OCTOBER 2021

DTSC WORK NOTICE

Department of Toxic Substances Control – Our mission is to protect the people, communities, and environment of California from
harmful chemicals by cleaning up contaminated sites, enforcing hazardous waste laws, and compelling the development of safer products.

PG&E Former Manufactured Gas Plants (MGPs)
3620 Buchanan Street, San Francisco

Treatability Study and Soil Cleanup
November 1, 2021 through August 12, 2022
The California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) oversees a program to sample and,
where necessary, clean up former manufactured gas plant (MGP) sites that PG&E historically owned
or operated. MGPs produced gas from coal and oil before natural gas was readily available. Chemical
compounds associated with former MGP sites include polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs). This
work includes a treatability study and soil cleanup at 3620 Buchanan Street within the former North
Beach MGP site boundaries. The purpose of the treatability study is to evaluate potential treatment of
MGP-related contamination in groundwater at depths of up to 50 feet below ground surface.
What is the work?
• Advancing 18 borings to collect soil and groundwater samples.
• Installing 10 treatment wells and one temporary groundwater monitoring well within the property.
• Installing seven groundwater monitoring wells on sidewalks and streets, shown in the figure on the
last page.
• Injecting an oxidant into the treatment wells to treat MGP-related compounds.
• Sampling groundwater during the treatability study to monitor effects.
• Excavating 1,200 cubic yards (approximately 75 truckloads) of contaminated soil and transporting
to a permitted waste disposal facility. Backfilling the excavated area with clean soil.
• Final sampling of soil and groundwater to monitor effects of the treatability study.
• There will be additional construction work on the property conducted by the property owner.
What will you see?
• Well installation and boring activities will involve workers using handheld equipment (e.g., hand
augers, probes) and drilling equipment such as truck-mounted drill rigs.
• There will be temporary above-ground infrastructure within the property, including a trailer (with
mixing equipment and injection pumps), hoses, tanks, and storage containers. This phase of work
will take approximately three months.
• Workers will remove contaminated soil using heavy equipment, including excavators. Covered
trucks will transport soil to a permitted disposal facility. This phase of work will take approximately
five months.
• There will be an additional six weeks of sampling soil and groundwater to monitor the effects of
the treatability study.

When will you see the work?
• This work is expected to occur from November 1, 2021 through August 12, 2022.
• Work will take place on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
How will the work impact you?
• Portions of sidewalks and parking spaces will be temporarily blocked off so that work can be
conducted safely.
• There will be temporary noise impacts from drilling, excavating, trucking, backfilling, and
compacting soil; work will be conducted according to the San Francisco Noise Control Ordinance.
Information on the Noise Enforcement Program can be found on the San Francisco Department of
Public Health website: www.sfdph.org/dph/EH/Noise.
Please note: Groundwater in these areas is not used as a drinking water source. Drinking water is
provided by the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission.
PG&E has a dedicated phone line for community inquiries. If you have questions or
concerns about this work, please contact PG&E at (415) 973-0270.
For more information and sampling results from previous investigations, please visit:
www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public (enter “PG&E Former North Beach Manufactured Gas Plant” and
select from drop-down menu)
You can also find hardcopies of the documents at the following information repositories:
• DTSC File Room 700 Heinz Avenue, Berkeley, California 94710, (510) 540-3800 (call for
appointment)
• PG&E Community Resource Office, 1593 North Point, 2nd Floor, (415) 973-0270 (call for
appointment)
If you have any questions about this project, please contact the following DTSC staff:
• Whitney Smith, Unit Chief , Phone: (510) 540-3772, Whitney.Smith@dtsc.ca.gov
• Asha Setty, Public Participation Specialist, Phone: (510) 540-3910; Tollfree: (866) 495-5651, Asha.Setty@dtsc.ca.gov
• For media inquiries only: Russ Edmondson, Public Information Officer, Phone: (916) 323-3372,
Russ.Edmondson@dtsc.ca.gov

