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Pacific Gas and Electric Company is committed to addressing environmental impacts from our historical 
operations. We have made significant progress at the former Potrero Power Plant Site, and in 2017 we will 
be ramping up our cleanup efforts. All cleanup activities at the Site are being overseen by the San Francisco 
Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board (Water Board). 

PG&E is thankful to the local community and our project stakeholders for your support during the cleanup, 
and we look forward to your continued involvement and feedback this year. 

Property History

The Potrero Power Plant Site, located at 1201 Illinois Street in San Francisco, is about 34 acres in size. The Site has had 
industrial uses since the mid-1800s. PG&E operated the Potrero Power Plant from 1910 to 1999, when it was sold. PG&E 
kept portions of the property, which serve as critical energy infrastructure for San Francisco. 

The plant was shut down in March 2011 by a subsequent owner. In 2016, Associate Capital purchased the plant. We are 
addressing impacts from PG&E’s historic use of the Site, including a Manufactured Gas Plant (MGP) that operated there from 
the 1870s to the 1930s. More than 1,500 such plants were located across the country and produced gas for lighting, heating 
and cooking using coal and oil. With the arrival of natural gas in the 1930s, PG&E MGPs were no longer needed and closed.
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Cleanup Progress-To-Date 
In an effort to expedite the cleanup process, the Site has been divided into seven specific work areas. Work is now complete in three of the 
seven work areas — the PG&E Hoe Down Yard (soil management yard), the PG&E Switchyard/General Construction Yard/Gas Load Center, 
and the Associate Capital owned Station A Area. Work is progressing in the Northeast Area (including a portion of the Pier 70 property), the 
Offshore Sediment Area and the former Power Generation Facility.
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Power Generation Facility – Work Underway 

PG&E recently completed soil and groundwater 
investigations in the area of the former power generation 
facility, which was shut down in 2011. We are now working 
with the Water Board to analyze the results. We expect 
work in the area to conclude this year. 

Tank Farm Removal Planned for This Spring  

The Potrero Power Plant Site has three large above-
ground tanks that were formerly used to store fuel oil. 
The property owner Associate Capital is beginning the 
process of removing the tanks to facilitate the future 
redevelopment of the Site. Once the Tanks are removed by 
Associate Capital, PG&E will be conducting environmental 
investigations of conditions under the tanks to determine 
what cleanup work will be needed.

Associate Capital's removal of the tanks is expected to 
begin this spring with the investigations to follow later  
this year.

Station A Closure Approved 

On February 13, 2017, Water Board issued a “No Further Action” letter for the Station A Area, indicating that no 
further environmental cleanup work is needed in this area of the Site. 

“No Further Action” letter for the Station A Area marks cleanup milestone

Safety is PG&E’s top priority.  

All components of our project work 

are structured to protect the local 

community, the environment and site 

workers. As our work progresses this 

year, PG&E will implement and enforce 

all appropriate safety protocols.

For More Information

Please visit www.pge.com/potrero or contact the PG&E 

Environmental Remediation Information and Response 

Line at 1-866-247-0581 and leave a message. Calls are 

returned the same day or next business day. You can 

also email us at remediation@pge.com.
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Offshore Sediment Cleanup Plan  

A cleanup method for the Offshore Sediment Area was approved by the Water Board last year, which included gathering 
community input during a public meeting and comment period. PG&E is now working on a detailed cleanup plan, known 
as a Draft Remedial Action Plan. In July, the Water Board is planning to have a Public Comment period to gather additional 
input. This will include hosting a public meeting to gather feedback and issuing a detailed Fact Sheet. 

Northeast Area Cleanup Beginning This Summer 

We expect to begin active cleanup work in the Northeast 
Area this summer, pending permit approvals. Envi-
ronmental impacts present within the Northeast Area, 
which includes a portion of the Port of San Francisco’s 
Pier 70, are primarily related to the former MGP. 

Under the cleanup plan approved by the Water Board, 
impacts will be removed in some locations, and solidified 
in-place in other locations using a cement mix. Clean 
soil or gravel will be used to backfill and grade the 
removal areas and a durable cover will be installed 
in certain areas. This cleanup approach will minimize 
truck traffic and other impacts to the neighborhood. 
Construction will take about 18 months to complete.

PG&E is committed to keeping the community fully 
informed about our activities at the Potrero Site. Later 
this month, we will host a community open house to 
share details about the cleanup effort (see back panel 
for more information). Join us and learn more about 
this effort. 

Before work begins, the Water Board will mail a Work 
Notice describing cleanup activities. We also plan to 
issue regular updates during construction. If you are 
interested in getting regular updates, please email your 
request to us at remediation@pge.com and provide 
your name, address and email address. 

Cleanup of Northeast Area beginning this summer
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An Open House Invitation from PG&E…
PG&E invites you to a community open house to learn more about the progress we are 
making on the cleanup of the former Potrero Power Plant Site.

The open house will provide more information about upcoming activities and cleanup efforts. Come meet the 
project team, enjoy light refreshments and ask us questions. We look forward to seeing you.

Open House regarding cleanup of the former Potrero Power Plant Site

Thursday, April 27, 2017 
6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Dogpatch Café 
2295 3rd Street, San Francisco CA


