'll ask you to input here are prices, hours, and 

payment quantities for each month of your desired term.  And so, the concept 

here is, we're taking the difference between the day ahead price and the energy 

settlement price for the X highest index prices of the month.  X is equal to the 

number of energy settlement hours that you define in the form here, and are 

fixed to contract execution.  And then you can see the calculation that's 

utilized for this option. 

 

So that was the energy settlement optionality that's within the form.  The next 

thing I want to talk about, again, which is an optional item, is variance.  And 

so again, completely optional for you.  The first item here is that participants 

submitting non-compensated shown offers or appendix A1, that you can 

submit one offer variation.  

 

Essentially you're just submitting a base offer.  There's really no reason to ask 

you to - or to give you the option to select to have more than one variation.  

You’re essentially indicating to us what the - what you want to show your 

resource for, right.  

 

For the other three offer forms, appendix A2, A3 and A4, you can submit up 

to five mutually exclusive offer variations, and it all happens within the same 

offer form.  So, for a compensated shown offer, again, you would utilize 
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appendix A2.  That offer form for this path, variations are allowed for contract 

price, initial delivery date, delivery term, and the offered contracted 

percentages I mentioned before, that percentage determines your contract 

quantities.  

 

For a compensated offer utilizing appendix A3 or A4, variations are allowed 

for contract price, initial delivery date, delivery term, offered contracted 

percentage, and then also for the energy settlement.  So you can do five 

different variations of the energy settlement.  If you have a renewable 

resource as I had in my example, and you have two options available to you 

for the energy settlement, you can actually offer both types, through your five 

variants if you choose to do so. 

 

So this slide kind of - it just begins to describe how you actually add the 

variant to your offer form.  Again, you're not submitting separate offer forms.  

All of these - each of the five variants are housed within one offer form.  So 

what you would do is, at the very top of the offer info tab, there is a add 

variant button that you see here, the first arrow on the left.  

 

You would click that button, and then once you select that button, a input 

screen will pop up, the screenshot on the right here, and you will reselect 

parameters that apply to your variance.  So, this is where you'll have an option 

to now select a different initial delivery date for your offer, and a different 

delivery term than what you originally chose in your base offer, or your base 

variance, sorry.  

 

And then you'll also be able, again, to select if you would like to select 

another energy settlement option.  You can also, at this point, if you don't - if 

you'd like to offer your second variant without an energy settlement, you can 
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hit the clear energy settlement button, and the second variant will essentially 

have no - or it will have no energy settlement included. 

 

Let's see.  This slide starts to show you kind of what the variant looks like 

once it's added.  So once you hit - I'll go back one real quick.  So, the last 

thing you want to do on that input form on the - or the input screen on the 

right, is hit that create offer button, just as we did in the initial input screen.  

 

And what it will do is add a column here to your offer form.  What you see 

here is variant B on the right.  So, that's how you'll know that you've added a 

variant.  And then just kind of how you would step through and fill it out.  

Any of the rows that you see as grayed out, this dark gray shade, those are just 

- those are cells that do not need to be reentered essentially for variant B.  

 

They’re locked in from your initial inputting from variant A or from your base 

variant.  Anything that's in orange in - like such as the screenshot below for 

contracted percentage, you will - you can go in and make edits for your 

variant. 

 

And then just the last thing to note on variants.  When you add a variant, you 

see this row at the top that says you use this variant question mark.  When you 

add a variant, that role will be defaulted to yes.  It will be green, and it will 

say yes.  If you go through and fill it out and then decide you don't actually 

want to submit that as a variant, you can go to the top and change the yes to a 

no.  

 

We - please do it this way, instead of trying to delete it.  If you try to delete it, 

it's going to - it will cause issues within the workbook, and I think you'll have 

to start over.  So, just go to the top, change it to no, and then just - you know, 

obviously the need to be very careful when you do this.  
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Double check that if you want to submit all five variants, that you've got yeses 

at the top.  And if you don't, that you've marked no correctly for the ones you 

don't want to submit.  There's - as noted here on the slide, any base offer of 

variant that is a value of no in this role will be ignored when we intake the 

form and start to evaluate offers. 

 

So, we're getting towards the end here.  And before I turn it over to Rob, the 

last thing you'll do is, the one section I didn't actually show is, there's a 

attestation section of the form.  There’s a few attestations that you will fill out 

prior to saving off your form.  But hopefully that should be fairly self-

explanatory.  

 

The final step here, though, is once you've completely filled out your form, 

the offer info tab is all green hopefully, you will go to the file name tab, and 

there is a file name generator within this tab.  And this is an important step 

because what it will do is it'll create a unique formatted name for your offer.  

 

This is important for us as we intake your offers.  We have tools that bring 

these offers in and then aggregate the data for us.  And so, it's really important 

that you utilize this functionality.  You hit that - it's fairly simple.  Just hit the 

generate form in button.  

 

What you'll see is on the next screen here, if you look at the screenshot at the 

top, it'll automatically generate a file name for you based on some of the 

information you've inputted into the form, like counterparty name, project 

name, resource ID, and create a unique identifier for your offer.  And then 

you'll be able to hit the save this file button and save the form wherever you 

need to save it prior to submittal.  
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So, at this point, I'm at the end of the slides I'm going to go through in terms 

of the offer form.  I'm going to turn it over to my colleague, Rob Budinger, 

who is our - part of our solicitation management team, and he's going to walk 

you through how you actually submit your offer package into the 

PowerAdvocate platform that we have here at PG&E. 

 

Rob Budinger: Thank you very much, Amol.  Good afternoon, everyone.  My name is Rob 

Budinger.  I'm a member of the PG&E central procurement energy team.  

Thanks again for attending our webinar.  We have very nearly come to the end 

of the information we have to share with you today.  

 

We're going to wrap up with just a couple of logistical reminders.  PG&E CPE 

will be using a third party online platform called PowerAdvocate to receive 

formal offer form submittals.  There'll be three distinct PowerAdvocate sites.  

Links to those sites can be found under the PowerAdvocate instructions 

registration information and offer submittal heading on the PG&E CPE 

solicitation website.  

 

We want to make sure that participants register for the appropriate site, and 

that they upload documents and their offers to the correct site.  As illustrated 

in this first column of the table shown here, the three distinct PowerAdvocate 

sites are non-compensated self-shown offers from all participants.  

 

So if you plan to submit an offer for a non-compensated self-shown resource, 

please use that PowerAdvocate site.  And as illustrated in red in the second 

column of the table, non-compensated self-shown offers from all participants 

need to be submitted using either the appendix A1 offer form, the appendix 

A3 offer form, or the appendix A4 offer form. 
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If you’re from PG&E and you’re submitting a competitive offer, there is a 

distinct PowerAdvocate site for all competitive offers from PG&E.  As a 

participant in our solicitation, and as illustrated in column two, you would 

submit the appendix A2 offer form.  

 

And lastly there's a PowerAdvocate site for all competitive offers from all 

non-PG&E participants.  Again, as illustrated in column two, you would also 

submit the appendix A2 offer form.  So once again, please understand that 

there are three distinct portals and platforms within PowerAdvocate, and to 

carefully review your options and select and upload documents to the 

appropriate PowerAdvocate site.  

 

Instructions detailing how to register for PowerAdvocate and how to submit 

offer forms and other solicitation documents, are available under the 

PowerAdvocate instructions registration information.  It offers submittal 

heading on the PG&E CPE website.  PG&E CPE strongly encourages 

participants to register with PowerAdvocate as soon as possible to avoid the 

possibility of last minute submission technical difficulties.  Next slide, please. 

 

So lastly, we're going to review some high level offer submittal reminders.  

We want to make sure participants are aware that the data input into the 

applicable appendix A, will result in terms of contractual implications.  The 

data that a participant inputs into the offer form that they submit to PG&E 

CPE, will be used to populate the applicable agreement form.  

 

It is very important that you review the information that you are submitting 

via the offer form, and make sure it's accurate.  Please note that each offer 

package must be complete at the time of submission.  Failure to provide all 

documents may result in PG&E CPE deeming the offer non-conforming.  
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Also, participants submitting non-compensation shown offers, may only 

submit one offer at a specific interconnection point.  No offer variants are 

allowed.  And participants submitting competitive offers, may submit up to 

five mutually exclusive offer variations.  

 

Please note, the resources must have a single CAISO resource identification, 

as defined in the CAISO tariffs.  Behind-the-meter and demand response 

resources, must be in a single SubLap.  And this is important to keep in mind, 

that participants are only allowed to submit one version of a proposed markup 

- of proposed markups for each applicable agreement.  Next slide, please. 

 

A final slide here before we transition into a quick intermission.  PG&E's 

CPE’s 2021 local RA RFO website provides everything you need to know, all 

the documents you need to submit an offer, including but not limited to, 

solicitation documents, including offer forms, solicitation schedules, and 

agreement forms.  

 

Also provided there is CPUC list of predetermined prices for the LCR RCM.  

Please keep in mind that all solicitation communications should be directed to 

CPEsolicitations@pge.com.  And please be sure to copy the independent 

evaluator at MerrimackIE@merrimackenergy.com.  

 

We're now going to have a quick intermission, during which the CPE team 

will review the questions that were submitted throughout the webinar, and we 

will return shortly and provide answers to as many of those questions as 

possible.  Thank you again for attending today, and we will be back to answer 

your question shortly.  Michelle, we are ready to go to our brief intermission. 
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Coordinator: Thank you.  Please stand by, everyone, for a brief intermission.  And please 

continue to stand by for a brief intermission.  Thank you.  Thank you for 

standing by.  I’ll now turn the conference back over to Patel. 

 

Amol Patel: Yes.  Hi, everybody.  Sorry for the delay.  We were going through all of the 

questions that you submitted.  So, there's a few questions that we'll be able to 

answer here.  And then there were some other questions that are going to 

require a little bit more research on our end that will - in terms of going into 

the offer forms and looking at specific cells.  I think there were some very 

specific questions.  So, we'll do that and post those answers in the Q&A doc, 

the webinar Q&A doc that we post later.  But for now, I'll take a shot at some 

of the questions that we should be able to answer here.  

 

So the first one is, for orange cells which are not applicable but require a 

number and zero is not appropriate, what number should we use?  For 

example, start and run our limitation, should we use the maximum limit 

9,999?  Yes, that's fine to do that.  You can just go ahead.  

 

Whatever the - a lot of these cells - input cells have cell validations on them.  

So, if you’re looking for a number between a range and yes, that's what we've 

defined, if it's a positive number that we're looking at, you may see something 

like you need to input something between zero and 9,999.  You can just go 

ahead and input that maximum number and we'll know what you mean by 

that.  

 

Second question, are you required to select an energy settlement in the initial 

offer?  I think you meant initial input screen.  No, you're not required to select 

an energy settlement.  Again, just to recap, the energy settlement is an option 

that's within appendix A3 and appendix A4, for the compensated resource 

offers, and it's completely optional.  So you can offer as RA only, or you can 
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offer the resources RA plus energy settlement.  If you wish to include it, then 

you'll have - as I went through in the deck, you'll have options associated with 

your resource type.  

 

The next question is, what if we don't have the full NQC output of the unit?  

What are we supposed to input as the NQC value?  The answer, participants 

should enter the full NQC value of the resource.  Participants should use their 

contractive percentage fields to determine the amount of capacity attributes 

offer to PG&E, the CPE. 

 

And then the next question, what if you don't have a full year to offer?  The 

form looks like it's up to four years in full contract years.  So, you can - in that 

initial, and maybe I wasn't clear enough when I went through the initial input 

screen, you can offer a delivery term anywhere from one month to - up to 48 

months, which is the maximum delivery time.  

 

There are controls built into that.  I'll just mention this.  There are controls 

built into those drop-downs that will cap you.  So, for example, it's a 

maximum of a 48-month delivery term, but there is - if you referenced via 

solicitation protocol and the documents, we have a 50% delivery time 

requirement. 

 

So if - you can do 48 months, if you start January 2023.  Otherwise, any 

subsequent months that capital will diminish, right.  So - but yes, if you don't 

have a full year to offer, you can offer any number of months up to one year if 

you need to.  

 

And I think those are all of the questions that we got that we can answer right 

now.  Like I said, we had quite a few more questions that are going to require 
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a little bit more research on our end, but we will get that taken care of and get 

the Q&A document posted up to the website as soon as we can.  

 

Michelle, I think we are done.  I'll just - as a final, thank you, thanks to 

everyone who dialed in and participated in the webinar.  We appreciate the 

questions.  If you think of any more questions, please feel free to send them to 

our solicitation mailbox, and we'll get back to you on those.  All right.  I 

appreciate it.  Thank you. 

 

Coordinator: And thank you.  This concludes today's conference call.  You may go ahead 

and disconnect at this time. 

 

 

END 
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