
 

   
 

 
 

    
                                           
 

CONTRACT OPPORTUNITY ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

 
 Professional Service Contract 

 Construction Contract 

 Service Contract 

X Material Requirement 

 Other 

 
Contract Opportunity Title: Request for Proposal (RFP) 

(EPIC) Capacitive Balancing Units 
 
Estimated Contract Value (Range): $400,000 
 
Work Location: San Ramon, CA 
  
Response 
Deadline: 

November 18, 2019 at 2:00 PM PST 

    



       
  
   

 
 

Contract Opportunity Description:  
Background: 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E), incorporated in California in 1905, is one of the largest combination 
natural gas and electric utilities in the United States.  Based in San Francisco, the company is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of PG&E Corporation. 
 
There are approximately 20,000 employees who carry out PG&E’s primary business—the transmission and 
delivery of energy.  The Company provides natural gas and electric service to approximately 14 million people 
throughout a 70,000-square-mile service area in northern and central California. Our customers include over 20,000 
schools, 3,000 hospitals, 20,000 high-tech companies and 700 military facilities. As the primary gas and electric 
service provider for Central and Northern California, PG&E has impressive size and territory that stretches from 
Eureka to Bakersfield and from the Pacific Ocean to the Sierra Nevada.  PG&E provides electricity to over 4.9 
million customers and gas to over 3.9 million customers.  PG&E is determined to expand opportunities which 
enhance our commitment to diversity, safety, environmental stewardship, and corporate integrity.  
 
REFCL (Rapid Earth Fault Current Limiter) is designed to “limit” the amount of fault current that can flow as result 
of a phase-to-ground fault. This reduction in current flow significantly reduces the risk that bare-wire on the 
ground will cause a fire given that the propensity for arcing is reduced. REFCL can reduce the conductor-soil arcing 
in many circumstances to levels below that required to start a fire. 
 
The EPIC 3.15 project consists of installing Swedish Neutral’s Ground Fault Neutralizer at the Calistoga substation 
along with the associated substation and distribution equipment installations. 
 
To ensure performance of the REFCL equipment, the connected distribution circuits must have balanced line to 
ground capacitance for each phase.  New capacitive balancing units (CBU) will be installed to finely adjust the 
amount of ground current from each phase at different locations.  Each CBU consists of three single phase 
transformers and a custom electrical panel containing the controls and low voltage capacitors.  PG&E is 
conducting the RFP for the CBU electrical panels. 
 
 



       
  
   

 
 

Contract Opportunity Description: 
 
PG&E will conduct RFP with suppliers for procurement of the capacitive balancing unit panels.  The successful 
bidder will be responsible for designing, furnishing, and delivering approximately quantity fifteen of the CBU 
panels per the detailed scope of work. 
 
Supply Chain Responsibility Requirements 
 
The selected team will be responsible for complying with PG&E’s Supply Chain Responsibility policies and 
procedures. The Contractor will provide a detailed description of their internal, specific, supplier responsibility 
program and practices. 
 
Other Requirements   
Compliance with PG&E Contractor, Consultant, and Supplier code of Conduct which can be reviewed at: 
http://www.pgecorp.com/aboutus/ethics_compliance/con_con_ven/index.shtml  
 
Required steps to be considered for participation: 
Suppliers interested in participating in RFP must,  
 

• E-mail a PG&E representative at Brian.Wilson@pge.com to express interest by November 18, 2019 at 2:00 
PM PST  for inclusion and authorization to access the RFQ via PG&E’s online sourcing tool, 
PowerAdvocate. Please include the following information: Company name, e-mail address, contact name, 
and phone number. 

• PG&E will issue an RFQ through PowerAdvocate for suppliers to provide specific qualifications, proposal 
and pricing for PG&E Review.  

o Reply to invite email from Power Advocate once received (Target Date 11/18/2019) 
• PG&E will evaluate and select suppliers that meet the minimum requirements outlined in the RFQ. 

 
 
PG&E Contact: Brian Wilson 
Email: Brian.Wilson@pge.com 
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