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Vice President 
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Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
77 Beale St., Mail Code B10C 
P.O. Box 770000 
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December 19, 2007 
 
Advice 3182-E 
(Pacific Gas and Electric Company ID U 39 E) 
 
 
Public Utilities Commission of the State of California  
 
Subject: New Special Facilities Agreement for California Solar Initiative 

Metering 
 
 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) hereby submits this new special 
facilities agreement (SFA) Electric Rule 21 Agreement to Install Applicant 
Requested NGOM Special Facilities for Solar Performance Metering (Form 79-
1100) for approval. The proposed agreement does not supersede PG&E’s existing 
longer-form Rule 21 special facilities agreement, Agreement for Installation of 
Allocation of Special Facilities for Parallel Operation of Non-Utility-Owned 
Generation and/or Electrical Standby Service (Electric Rule 2 and 21, Form 79-
280) and its supporting Appendix A, Agreement For Installation or Allocation of 
Special Facilities for Parallel Operation of Non-Utility-Owned Generation (Form 79-
702). 
 
Background 
 
Customers installing larger photovoltaic systems under the California Solar 
Initiative (CSI) program receive incentive payments based on the output of their 
systems.  As a condition for receiving these Performance Based Incentive (PBI) 
payments, participants are required to install, at their expense, a performance 
meter, also known as net generation output metering (NGOM), and to enter into a 
contract to receive performance data for a period of five years.  Performance data 
obtained from this NGOM is used to calculate the monthly PBI payments for the 
five-year term of the incentive program.  At the end of the five-year PBI term, 
customers may elect to retain the NGOM for the purpose of monitoring the 
performance of their solar generating system. 
 
The goal of this new SFA is to offer a streamlined special facilities agreement 
(SFA) specifically for the performance metering requirements of the CSI program.  
Because it is targeted for PBI NGOM, the new SFA will be easier for customers to 
understand and easier for PG&E to administer than the more generic, current, 
long-form SFA (Forms 79-280 and 79-702). 
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Features 
 

 The SFA will allow the customer (“Applicant”) to contract with PG&E for 1, 
2, 3, 4 or 5 years of performance data communication and processing 
services.  The contract period starts at the later of the date of SFA 
execution or the date of the first CSI payment.  

 
 Data communication service activation costs and monthly data 

communication costs are included in the SFA for added convenience to 
both customers and PG&E.  

 
 If and when the elected period for performance data communication and 

processing services expires, the Applicant may elect to retain the NGOM as 
a source of production data for their solar generating system.  If the 
applicant elects to retain the NGOM, the SFA for the NGOM will continue 
until the SFA terminates.   

 
 If Applicant wishes to terminate the short form SFA, the NGOM will be 

removed.  It is the Applicant’s responsibility at the time of the NGOM 
removal to take action to reestablish the interconnection of their system with 
PG&E’s grid.  This may entail, but is not limited to, retaining the services of 
an electrical contractor to provide electrical continuity across the meter 
socket previously occupied by the NGOM. 

 
 If the SFA is terminated, there will be no cost true-up.  Thus, upon removal 

of the NGOM, no monies will be owed to PG&E or to the Applicant. 
 

 Installation costs paid by the Applicant to PG&E under the SFA include the 
cost for PG&E to install and remove the meter and the cost of rearranging 
PG&E equipment as necessary in order to install the NGOM and provide 
data services.  These costs are subject to Income Tax Component of 
Contribution, as applicable. 

 
 For simplicity and ease of administration, Applicants choosing this proposed 

short form SFA must agree to use PG&E’s estimated costs, as opposed to 
an SFA with actual costs.  Applicants wanting to use actual costs will 
continue to have the option to use the existing, long-form SFA and 
appendix (Forms 79-280 and 79-702).   

 
 All costs including installation costs, ITCC, COO, and performance data 

communication and processing services are to be paid prior to the 
installation of special facilities.   

 
 
 

 All special facilities shall at all times be the property of PG&E. 
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 An appropriate present-worth-factor (PWF) will be used for the cost of 
performance data communication and processing services, based upon 
Applicant’s election of service term. 

 
 Please note that the shaded box in the upper, right-hand corner of the first 

page of the proposed SFA is for internal PG&E accounting and 
administration purposes. 

 
Protests 
 
Anyone wishing to protest this filing may do so by letter sent via U.S. mail, by 
facsimile or electronically, any of which must be received no later than January 8, 
2008, which is 20 days after the date of this filing.  Protests should be mailed to: 
 

CPUC Energy Division 
Tariff Files, Room 4005 
DMS Branch 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, California  94102 

 
Facsimile: (415) 703-2200 
E-mail: jnj@cpuc.ca.gov and mas@cpuc.ca.gov 

 
Copies of protests also should be mailed to the attention of the Director, Energy 
Division, Room 4004, at the address shown above. 
 
The protest also should be sent via U.S. mail (and by facsimile and electronically, 
if possible) to PG&E at the address shown below on the same date it is mailed or 
delivered to the Commission:  
 

Brian K. Cherry 
Vice President, Regulatory Relations 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
77 Beale Street, Mail Code B10C 
P.O. Box 770000 
San Francisco, California  94177 
 
Facsimile: (415) 973-7226 
E-mail: PGETariffs@pge.com 
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Effective Date 
 
PG&E requests that this advice filing become effective January 28, 2008, which is 
30 days after the date of this filing. 
 
Notice 
 
In accordance with General Order 96-B, Section IV, a copy of this advice letter is 
being sent electronically and via U.S. mail to parties shown on the attached list 
and the parties on the service list for R.006-03-004.  Address changes to the 
General Order 96-B service list should be directed to Rose de la Torre at (415) 
973-4716.  Send all electronic approvals to PGETariffs@pge.com.  Advice letter 
filings can also be accessed electronically at:   
 

http://www.pge.com/tariffs 
 
 

 
 
 
Vice President, Regulatory Relations 
 
 
Attachments 
 
 
cc:  Service List R.06-03-004 
 

mailto:PGETariffs@pge.com
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Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
 
Electric Rule 21 Agreement to Install 
Applicant Requested NGOM Special Facilities 
for Solar Performance Metering 

DISTRIBUTION REFERENCES:
Original: XXXX XXXX

XXXX XXXX
XXXX XXXX

Copy: XXXX XXXX
XXXX XXXX
XXXX XXXX
XXXX XXXX

Date Ready for Service
This area for Company internal use only

 
At the request of ___________________________________________________________________ 
(“Applicant”), Applicant and Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) hereby enter into this 
agreement (“Agreement”) for the installation of solar generation performance metering equipment, 
also known as net generation output metering (“NGOM”), to support Applicant’s participation in the 
California Solar Initiative (“CSI”) Program.  NGOM is required by the California Public Utilities 
Commission (“CPUC”) for participation in the CSI Performance Based Incentive (“PBI”) payment 
structure, and may also be installed to provide Applicant information on Applicant’s solar generating 
system’s performance.  This Agreement will commence the later of: (1) the date of Agreement’s 
execution; or (2) the date of the first CSI payment.   
 
PG&E agrees to perform the requested work and furnish all necessary labor, equipment, materials, 
services, and related facilities required therefore, subject to the following conditions:  
 
1.  The location and requested work are described as follows: (A detailed description of the materials 

and facilities to be furnished and/or work to be performed by PG&E is provided below. This 
includes any data communication and processing services provided by PG&E and/or its selected 
communication vendors.) 
 
SERVICE ADDRESS:  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

DESCRIPTION OF FACILITIES (Special Facilities):  

 

2. Prior to Special Facilities installation, Applicant shall pay to PG&E, promptly upon demand the 
cost of the equipment installation.  In addition, Applicant shall pay for the ongoing maintenance 
and operation of that equipment in perpetuity (Cost-of-Ownership, COO), and for on-going 
performance data communication and processing services required for PBI payment calculation 
and processing through an Equivalent One Time payment based upon the appropriate present-
worth-factor (“PWF”).      Applicant waives its right to elect the “actual” cost option under Rule 21, 
and PG&E will use the “estimated” cost option in determining costs.  As rearrangement (PG&E 
service re-configuration following NGOM removal) and meter removal costs are paid by Applicant 
prior to construction, there will be no true-up upon termination of Agreement, and for the purpose 
of calculating Applicant’s charges under Agreement, a salvage value of zero will be assigned to 
the meter and other PG&E equipment removed upon termination.   
 
Performance Data Provider (“PDP”) services, if required, will coincide with the 5-year PBI 
payment schedule.  However, Applicants who change their PDP during the 5-year incentive 
payment term may alternatively select 1, 2, 3, or 4 years of PDP service from PG&E, depending 
on the length of term remaining on their PBI incentive payment schedule.  PDP service provided 
pursuant to Agreement includes remote communication and collection of interval and cumulative 
solar production data from the NGOM equipment, and data validation and processing services for 
the purpose of calculating the monthly PBI payment.   
 
There will be no refund for termination of PDP services fees prior to the requested time period.  
The costs are summarized as follows on the next page. 
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Special Facilities to Install NGOM 
 NGOM installation and removal (a)     $__________________ 

Initial Data Communication Service Activation (b)   $ __________________ 
NGOM Rearrangement (c)      $ __________________ 

Amount subject to ITCC* (a + b + c): $ ___________ 
Income Tax Component of Contribution (ITCC) (d)   $ __________________ 

        Installation Total (a + b + c + d):  $ __________________ 
 

Equivalent One-Time Payments  
NGOM Cost-of-Ownership (e) (applied only to “a”)   $__________________ 
Performance Data Provider (PDP) Services (f)    $__________________
  Duration of PDP Service (1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 years): ____   

    TOTAL DUE (a + b + c + d + e + f): $ __________________ 
 
3. Applicant shall indemnify and hold harmless PG&E, its officers, agents and employees, against all 

loss, damage, expense and liability resulting from injury to or death of any person, including but 
not limited to, employees of PG&E, Applicant or any third party, or for the loss, destruction or 
damage to property, including, but not limited to property of PG&E, Applicant or any third party, 
arising out of or in any way connected with the performance of this agreement, however caused, 
except to the extent caused by the active negligence or willful misconduct of PG&E, its officers, 
agents and employees. Applicant will, on PG&E’s request, defend any suit asserting a claim 
covered by this indemnity. Applicant will pay all costs that may be incurred by PG&E in enforcing 
this indemnity, including reasonable attorneys’ fees.  

 

4.  Whenever part or all of the requested work is to be furnished or performed upon property other 
than that of Applicant, Applicant shall first procure from such owners all necessary rights-of-way 
and/or permits in a form satisfactory to PG&E and without cost to it.  

 

5. When installing Special Facilities on Applicant’s premises, Applicant grants PG&E the right: 
 

(a) to make such installation on Applicant’s premises along the shortest practical route thereon 
and of sufficient width to provide legal clearance from all structures now or hereafter erected 
on Applicant’s premises for any facilities of PG&E; and, 

 

(b) of ingress to and egress from Applicant’s premises at all reasonable hours for any purposes 
reasonably connected with the operation and maintenance of the Special Facilities. 

 

6.  Applicant understands that, as provided in PG&E’s applicable Electric Rule 14, PG&E does not 
guarantee electric service to be free from outages, interruptions, or curtailments.  Applicant further 
understands that the charges for the Special Facilities represent the additional cost associated 
with providing the Special Facilities rather than for a guaranteed level of service or reliability.   

 

7. Special Facilities shall at all times be the property of PG&E. 
 

8. If Applicant terminates this Agreement, the NGOM equipment will be removed.  It is Applicant’s 
responsibility at the time of NGOM removal to take action to reestablish the interconnection of 
their solar system with PG&E’s grid.  This may entail, but not be limited to, retaining the services 
of an electrical contractor to provide electrical continuity across the gap previously occupied by 
the NGOM equipment 

 

9. This Agreement shall at all times be subject to such changes or modifications by the CPUC as 
said Commission may, from time to time, direct in the exercise of its jurisdiction. 

 
APPLICANT        PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY 

Title:  ____________________________ 
Name (Print):  _____________________ 
Signature:   _______________________ 
Date:   ___________________________ 

Title:  ____________________________ 
Name (Print):  _____________________ 
Signature:   _______________________   
Date:   ___________________________
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