
PG&E continues to work and make progress towards the environmental investigation and cleanup 
of the former Potrero Power Plant property, as well as a portion of Pier 70. This work includes 
addressing impacts from a former Manufactured Gas Plant (MGP) that operated there from the 
1870s to the 1930s. PG&E operated the power plant from 1910 to 1999, when it was sold to Southern 
Company. Last month, the Potrero property was sold by NRG Potrero, LLC to Associate Capital. PG&E 
will continue to work with the new property owner as we plan and implement our cleanup efforts. 

Inside this newsletter you will find an update about our plans for community meetings and upcoming cleanup work  
in the following areas:

• Offshore Sediment Cleanup Plan Development
• Northeast Area (Portions of the Potrero Power Plant and Pier 70) Cleanup Plan Approval
• Station A Closure
• Power Station Closure

We work under the oversight of the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board (Water Board) and a number  
of local, state and federal regulatory agencies, including the Port of San Francisco.
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Progress Overview
In an effort to expedite the cleanup process, the former Potrero Power Plant (Site) has been divided into seven work areas (see site map 
below). To date, we have finished work in three of the seven areas: the PG&E-owned Hoe Down Yard, the Switchyard/General Construction 
Yard and the Station A Area. Work is progressing in the remaining areas: the Northeast Area (portions of the Potrero Power Plant and Pier 
70), the Offshore Sediment Area, the Tank Farm and the former Power Generation Area. 
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Planning for Offshore Sediment Cleanup 

In late 2015, the Water Board approved a cleanup feasibility 
study and cleanup approach for the Offshore Sediment 
Area. This area includes sediments in the San Francisco 
Bay near the former power plant property and the Port of 
San Francisco’s Pier 70. 

The cleanup approach includes a combination of removing 
impacted soil and installing a cap, treating some of the 
sediments in-place using activated carbon, and using 
ongoing natural recovery processes to reduce the level  
of impacts.

We are now working with the Water Board and other 
oversight agencies to develop a Remedial Action Plan 
(RAP), for the Offshore Area. The RAP will provide details 
of how the cleanup plan will be implemented. It will also 
include our planned trucking route, and important worker 
and community safety plans.

The Water Board will make the plan available for 
public review and comment next year. We welcome the 
community’s feedback on our draft plan. 

Northeast Area Cleanup Plan Approved 

In late July, a Cleanup Plan for the Northeast Area 
was approved by the Water Board. The plan, known as 
a Remedial Action Plan (RAP), details how PG&E will 
clean up impacts from a former Manufactured Gas 
Plant that operated in the Northeastern Area of the 
Site, including a portion of Pier 70. The cleanup plan 
is available on the Water Board Geotracker website 
at: https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov. Click on 
advanced search and enter Case ID number: 38S0038.

Under the approved plan, a cement-mix (also known 
as in-place soil solidification) will be used to address 
residues that extend deep below ground surface. These 
are very challenging to excavate due to both depth 
and proximity to the San Francisco Bay. The in-place 

treatment of the soil will be both protective of human 
health and the environment. 

On the Pier 70 property, residues will be excavated 
and transported to a permitted disposal facility. Clean 
soil or gravel will be used to backfill and grade the 
excavated areas. 

Active cleanup will begin next year. Before work 
starts, we will host a community meeting. Community 
members will be invited to meet the project team 
and learn in-detail our plans for upcoming work. 
Information will also be provided about local hiring 
goals and opportunities. 

Unit 3 Power Generation Facility Closure Plan Development 

The Potrero power plant was shut down in 2011. We recently completed soil and groundwater testing in the area and are 
now working with the Water Board to analyze the results. We expect a closure plan will be available for public review and 
comment later this year and all work for this area is anticipated to be completed in 2017. 

Keeping the Community Informed

PG&E is committed to keeping the community fully 
informed about our activities at the Potrero Site. We 
welcome your feedback and encourage you to attend 
future meetings and open houses. In addition, the 
Water Board has a separate public outreach process 
to collect public comments. We anticipate the Water 
Board will hold a public meeting next year to review the 
Sediment Area Cleanup Plan.

If you have questions, please visit www.pge.com/
potrero or call the PG&E Environmental Remediation 
Information and Response Line at 1-866-247-0581  
and leave a message. Calls are returned the same  
day or next business day. You can also email: 
remediation@pge.com. 

Station A Cleanup Work Complete This Fall 

We are nearing a major milestone as we near the 
formal completion of the Station A Area, one of the 
largest areas at the Site. 

Last year, the Water Board approved a risk 
management plan (RMP)/final remedy for the Station 
A Area. The final remedy outlines the steps that will 
be taken to maintain safe conditions during future 
construction and uses. Separately, NRG (the previous 
property owner) and the Water Board finalized the 
terms of a land use covenant (LUC) that details how the 
area will remain protective of human health and the 
environment into the future.

Now that both documents are in-place, the Water 
Board is expected to issue a formal completion (no 
further action) letter by the end of this year. 

Active Northeast Area Cleanup to begin next year. 

Formal Station A closure expected this year. 

Potrero project team meets with community members during 
Open House at the Dog Patch Café.

Page 3Page 2



Former Potrero Power Plant 
Site Remediation

Project Newsletter 
November 2016
Open for more  
information about  
the cleanup of  
the former Potrero  
Power Plant property.

Zeynep Ungun
PG&E 
3401 Crow Canyon Road
San Ramon, CA 94583

Safety is PG&E’s top priority.  

All components of our project work are structured to protect the local community, the 

environment and site workers. As our work progresses this year, PG&E will implement and 

enforce all appropriate safety protocols.

For More Information

Please visit www.pge.com/potrero or contact the PG&E Environmental Remediation Information and 

Response Line at 1-866-247-0581 and leave a message. Calls are returned the same day or next business 

day. You can also email us at potreroinfo@pge.com.
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