Dimmable Compact Fluorescent Lamps
Fact Sheet

Compact Fluorescent Lamps (CFLs)

Do:
• Do look for the ENERGY STAR®
certified CFLs.
• Do consider the life-time cost of
CFLs. The energy savings and
longer bulb life (6,000 – 12,000
hours) will more than pay for the
slightly higher price at the store.
• Do allow 10 to 15 seconds for
the CFL to reach full brightness
before dimming.

Don’t:
• Do not use a standard
(non-dimmable) CFL with an
incandescent dimmer switch,
even with the dimmer at
full power.
• Do not install dimmable CFLs
with photo sensors or electric
timers, except as recommended
by the maufacturer.
• Do not dispose of CFLs in the
household trash. It is unlawful
for Californians to dispose of
any lamps containing mercury,
including CFLs, in the regular
weekly garbage pick-up.
Call (877) EARTH-911 or visit
www.earth911.org for disposal
options in your community.

save energy and
money in your home. Replacing incandescent lamps with CFLs
is easy to do, results in significant savings on your energy bill
and reduces greenhouse gas emissions.

Dimmable CFLs Now Available*
CFL manufacturers have recently developed dimmable CFLs that
work with standard incandescent dimmers. Dimmable CFLs will
dim to approximately 10% to 25% of maximum light output; this
range is slightly smaller than that of traditional incandescent lights.
CFL technology has come a long way in recent years. Many people
who tried CFLs in the early 1990s were unhappy with the quality
and light output of the bulbs. But things have changed. Bulbs are
smaller, light output is better and new features are available.Pacific
Gas and Electric Company encourages you to try CFLs again and
expects that you’ll be pleased with the newer CFLs.

Benefits of CFLs:
• Use 66% to 75% less energy than a standard incandescent bulb
• Save up to $74 in energy costs over the life of a single bulb
(claim based on a rate of 12¢/KWh and 8,000 hours of usage;
savings may be greater depending on electric rate, time of
usage, and percentage of time that the CFL is dimmed)
• On average, CFLs last approximately 8,000 hours (incandescent
bulbs last only 750 hours on average)
• Prevent the emission of approximately 450 pounds of green
house gases over the lifetime of a single bulb, according to
ENERGY STAR® national statistics

PG&E Discounts on CFLs
PG&E offers point-of-sale instant discounts for standard
and dimmable CFLs. For more information and to search
for retailers offering discounted CFLs in your neighborhood,
visit our website at www.pge.com/res/rebates/lighting.
* There is a chance that some CFLs will be incompatible with some
dimmers. When you buy a dimmable CFL for the first time, check
the store's return policy and save your receipt.
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