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Subject:  Request for Section 320 Scenic Highway Deviation – Relocation of 
                Poles Along Highway 12 at Madrone Road in Sonoma County and 
                Supplemental Filing 
 
 
Dear Mr. Cherry: 

 
   Advice Letters 4029-E and 4029-E-A are effective June 21, 2012. 
 
 

           Sincerely, 
 

              
           Edward F. Randolph, Director 
           Energy Division  
 



  Brian K. Cherry 
Vice President 
Regulation and Rates 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
77 Beale St., Mail Code B10C 
P.O. Box 770000 
San Francisco, CA  94177 
 
Fax:  415.973.6520 

April 17, 2012 
 
 
Advice 4029-E 
(Pacific Gas and Electric Company ID U 39 E) 
 
 
Public Utilities Commission of the State of California 
 
Re:  Request for Section 320 Scenic Highway Deviation - Relocation of Poles 
 Along Highway 12 at Madrone Road in Sonoma County 
 
Purpose 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company (“PG&E”) requests an order from the California 
Public Utilities Commission (“CPUC”) granting it a deviation from Public Utilities Code 
Section 320 to allow the overhead relocation of 4 wood poles in an existing 12-kilovolt 
(“kV”) distribution pole line located along the west side of California Highway Route 12 
at the Madrone Road intersection in the County of Sonoma.  
 
Background 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) has been requested by the State of 
California, Department of Transportation (Caltrans) to relocate 4 wood poles in an 
existing 12 kV distribution pole line located along the west side of California State 
Highway Route 12, at the Madrone Road intersection in the County of Sonoma. A copy 
of this request is provided in Attachment 1. Caltrans has requested the relocation to 
accommodate the installation of traffic signals, minor road widening and roadway 
intersection improvements to improve safety and traffic flow at the intersection. A birds-
eye view aerial photo of the site area and photos of the affected poles, and Caltrans’ 
Utility Plan drawings are provided as Attachments 2 and 3 respectively. The project is to 
be funded by the State Highway Operation and Protection Program (SHOPP) under the 
safety category (Program Code 201.010), which is the highest priority category at 
Caltrans.  The construction capital cost of the project is being shared with the County of 
Sonoma through a cooperative agreement, with the County sharing roughly 1/3 of the 
construction capital cost. 
 
The pole relocation area is located along a section of California State Route 12 that is 
currently designated as a State Scenic Highway. As such, relocation of these poles 
would be subject to Public Utilities (PU) Code Section 320, which requires that all future 
electric facilities (including relocation of existing poles) within 1,000 feet of a scenic 
highway be undergrounded (Decision 80864, dated December 19, 1972 implemented 
PU Code Section 320).  
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Overhead relocation of the subject facilities would require the replacement of one (1) 
existing 45-foot and three (3) existing 55-foot wood poles with new wood poles of similar 
size. The new poles would be installed using avian-safe design standards, and would be 
relocated in an easement from the adjacent property owner to be acquired by Caltrans. 
New anchors would be installed at both ends of the project to support the changed 
angle of the line. The approximate length of the relocated spans would be 1,300 feet. 
Two existing overhead transformers would be replaced and the primary switch and 
recloser would be transferred to one of the new poles. The existing primary wire would 
be transferred to the new pole line and lengthened accordingly. The secondary wire 
service would be undergrounded. Distribution poles and overhead lines would be 
relocated to clear the proposed improvements. The existing poles along Hwy 12 do not 
currently have telephone and cable television lines on them. 
 
Undergrounding the subject facilities would require the replacement of one (1) existing 
pole with a larger-diameter pole to accommodate installation of a riser, at a location 
southeast of the intersection of Hwy 12 and Madrone Rd. The other riser could be 
accommodated on the existing pole, which would require reframing. Two anchors would 
need to be installed at the ends of the project area. Between the two new risers, the 
project would extend approximately 1,300 feet underground. The line would be installed 
using open trench techniques, approximately at the edge of pavement between the 
proposed fog line and the State’s right-of-way line. The new underground primary line 
would be installed in a trench to a primary splice box. From the splice box it would travel 
west approximately 50 feet under the existing tap line to a new pole that would convert 
the tap line back to overhead. At the same location, an underground secondary line 
would go back and across Hwy 12 to feed a service line on the east side of the road. At 
the next location, a new primary box and a pad mounted 3-phase transformer would be 
installed to feed an existing service. The next location would require a pad mounted 3-
phase switch. The last location would require primary wire and riser up the existing pole. 
This project would run approximately 1,300 feet of 3-phase and all new primary wire 
would be installed. The costs are based on Caltrans supplying and installing conduit and 
substructures system per PG&E requirements. 
 
Cost comparisons for overhead and underground relocations are summarized as 
follows: 
 

 Overhead 
Cost 

Labor Cost Materials Cost Total Cost 

Overhead 
Line 

$23,086 $90,425 $41,141 $154,652 

Underground $39,161 $673,709 $100,416 $813,286 
 
Please note the figures above are only rough estimates. An engineered estimate will be 
prepared after determination of the method of installation. In the case of underground 
relocation, a detailed estimate cannot be prepared until the County establishes the 
boundaries of an underground district in accordance with PG&E’s Electric Rule 20. 
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PG&E estimates the cost of undergrounding the overhead facilities would exceed the 
cost of an overhead relocation by a greater than five-to-one ratio. In PG&E’s opinion, 
the cost disparity renders the underground alternative impractical. 
 
Further, PG&E believes an overhead relocation would have an insignificant aesthetic 
impact at this location on the scenic corridor. Replacement poles in the overhead 
alternative would be roughly the same size as the existing poles, with the new overhead 
conductor in approximately the same location in relation to the new edge of pavement. 
In the underground alternative, although four poles would be removed, one of the 
remaining poles would be of increased size, with a riser and new pad-mount 
transformers and a pad-mount switch added. It is likely the pad-mounted equipment 
would be more visible in this setting than the overhead lines. 
 
While PG&E is prepared to underground the subject facilities pursuant to Rule 20 if 
requested to do so, the County of Sonoma has reviewed preliminary plans for relocating 
the poles, and supports a deviation from Section 320 of the California Public Utilities 
Code, to allow for the overhead relocation, as stated in its letter dated January 28, 
2010, which is attached hereto as Attachment 4. 
 
An environmental review of the roadway improvement project has been performed and 
the determination was that the project does not damage a scenic resource within a 
designated scenic highway (Attachment 5). Caltrans has determined that the project is 
Categorically Exempt from CEQA and qualifies for a Programmatic Categorical 
Exclusion from NEPA (Attachment 5). Due to the amount of time that had passed since 
the NEPA/CEQA environmental analysis for the project was approved a NEPA/CEQA 
re-validation review was undertaken and approved (Attachment 6). 
 
The deviation would be a permanent move and is not part of a larger project that would 
require further relocation. 
 
In summary, in PG&E’s opinion, an overhead relocation of four existing PG&E poles 
would not significantly impact the scenic corridor along Route 12 at the intersection of 
Madrone Road. Additionally, the lower cost of the overhead option makes overhead 
relocation the most preferred choice. PG&E therefore requests a deviation from PU 
Code Section 320 to allow the overhead relocation. 
 
Protests 
 
Anyone wishing to protest this filing may do so by letter sent via U.S. mail, by facsimile 
or electronically, any of which must be received no later than May 7, 2012, which is 20 
days after the date of this filing.  Protests should be mailed to: 
 

CPUC Energy Division 
Tariff Files, Room 4005 
DMS Branch 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
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San Francisco, California  94102 
 
Facsimile: (415) 703-2200 
E-mail: EDTariffUnit@cpuc.ca.gov 

 
Copies of protests also should be mailed to the attention of the Director, Energy 
Division, Room 4004, at the address shown above. 
 
The protest also should be sent via U.S. mail (and by facsimile and electronically, if 
possible) to PG&E at the address shown below on the same date it is mailed or 
delivered to the Commission:  
 

Brian K. Cherry 
Vice President, Regulation and Rates 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
77 Beale Street, Mail Code B10C 
P.O. Box 770000 
San Francisco, California  94177 
 
Facsimile: (415) 973-6520 
E-mail: PGETariffs@pge.com 

 
Review Period 
As permitted by General Order 96-B Section 1.3, Construction: Waiver or Variance, 
PG&E requests a shortened review period of 20 days. 
 
Effective Date 
 
PG&E requests that this Tier 3 advice filing become effective upon approval by a vote of 
the full Commission.  
 
Notice 
 
In accordance with General Order 96-B, Section IV, a copy of this advice letter is being 
sent electronically and via U.S. mail to parties shown on the attached list. Address 
changes to the General Order 96-B service list should be directed to PG&E at email 
address PGETariffs@pge.com.  For changes to any other service list, please contact 
the Commission’s Process Office at (415) 703-2021 or at Process_Office@cpuc.ca.gov.  
Send all electronic approvals to PGETariffs@pge.com.  Advice letter filings can also be 
accessed electronically at: http://www.pge.com/tariffs 
 

 
Vice President, Regulation and Rates 
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cc:  Merideth Sterkel – CPUC Energy Division  

David Lee – CPUC Energy Division  
Eric Schen – Caltrans District 4 Project Manager 
Thomas O’Kane, Jr. –  County of Sonoma Department of Transportation and 
Public Works Deputy Director 

 
Attachments 
Attachment 1 – Caltrans Utility Pole Relocation Request 
Attachment 2 – Project Area Arial Photo and Affected Poles Photos 
Attachment 3 – Caltrans Project Drawings 
Attachment 4 – Sonoma County Letter of Support for Section 320 Exemption 
Attachment 5 – CEQA Categorical Exemption and NEPA Programmatic Categorical 

Exclusion 
Attachment 6 – NEPA/CEQA Re-validation Form 
 



 

CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
ADVICE LETTER FILING SUMMARY 

ENERGY UTILITY  

MUST BE COMPLETED BY UTILITY (Attach additional pages as needed) 
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Utility type:   Contact Person: Greg Backens 

 ELC  GAS        Phone #: 415-973-4390 

 PLC  HEAT  WATER E-mail: gab4@pge.com 
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PLC = Pipeline              HEAT = Heat     WATER = Water 

(Date Filed/ Received Stamp by CPUC) 
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date of this filing, unless otherwise authorized by the Commission, and shall be sent to: 
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Caltrans Utility Pole Relocation Request 
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Attachment 2 
Project Area Arial Photo and Affected Poles Photos 



Aerial and Site Photos 

Madrone Road / Highway 12 Intersection 
 

 

 

 
Birds-eye view 
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Poles as labeled on CalTrans Utility Plans, sheets U-1 to U-3 
 

       
Poles gp2 (L of taller pole) and p2, south end of project     Pole p5 and street light 

 

        
     Pole p8     Pole p10, north end of project 
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Attachment 3 
Caltrans Project Drawings 
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Attachment 4 
Sonoma County Letter of Support for Section 320 Exemption 
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Attachment 5 
CEQA Categorical Exemption and NEPA Programmatic 

Categorical Exclusion 
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Attachment 6 
NEPA/CEQA Revalidation Form 
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Caltrans proposes to construct a traffic‐signal and roadway‐widening project in the unincorporated 
community of Eldridge on SR‐12 at Madrone Road at post mile 32.86.  The purpose of the project is to 
enhance safety by allowing for safer turning and to help prevent broadside‐type accidents caused by 
vehicles pulling out of Madrone Road.  The project is necessary because the rate of accidents at this 
location is higher than the state average for similar facilities. 

Caltrans will install three traffic signals 32' in height, two on either side of the intersection with Madrone 
(west), and the third on the far side of SR‐12 (east).  Holes 3’ in diameter by 9 ’ deep will be excavated 
with a soil auger for each footing .  The signals will have push buttons for pedestrians.  Two 18' tall 
flashing warning beacons will be installed, one 110' south of Whitman Creek on the E side of the 
roadway and the second 50’ north of Wilson Creek in the road shoulder on the W side of the roadway, 
the footings for which will require holes 2.5' in diameter by 5.0’ deep to be augured. 

At the SW corner of the intersection, two electrical cabinets will be installed.  One will approximately be 
2'‐6" long by 2' wide by 5'‐6" tall with 11'‐6" long by 4' wide by 3.5" thick concrete pad and 2'‐6" long by 
2' wide by 1'‐8" deep concrete footing.  Another will approximately be 1' long by 8" wide by 5' tall with 
2' long by 1'‐6" wide by 3.5" thick concrete pad and 1'‐4" long by 1' wide by 2' deep concrete footing.  
One 35' streetlamp will be installed at the NW corner of the intersection.  The streetlamp footing is 3' in 
diameter and 5' deep.  Two 13' electrical signals will be installed.  One is at NW corner and another one 
is at SW corner of the intersection.  The footing for the electrical signals will be 2' in diameter by 3' deep.  
Underground connections will be made between the electrical cabinet and the signals, and the cabinet 
and the street lamps.  Trenching for these conduits will be approx. 2'‐6" deep and 6" wide and will be 
made using hand tools or small excavator equipment.  Electrical connections to the flashing warning 
beacons will be made using underground conduits and conduits attached to the sides of the culverts 
spanning the creeks.  

The roadway will be widened up to 25’ feet on the west side of SR‐12 and up to 12' on the east side of 
SR‐12.  The existing shoulder will be saw cut and the OGAC will be cold planed; a new pavement 
structural section will be constructed in the area of new widening and new AC applied.  The rest of the 
roadway will be paved with a new layer of AC on the top.  Three AC pads extending out 5’ from the 
shoulder at the same height as the shoulder will be constructed next to the traffic signals to 
accommodate pedestrians.   The project will construct two bus pads, one on the NB side of SR‐12 
approximately 250’ north of the intersection with Madrone and the second approximately 200’ south of 
the intersection on the SB side. The pad is an extension of the shoulder which requires four additional 
feet of widening to accommodate buses pulling in.  No additional sidewalk or ADA‐compliance features 
will be constructed. 

The project will remove approximately 300’ of existing wire fencing and replace it with new chain‐link 
fence at the new fee‐take line.  Posts will be spaced 10' apart and will require excavation of 1' in 
diameter by 3' deep for each post.  

PG&E will be requested to move their existing utility poles approximately 20’ farther out from the center 
line in order to accommodate roadway widening.  The project will raise iron where needed to 
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accommodate underground utilities.  Existing AT&T poles will be removed; utilities displaced will be 
relocated to existing underground utility ducts and vaults.  

A soil berm for roadway drainage, approximately 600' long, will be removed and reconstructed 2'‐20' 
further out from the centerline than its current location on the E side of SR‐12.  An area up to 3' deep 
and 7’ wide will be excavated to key in the reconstructed berm. 

Nine oaks will be removed.  Replacement plantings at a ratio of 3:1 will be made.  Plantings will only 
occur at the location screened by the Office of Cultural Resources; the Office of Design will coordinate 
with the Office of Cultural Resources during the Design phase to ensure that potential impacts to 
archaeological resources are minimized.  The mitigation planting location is at the intersection of 
Sumner Lane and Summerfield Road/Parcel 24112‐1 (what was to be SON 12 PM 18.5).  In addition, a 
Plant Establishment period of 12 months will be established which the contractor must adhere to. 

Right‐of‐way takes will include fee takes to accommodate roadway widening at the SB right‐hand turn 
from SR‐12 onto Madrone, the right‐hand turn from Madrone onto SB SR‐12,  for the NB bus pad, and 
the NB AC pedestrian pad.  Temporary construction easements will be acquired which will cover the 
area within 5’ of the fee‐take line.  Utility easements will be required for the PG&E relocations, which 
will also accommodate the power supply for the flashing warning signals. 

Approximately 900 cubic yards of excavated soil and OGAC will be disposed of at an approved upland 
location. A traffic management plan will be developed during the design phase; lane closures for night 
work are anticipated.  

Revised:  3/1/2011  MAH 
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Ana M 
Uribe/D04/Caltrans/CAGov 

07/12/2011 02:50 PM

To Oliver Iberien/D04/Caltrans/CAGov@DOT

cc

bcc

Subject 3A330 Son-12 32.8

Oliver: Even though the scope of the project EA 3A3301 (PN 04-000000937) has been changed, 
the conditions of our site investigation for hazardous materials in the soil, did not change.

If you have any questions, please, feel free to contact me.

Ana Maria Uribe
Caltrans Office of Environmental Engineering
Office: (510) 286-4914
Fax: (510) 286-5639
111 Grand Ave, 14th floor
Oakland, CA 94612
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State of California Business, Transportation and Housing Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

M e m o r a n d u m   Flex your power! 
 Be energy efficient! 
 

 

 

To: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oliver Iberian, Associate Environmental Planner 
Department of Transportation, District 4 
Office of Environmental Planning 

Date: March 21, 2011 
 
File: Son-12; EA 3A3300 

 

From: 
 
 
 
 

Marty Hogan, Associate Landscape Architect 
Department of Transportation, District 4 
Office of Landscape Architecture 

 

 

Subject: Visual Impacts and Mitigation 

The proposed highway improvements include new traffic signals at the Madrone Road 
intersection, widening the shoulders near the intersection from 6 to 8 feet and minor widening of 
the right-hand shoulder on Madrone Road.  These highway improvements will not have a 
significantly negative visual impact on the area. 
 
Two (2) valley oaks on the west edge of the highway (southbound) at Madrone Road will be 
removed, however, these trees have been severely pruned over the years for overhead power 
lines and this has diminished the scenic value of the trees.  Road widening on SR 116 at 
Vine/Mueller will eliminate seven (7) additional oaks.  Although not considered visually 
significant, these trees will also be mitigated for at a 3:1 ratio.  The removal of these trees will 
not have a significant negative impact on the area. 
 
To mitigate for the loss of these nine (9) trees, an offsite location (Parcel #24112-1 located at the 
intersections of Summerfield Road and Sumner Ave. in Santa Rosa) will provide mitigation 
planting.  These oaks will be planted near the rear of the parcel to avoid any possible future 
conflicts in the event of building construction.  The parcel is already an open field with scattered 
oaks and pines neighboring similar adjacent properties.  This will be considered an aesthetic 
improvement for the parcel. 
 
c:  Susan Lindsay. Senior Landscape Architect, District 4, Office of Landscape Architecture 

“Caltrans improves mobility across California” 
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PG&E Gas and Electric 
Advice Filing List 
General Order 96-B, Section IV 
 

 

AT&T Dept of General Services Northern California Power Association 
Alcantar & Kahl LLP Douglass & Liddell Occidental Energy Marketing, Inc. 
Ameresco Downey & Brand OnGrid Solar 
Anderson & Poole Duke Energy Praxair 
BART Economic Sciences Corporation R. W. Beck & Associates  
Barkovich & Yap, Inc. Ellison Schneider & Harris LLP RCS, Inc. 
Bartle Wells Associates Foster Farms Recurrent Energy 
Bloomberg G. A. Krause & Assoc. SCD Energy Solutions 
Bloomberg New Energy Finance GLJ Publications SCE 
Boston Properties GenOn Energy, Inc. SMUD 
Braun Blaising McLaughlin, P.C. Goodin, MacBride, Squeri, Schlotz & 

Ritchie 
SPURR 

Brookfield Renewable Power Green Power Institute San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 
CA Bldg Industry Association Hanna & Morton Seattle City Light  
CLECA Law Office Hitachi Sempra Utilities 
CSC Energy Services In House Energy Sierra Pacific Power Company 
California Cotton Ginners & Growers Assn International Power Technology Silicon Valley Power 
California Energy Commission Intestate Gas Services, Inc. Silo Energy LLC 
California League of Food Processors Lawrence Berkeley National Lab Southern California Edison Company 
California Public Utilities Commission Los Angeles Dept of Water & Power Spark Energy, L.P. 
Calpine Luce, Forward, Hamilton & Scripps LLP Sun Light & Power 
Cardinal Cogen MAC Lighting Consulting Sunrun Inc.  
Casner, Steve MBMC, Inc. Sunshine Design 
Center for Biological Diversity MRW & Associates Sutherland, Asbill & Brennan 
Chris, King Manatt Phelps Phillips Tabors Caramanis & Associates 
City of Palo Alto McKenzie & Associates Tecogen, Inc. 
City of Palo Alto Utilities Merced Irrigation District Tiger Natural Gas, Inc. 
City of San Jose Modesto Irrigation District TransCanada 
City of Santa Rosa Morgan Stanley Turlock Irrigation District 
Clean Energy Fuels Morrison & Foerster United Cogen 
Coast Economic Consulting Morrison & Foerster LLP  Utility Cost Management 
Commercial Energy NLine Energy, Inc. Utility Specialists 
Consumer Federation of California NRG West Verizon 
Crossborder Energy NaturEner Wellhead Electric Company 
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP Navigant Consulting Western Manufactured Housing 

Communities Association (WMA) 
Day Carter Murphy Norris & Wong Associates  eMeter Corporation 
Defense Energy Support Center North America Power Partners  
Department of Water Resources North Coast SolarResources  

 




