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Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) is committed to addressing environmental impacts from
our historical operations. This includes conducting cleanup work at the Former Potrero Power Plant
Site (the Site), which is currently underway. All cleanup activities at the Site are overseen by the
San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board (Water Board) and in coordination with
property owner Associate Capital.
This month’s Newsletter includes updates on the following activities and project milestones:
• Cleanup Preparation in the Offshore Sediment Area
• Completion of Northeast Area/Pier 70 Fieldwork
• Unit 3 Power Block Closure Plan

PG&E Prepares for Offshore Sediment Cleanup
This area includes sediments in the San Francisco
Bay near the former power plant property and the
Port of San Francisco’s Pier 70. Earlier this year, the
Water Board approved a final cleanup plan, called
a Remedial Action Plan (RAP), for the Offshore
Sediment Area.
The cleanup plan includes two methods to address
Offshore Sediment Area impacts: 1) sediment removal
and capping and 2) in-place treatment. We are now
working to complete permitting requirements. Active
cleanup work is expected to begin next year.
To prepare the Offshore Area for cleanup activities,
we recently completed the removal of approximately
80 large underwater, wooden pilings along the
shoreline. The pilings were part of the former pier
structures, and extended approximately 60 feet
beneath the surface of the water. Removal of the piles
was completed using a barge-mounted crane. The
removed piles were off-loaded from the barge at a
processing facility, shredded, then loaded into trucks
for disposal at an approved off-site landfill.
We expect to remove additional piles as part of the
cleanup work next year.

Barge and crane are positioned offshore for pile removal work
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Site Background
The Site is approximately 34 acres and is located at 1201 Illinois Street in San Francisco. Since the mid-1800s,
the Site has supported several industrial uses. A manufactured gas plant (MGP) operated on a portion of the Site
from the 1870s to the 1930s. PG&E operated the Potrero Power Plant at the Site from 1910 to 1999, when the
plant was sold. PG&E kept portions of the property, which contained infrastructure needed to supply energy to
San Francisco. The plant was operated by other energy generation companies from 1999 until it was shut down in
March 2011. Associate Capital purchased the Site in 2016 with the purpose of redevelopment. PG&E is addressing
impacts from historic site uses including MGP and our power plant operations, as agreed when we sold the plant.

Cleanup Progress To-Date
The Site is divided into seven work areas to allow investigation and cleanup work to move forward simultaneously in several areas.
So far, we have completed remediation in the PG&E Hoe Down Yard (soil management yard), the PG&E Switchyard/General Construction
Yard/Gas Load Center, and the Associate Capital-owned Station-A Area. Most recently, we completed fieldwork in the Northest Area
(including a portion of the Port of San Francisco’s Pier 70). Investigation and cleanup work continues in the Offshore Sediment, Unit 3
Power Block, and Tank Farm Areas. Further cleanup work may be required prior to site redevelopment.
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Northeast Area and Pier 70 Fieldwork Completed
Under a plan approved by the Water Board,
PG&E recently completed cleanup efforts in the
Northeastern Area of the Site, including a portion of
the Port of San Francisco’s Pier 70 property.
Environmental impacts present within the Northeast
Area are primarily associated with operations of the
former manufactured gas plant (MGP). On the former
power plant property, a cement binding agent was
mixed into impacted soil, making the MGP residues
immobile. This approach addressed MGP residues

Site restoration efforts in Northeast Area (October 2018)

that extended deep below the ground surface. On the
Pier 70 property, MGP residues at shallower depths
were excavated and transported to permitted disposal
facilities. Clean concrete was then used to backfill the
excavated areas.
With our fieldwork completed, we are now focused
on site restoration efforts, which includes the
installation of a durable cover in the cleanup area.
Restoration efforts are expected to continue into early
December.

Pier 70 excavation activities (September 2018)

Water Board Holds Public Comment Period for Unit 3 Power Block Closure Plan
This area includes the Unit 3 power plant, which provided
power to San Francisco until it was shut down by a previous
owner in 2011. Soil and groundwater investigation results
and a Human Health Risk Assessment for the Unit 3
Power Block Area (currently owned by Associate Capital)
have been approved. PG&E is now working with the Water
Board to move forward on a closure plan and regulatory
closure of the area.

Remedy to community members and project stakeholders.
For those interested in reviewing the details of the closure
plan, it is also available on the Water Board’s website at:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/public_
notices (scroll down to the “Site Cleanup” section).
The Water Board will not make a final decision to approve
the closure plan until all public comments have been
reviewed.

A closure plan, also known as a Draft Final Remedy, was
available for a 30-day public review and comment period
earlier this month. The Draft Final Remedy describes the
institutional and engineering controls being proposed
to effectively manage environmental impacts to fill soil
underneath the Unit 3 Power Block Area. These steps will
help protect human health and the environment during
current use of the Site and any future construction or
redevelopment.
As part of the Public Comment Period, the Water Board
mailed a Fact Sheet detailing the specifics of the Draft Final

A Closure Plan for the Unit 3 Power Block Area
awaits Water Board approval
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For More Information
We welcome community input and involvement in our cleanup efforts. Please visit www.pge.com/potrero or contact the
PG&E Environmental Remediation Information and Response Line at 1-866-247-0581 to leave a message. Calls are
returned the same day or next business day. You can also email us at remediation@pge.com.

Safety is PG&E’s top priority. All components of our project work are structured to protect the
local community, the environment and site workers. As our work progresses this year, PG&E
will implement and enforce all appropriate safety protocols.
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