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Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) is committed to taking care of environmental impacts from our historical operations. We 
have made significant progress at the former Potrero Power Plant Site and active cleanup work is now taking place in the Northeast 
Area of the Site. Inside this newsletter you will find updates about upcoming community meetings and activities in the following areas: 

• Northeast Area – Cleanup Underway 
• Tank Farm – Completion of Structure Demolition and Upcoming Investigations 
• Offshore Sediment Area – Cleanup Plan Available for Public Comment

We are working under the oversight of the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board (Water Board) and a number of 
local, state and federal regulatory agencies, including the Port of San Francisco. PG&E is thankful to the local community for your 
support during our cleanup efforts. We look forward to your ongoing involvement and input.
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Northeast Area Cleanup Begins 

In July, PG&E began cleanup work in the Northeast Area 
of the Site. Current construction efforts are focused on 
solidifying soil up to 56 feet below ground. This involves 
mixing soil with cement designed to make MGP residues 
immobile. The cleanup of shallow soil on a portion of Pier 
70 will follow. 

During the cleanup, you may see workers using backhoes, 
excavators, loaders and a crane. Truck traffic, which will 
use City-approved routes, will range from five trucks 
per day at the low end to 40 trucks per day at the height 
of operations. We conduct regular outreach to our 
immediate neighbors to help ensure their businesses are 
not impacted by our work.

Nothing is more important to PG&E than the safety of our 
customers and the community. 

Measures that we have implemented to protect workers 
and the public include: 

• Air monitoring during soil disturbing work 
• Dust and odor control measures, including wet 

sweeping of pavement, covering stockpiles, using odor 
suppressant and wetting soil 

• Cleaning, inspecting and covering truck beds with tarps 
before they leave the Site

We expect work to continue through the fall of 2018.

Crane in-place at Site.Excavation work begins in Northeast Area.
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Property History

The Potrero Power Plant Site, located at 1201 Illinois Street in San Francisco, is approximately 34 acres. Since the mid-1800s the Site 
has had several industrial uses. PG&E operated the Potrero Power Plant from 1910 to 1999, when it was sold. PG&E kept portions of 
the plant property, which serve as critical energy infrastructure for San Francisco. 

The plant was shut down in March 2011. In 2016, Associate Capital purchased the Site. We are addressing impacts from PG&E’s 
historic uses of the Site, including a Manufactured Gas Plant (MGP) that operated there from the 1870s to the 1930s. More than 1,500 
such plants were located across the country and produced gas for lighting, heating and cooking. With the arrival of natural gas in the 
1930s, gas manufacturing stopped and the MGPs were closed.
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Cleanup Progress To-Date 
In an effort to expedite the cleanup process, the Site has been divided into seven specific work areas. Work is now complete in three of the 
seven work areas — the PG&E Hoe Down Yard (soil management yard), the PG&E Switchyard/General Construction Yard/Gas Load Center, 
and the Associate Capital owned Station A Area. Work is progressing in the Northeast Area (including a portion of the Pier 70 property), the 
Offshore Sediment Area and the former Power Generation Facility.

Tank Farm Investigations to Start

The Associate Capital-owned Tank Farm area included three large above-ground tanks formerly used to store fuel oil. 
Associate Capital recently removed these tanks and is now working to restore the area. This fall, PG&E is planning to 
assess soil and groundwater in this now accessible area. The assessments will help inform a cleanup plan for the area.

Demolition of three above-ground fuel oil tanks is complete.
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Offshore Sediment Cleanup Plan Available for Public Comment   

PG&E is working with the Water Board to finalize a Cleanup 
Plan for the Offshore Sediment Area. The Draft Cleanup 
Plan, also known as a Remedial Action Plan (RAP), outlines 
two main cleanup methods to address the impacts found in 
three zones of the Offshore Sediment Area. 

Work in the Nearshore Zone (about 50 to 75 feet from 
shore) includes dredging and covering the area with natural 
materials. Work in the Transition Zone (about 100 to 200 
feet from shore) involves treating impacts in-place using 
activated carbon. Some areas with low-level impacts will 
recover naturally. All areas will be monitored to confirm 
that the cleanup was a success. 

In order to ensure the public has a chance to review and 
provide comments on the Draft Cleanup Plan, the Water 
Board is holding a Public Comment period between 
September 5 – October 5. A Public Meeting will take place 
on September 21 (see back panel for details). At the 
meeting, you can provide comments in-person, learn about 
the project, and ask questions.

A Fact Sheet with more details about the Draft Cleanup 
Plan and public review process will be mailed by the Water 
Board. Upon Water Board approval of the Cleanup Plan, 
active cleanup work is expected to begin in 2019.
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Safety is PG&E’s top priority.  

All components of our project work are 

structured to protect the local community, the 

environment and site workers. As our work 

progresses this year, PG&E will implement 

and enforce all appropriate safety protocols.

For More Information

Please visit www.pge.com/potrero or contact the PG&E 

Environmental Remediation Information and Response Line 

at 1-866-247-0581 to leave a message. Calls are returned 

the same day or next business day. You can also email us at 

remediation@pge.com.

PUBLIC MEETING

The Water Board will host a Public Meeting 

to gather additional community input and 

feedback on a Draft Cleanup Plan for the 

Offshore Sediment Area of the Potrero 

Site (see inside Newsletter for additional 

information on the Draft Cleanup Plan). 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

6:30-7:30 P.M.

POTRERO HILL NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE  

(located at 953 De Haro Street in San Francisco)

Light refreshments will be served.


