
San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board

Invitation to Comment
Draft Cleanup Plan for the Offshore Sediment Area

FORMER POTRERO POWER PLANT SITE

ENVIRONMENTAL INVESTIGATIONS  October 2015

The Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region (Water Board), the lead agency overseeing environmental 
investigation and cleanup of the Former Potrero Power Plant, announces a public comment period on a “Draft Feasibility Study” 
(Draft FS) for the Offshore Sediment Area of the Former Potrero Power Plant site. This approximate 20-acre area includes 
sediments in the San Francisco Bay near the Former Potrero Power Plant property and also along the Port of San Francisco’s Pier 
70 property. The Draft FS evaluates cleanup options and identifies one of those options as the preferred cleanup approach.

The public comment period for the Draft FS will run from October 19 to November 18, 2015. A public meeting will be held 
during this time to present the Draft FS, answer questions and receive public comment. The Water Board invites you to review 
and comment on the Draft FS, which is available at the information repositories (listed on page 4) or electronically. Details 
regarding the public meeting and comment submission can be found below. 

THIS FACT SHEET WILL INFORM YOU ABOUT: 

• Site History and Background
• Environmental Investigations
• Preferred Cleanup Approach
• Next Steps 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

OCTOBER 19 to NOVEMBER 18, 2015

PUBLIC MEETING
Date: Wednesday, November 4, 2015, 6:00-8:00PM

Location: Mercy Housing California, Community Room
1180 4th Street, San Francisco, CA 94158 

Public comments can be submitted orally or in writing any time during the public comment period. Please submit your 
comments by Wednesday, November 18, 2015 to: Mark Johnson, Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay 
Region, 1515 Clay St., Suite 1400, Oakland, California 94612. You may submit comments by email to:
mark.johnson@waterboards.ca.gov or by calling (510) 622-2493.

SITE HISTORY AND BACKGROUND

The Former Potrero Power Plant site is located in San Francisco’s Central Waterfront at 1201 Illinois Street. It is bordered by 
23rd Street to the south, Illinois Street to the west, Pier 70 to the north, and the San Francisco Bay to the east. For purposes of 
investigation and cleanup the site has been divided into seven areas as shown on the Site Figure.

The site and adjacent areas have been used for industrial activities since the mid-1800s. Some of the historic uses on and near 
the site included ship building and repair, foundries, sugar refining, and barrel making. A manufactured gas plant (MGP) 
operated in the northeastern area of the power plant site from the 1870s to the 1930s. 
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A power plant, commonly referred to as the Potrero Power Plant, was originally built in the 1910s and later upgraded and 
expanded in the 1960s. PG&E sold the power plant property to Southern Company (subsequently, Mirant and now NRG 
Potrero, LLC) in 1999; NRG still owns the property. PG&E retained portions of the site along Illinois Street which includes 
the electrical switchyard and construction/staging areas as shown on the site figure. The plant was permanently shut down 
in March 2011 following the completion of the Trans Bay Cable project, which allowed power generated in Pittsburg to be 
transferred across the Bay to San Francisco. The PG&E switchyard will remain in operation into the future for it is a critical 
part of San Francisco’s electric service.

SITE FIGURE

ENVIRONMENTAL INVESTIGATIONS

The site has a long history of industrial use and has environmental impacts associated with this industrial past. PG&E has been 
conducting environmental investigation and cleanup activities at the site since 1986. 

Four phases of investigation have been performed in the Offshore Sediment Area since 2009. Last fall, the Water Board 
approved completion of the remedial investigation activities and the comprehensive report (called the Potrero Offshore 
Sediment Area Remedial Investigation Report) which summarized the investigation findings. Specifically, the report outlined 
impacts of the former MGP, former power plant and other industrial operations to the offshore sediments. 

The results of the investigations indicate the presence of impacts likely to be the result of PG&E’s historic operations. The 
majority of impacts are located close to the shoreline and in some isolated deep sediment areas further from shore (more than 
15 feet below the sediment surface). Current data show that a healthy community of sediment organisms, including a variety of 
invertebrates, lives both in and on the underwater sediments. Toxicity tests performed with the sediments following approved 
protocols have shown no toxicity to sediment organisms. 
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Approximate boundaries shown. Map not to scale.
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While the sediment biological community is healthy, and there is no toxicity, some of the organisms contained higher 
concentration of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) than similar organisms in the offshore sediment Ambient Area. PAHs 
are a byproduct of MGP operations. The higher concentrations in some sediment organisms creates a pathway for potential 
exposure of fish to sediment contaminants (through the consumption of sediment organisms) in areas near the shoreline. Based on 
the remedial investigation data, the Draft FS recommends conducting remediation activities along and near the shoreline, where 
the greatest levels of impacts occur, while minimizing any disturbance to the sediment community.

PREFERRED CLEANUP APPROACH

The preferred cleanup option outlined in the Draft FS addresses varying conditions within the Offshore Sediment Area. It 
includes dredging and capping impacted sediment in some areas, treating some of the sediments in-place using activated 
carbon, and using natural recovery processes to reduce the level of impacts in other areas. The areas where these proposed 
activities would take place are shown in the figure below. 

The Draft FS focuses its recommendations on two sections within the Offshore Area: the Nearshore Zone (approximately up 
to 50-75 feet from the shoreline) and the area called the Transition Zone (approximately another 100 to 150 feet into the Bay). 
East of the Transition Zone, no impacts were detected in surface sediments, where sediment organisms live. 

Under the proposed cleanup plan, impacted sediments will be removed from the Nearshore Zone, capped with natural, 
local materials and then monitored. Within the Northern Transition Zone, impacted sediments will be treated in-place with 
activated carbon and also monitored. The Southern Transition Zone will be monitored as well (to ensure natural recovery 
processes are improving conditions), but does not require treatment. 

These are proven effective treatment technologies (dredging and backfilling, in-place treatment and natural recovery) aimed at 
addressing impacts from former operations while minimizing possible impacts to the environment while the cleanup is underway. 
In combination, these technologies will achieve cleanup goals and minimize impacts to the healthy ecosystem in this area.
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ESTE AVISO ESTÁ DISPONIBLE EN ESPAÑOL

Se puede solicitar este aviso en español. Por favor póngase en contacto con Mark Johnson del Tablero (Junta)  
de Control de Calidad de Agua Regional, Región de la Bahía de San Francisco por correo electrónico a
mark.johnson@waterboards.ca.gov para recibir una versión traducida. Tambien se puede encontrar en el sitio 
Web Geotracker: http://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/profile_report.asp?global_id=SL18380800, bajo la sección 
“Community Involvement.”

NEXT STEPS 

The public is encouraged to submit comments on the Draft FS. A public meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 4 from 
6:00-8:00 PM. The public meeting is an opportunity for members of the community to ask questions, learn more about the 
preferred cleanup option (outlined in the Draft FS) and submit their comments. The Water Board will not make a final decision to 
approve the Draft FS until all public comments have been reviewed and considered. Following the review of the public comments, 
the Water Board will issue a Responsiveness Summary. The Responsiveness Summary is the Water Board’s formal written response 
to all comments received. It is available to the public and will also be placed in the administrative record.

LOCAL INFORMATION REPOSITORY

The Draft Feasibility Study and related site documents can be viewed at the following information repository:
 
Potrero Public Library, Reference Desk
1616 20th Street
San Francisco, California 94107

Hours of Operation
Sunday: 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 10:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 12:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Thursday: 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Friday: 1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Saturday: 1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTS

The Water Board also has these documents and other technical information related to the Offshore Sediment Area available at their 
offices in Oakland (see address below), as well as electronically on the Geotracker website at: https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov. 
(Click on advanced search and enter Case ID number: T10000004525).

WATER BOARD CONTACT INFORMATION 

Mark Johnson
Regional Water Quality Control Board
San Francisco Bay Region
1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400
Oakland, California 94612
(510) 622-2493
mark.johnson@waterboards.ca.gov
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