
NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
 Draft Corrective Measures Study and

 Proposed Corrective Measures Plan and Design
 PG&E Shell Pond Property

 Bay Point, California

 April 13 – May 12, 2011

 The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) announces a 30-day public 
 comment period on Pacific Gas and Electric Company’s (PG&E ) proposed plan to 
 cleanup its Shell Pond property. PG&E has submitted a draft Corrective Measures 
 Study (CMS), and a proposed Corrective Measures Plan and Design (CMPD) to DTSC 
 describing the cleanup project. DTSC invites interested members of the public to review 
 and comment on these documents during a 30-day public comment period.

 PG&E is proposing a plan to cleanup its Shell Pond property located along the 
 waterfront next to Suisun and Honker Bays in Bay Point. The cleanup plan proposes the 
 removal of 240,000 cubic yards of sediments that contain chemicals from past chemical 
 manufacturing activities and reseeding and planting of an adjacent area that contains 
 carbon materials. The sediments would be excavated and disposed of at Keller Canyon 
 Landfill. When the cleanup is complete, the levee system around the Shell Pond would 
 be breeched and the pond would be restored to a natural wetland. Measures to protect 
 the community will be used throughout the entire project including air monitoring, dust 
 and odor control, and traffic control and monitoring.

 California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): To comply with the CEQA 
 requirements, DTSC evaluated whether the work proposed would have a significant 
 effect on the environment. As part of this evaluation, DTSC conducted a CEQA Initial 
 Study, consulted with other government entities with jurisdiction over the project, and 
 concluded that a Mitigated Negative Declaration will satisfy CEQA requirements 
 associated with the project. This means that DTSC identified potential short-term 
 impacts associated with the proposed project and elements of the project were modified 
 to address them. Copies of the CEQA Initial Study Report and the proposed CEQA 
 Mitigated Negative Declaration are available at the information repositories listed below.

 Why this notice?  The purpose of this notice is to provide you with an opportunity to 
 learn more about the draft CMS, CMPD and proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration 
 and how to provide comments to DTSC within 30 days of this notice.

 How do I participate?  Your participation is encouraged. Comments may be submitted 
 in writing to Tony Natera, Project Manager, DTSC, 700 Heinz Avenue, Berkeley, 
 California, 94710, or e-mail at  tnatera@dtsc.ca.gov. All mail must be postmarked by 
 May 12, 2011 . E-mailed comments must be received by DTSC on the same date
 by 5:00 p.m.

 Public Meeting:  DTSC will host a public meeting to explain the project, answer 
 questions and accept comments.

 Date:  Wednesday, April 27, 2011
 Time:  6:30 to 8:00 pm

 Location: Ambrose Community Center, 3105 Willow Pass Road, Bay Point

 Where do I get more information?  Copies of the draft CMS, CMPD, CEQA 
 documents and other project related materials are available for public review at the 
 information repositories listed below:

 Bay Point Library  DTSC File Room
 205 Pacifica Ave  700 Heinz Avenue
 Bay Point, CA 94565-2904  Berkeley, CA 94710
 (925) 458-9597  (510) 540-3900

 Please call for an appointment

 The documents can also be viewed over the internet at:  www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov

 Who do I contact? For more information please contact the following DTSC staff:

 Tony Natera, DTSC Project Manager, (510) 540-3757 or tnatera@dtsc.ca.gov

 Richard A Perry, DTSC Public Participation, (510) 540-3910 or rperry@dtsc.ca.gov

 Jeanne Garcia, DTSC Public Information Officer, (818) 717-6573 or jgarcia1@dtsc.ca.gov.
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Activities
1. There are thousands of indigenous

people in the Amazon River Basin
who have never been contacted by
people from outside their tribes.
Do you think governments should
take steps to make sure these
people aren’t contacted and can
continue living as they do, or
should the people be contacted
and made aware of the world
outside the forest? Why?

2. On Earth Day April 22, many
groups and individuals will look
for new ways to preserve natural
areas habitats. In the newspaper
this week, find a photo of an out-
door or natural area. Study the
photo. Write a paragraph or short
essay describing what the natural
area provides people and wildlife,
and what would be lost if the area
were developed.

3. The Amazon Rain Forest is not
the only place in the world where
forests are being cut for develop-
ment. Across North America, large
areas of forest have been cut down
to make space for houses, high-
ways or other developments. Look
through the newspaper and find a
story about a building project that
could affect trees. Make a list of
three positive and three negative
things about the project.

4. Oil companies are exploring the
Amazon Rain Forest to find new
supplies of fuel to heat houses or
power cars. Other companies are
trying to develop alternative
energy sources such as wind or
solar power. In the newspaper, find
stories about alternative energy.
Write a paragraph describing the
advantages and disadvantages of
one alternative source of power.

Attention Students & Teachers
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The Amazon Rain Forest is often
called the Earth’s lungs.

The Amazon is the world’s largest
tropical rain forest, and its trees and plants
produce about 20 percent of the oxygen
on the planet through the scientific
process known as photosynthesis.

The Amazon rain forest spreads across
nine countries on the continent of South
America: Brazil, Peru, Colombia, Ecuador,
Bolivia, Venezuela, Guyana, Suriname
and French Guiana. Its 1.4 billion acres
spread out on either side of
the Amazon River, forming
an area called the Amazon
River Basin.

Many native, indigenous
people live in the Amazon,
and they rely on the forest
for survival. They hunt animals
that live in the jungle, eat
the fruits from its trees
and fish in its streams.

But more and more in
recent years, people from
outside the rain forest are
interested in the Amazon
as well.

Some people want to
cut down trees to make
room to grow crops or
create pastures for cattle.
Some people want to mine
for gold. And some want
to search for oil.

On top of that, the
governments of Brazil and
Peru want to build hydro-

electric dams in the Amazon Basin. While
the dams would produce needed electricity
for the countries, they would also flood
areas, change the character of the
Amazon River in some areas and affect
the lives of people who live there.

All nations need crops, meat, oil and
electricity to grow, but many people are
asking how much it is possible to use the
Amazon without destroying it and the
indigenous people who call it home.

Resource conflicts
Conflicts over oil exploration, mining,

dams and cutting down trees in the
Amazon are increasingly in the news
in South America.

In Ecuador recently, thousands of
people won a “class action” group court
case against an oil company they say has
polluted the land and made people in
the area seriously sick. The oil company
says the ruling by the court in Ecuador
is wrong.

In Brazil, there is heated debate over
whether or not oil companies should be
able to look for oil in the Amazon at all,
especially near indigenous communities.

Native peoples
Experts estimate that there are 100

groups of indigenous people
living in the Amazon rain
forest who remain “uncon-
tacted.” This means the peo-
ple live traditionally and have
not had any contact with
people outside the forest.

As hydroelectric projects and
oil exploration reach farther
into the rain forest, the lives
of these people may be
changed forever.

Whether or not these groups
should be contacted — and
how to protect them as devel-
opment advances — are
questions to which there are
no easy answers.

One thing is certain, however:
We all breathe oxygen

produced by the Amazon Rain
Forest. The future of the
Amazon will affect everyone on
the planet, not just those people
who make their homes there.

Development in the Amazon
could affect the whole world

Dams, development and oil explorationcould change the lives of native people inthe Amazon, some of whom have neverhad contact with people outside the forest.
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