
Invitation to Comment
Draft Cleanup Plan for Northeast Area

FORMER POTRERO POWER PLANT

ENVIRONMENTAL INVESTIGATIONS  September 2012

The Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region (Water Board), the lead agency overseeing 
environmental investigation and cleanup of the Former Potrero Power Plant, announces a public comment period on a “Draft 
Feasibility Study and Proposed Cleanup Plan” (Draft Cleanup Plan) for the Northeast Area of the site. This area addressed 
by the Draft Cleanup Plan also includes the affected areas on a portion of the adjacent Pier 70 property highlighted in the 
Site Figure on page two of this fact sheet. The Draft Cleanup Plan, through the feasibility study process, evaluates cleanup 
technologies and options and identifies one of those options as the preferred cleanup approach.

The public comment period for the Draft Cleanup Plan will run from September 24 to October 23, 2012. A community  
meeting will be held during this time to present the Draft Cleanup Plan, answer questions and receive public comment. The 
Water Board invites you to review and comment on the Draft Cleanup Plan, which is available at the information repository  
or electronically. Details regarding the community meeting and information availability can be found below and on page four 
of this fact sheet.

THIS FACT SHEET WILL INFORM YOU ABOUT: 

•	 Site History and Background
•	 Environmental Investigations
•	 Draft Cleanup Plan
•	 Next Steps 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

September 24 to October 23, 2012

PUBLIC MEETING

Wednesday, October 3, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.
Potrero Hill Neighborhood House
953 De Haro Street, San Francisco

Public comments can be submitted orally or in writing any time during the public comment period. Please submit your 
comments by October 23, 2012 to: Mark Johnson, Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region, 
1515 Clay St., Suite 1400, Oakland, California 94612. You may also submit comments by email to:
mjohnson@waterboards.ca.gov or by calling (510) 622-2493.

SITE HISTORY AND BACKGROUND

The 34-acre Former Potrero Power Plant site is located in San Francisco’s Central Waterfront at 1201 Illinois Street. It is 
bordered by 23rd Street to the south, Illinois Street to the west, Pier 70 to the north, and the San Francisco Bay to the east. For 
purposes of investigation and cleanup the site has been divided into seven areas as shown on the Site Figure.

The site and adjacent areas have been used for industrial activities since the mid-1800s. Some of the historic uses on and near 
the site included ship building and repair, foundries, sugar refining, and barrel making. A manufactured gas plant (MGP) 
operated in the northeastern area of the power plant site from the 1870s to the 1930s. Historically, the Pier 70 property was 
used primarily for ship building.



A power plant, commonly referred to as the Potrero Power Plant, was originally built in the 1910s and later upgraded and 
expanded in the 1960s. PG&E sold the power plant property to Southern Company (subsequently, Mirant and now GenOn 
Potrero LLC) in 1999. PG&E retained portions of the site along Illinois Street which includes the electrical switchyard 
and construction/staging areas as shown on the fi gure. Th e plant was permanently shut down in March 2011 following the 
completion of the Trans Bay Cable project, which allowed power generated in Pittsburg to be transferred across the Bay to San 
Francisco. While the power plant has been shut down, the switchyard will remain in operation into the future.

SITE FIGURE

ENVIRONMENTAL INVESTIGATIONS

Th e site has a long history of industrial use and has environmental impacts associated with this industrial past. PG&E has 
been conducting environmental investigation and cleanup activities at the site since 1986. Th e site has been divided into seven 
diff erent work areas to facilitate the investigation and cleanup process. Th is allows investigation and cleanup to move forward 
independently and expeditiously. Work may continue in some areas while others require further studies or the removal of 
structures to allow access.

Contaminants are present in soil and groundwater within the Northeast Area and are primarily associated with material 
used to fi ll in the Bay and waste materials from the former MGP operations. Contaminants include petroleum hydrocarbon 
compounds, including benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, xylenes and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs). PAHs are 
organic chemicals often found in heavy petroleum compounds such as asphalt. Th ey are often the result of incomplete 
combustion and can also be found in the charred residues in a fi replace or BBQ. At the site, they are present in soil and as a 
heavier-than-water-tar-like liquid. PAHs are a common waste product associated with MGP operations and are a result of the 
incomplete combustion of the coal or oil used to make the manufactured gas.

Heavy metals have also been detected in the Northeast Area soil, along with naturally occurring asbestos, both of which can be 
associated with fi ll material or the serpentinite bedrock located beneath the site and surrounding area.
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PG&E has conducted evaluations of the human and ecological risks possible as a result of potential exposure to soil, soil gas 
and groundwater contaminants in the Northeast Area. The Port has also conducted an independent evaluation of human and 
ecological risks for the Pier 70 portion of the Area. These assessments found that neither portion of the Northeast Area, in their 
current condition, pose a risk to human health or wildlife. Paving that is currently in place prevents exposure to MGP residues, 
although additional risk management measures would be required if the pavement is removed or activities expose construction 
workers to subsurface residues. Separate from the Northeast Area activities, PG&E is in the process of evaluating the shoreline, 
sediments and potential ecological risks in the Offshore Area.

DRAFT CLEANUP PLAN

Established criteria were used to evaluate potential cleanup options in the Draft Cleanup Plan, including overall protection 
of human health and the environment, possible impacts to the community, estimated time for completion, impacts to future 
development, and the required maintenance for each possible cleanup option.

The preferred cleanup option is Solidification with Limited Excavation. On the Power Plant property, significant MGP 
residues would be treated in place using an agent such as cement (a process known as in-situ solidification). Solidification 
is the preferred method on the Power Plant property because the MGP residues extend deep below ground surface and 
would be too difficult to excavate. On the Pier 70 property, significant MGP residues would be excavated and removed. 
Excavation and removal is the preferred option at the Port property due to the presence of subsurface obstructions that limit 
the implementation of solidification. Once the Draft Cleanup Plan is finalized and approved by the Water Board, additional 
investigation, planning, pilot-scale treatment, permitting, and contracting activities will take place over the next approximately 
three years. Final cleanup work will begin in early 2016. Field work is estimated to take approximately nine months.

The preferred cleanup option outlined in the Draft Cleanup Plan would also include the installation of a durable cover in 
areas where solidified soil is present or additional residues are present in substantially smaller quantities. The durable cover 
will prevent exposure to the remaining non-volatile residues. The installation of the durable cover involves the placement of 
a durable material (such as paving, buildings, clean soil with vegetation) over the area to contain the soil in place and prevent 
exposure to contaminants. Groundwater monitoring would also be conducted to help confirm that groundwater is being 
protected.

Institutional controls would also be used, including an environmental deed restriction and associated risk management plan. 
The risk management plan will set forth procedures for maintaining the protectiveness of the cleanup efforts (e.g., durable 
covers) and thereby ensuring construction worker protection during future activities (e.g., redevelopment construction), as well 
as protection of future site users.

The preferred cleanup option (described above) could be completed in a reasonable period of time, would not cause an 
unacceptable impact during construction, and would be compatible with redevelopment while providing flexibility for future 
site uses.

The graphic below provides an illustrative view of each element included in the proposed cleanup plan. 
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ESTE AVISO ESTÁ DISPONIBLE EN ESPAÑOL

Se puede solicitar este aviso en español. Por favor póngase en contacto con Mark Johnson del Tablero (Junta) de Control  
de Calidad de Agua Regional, Región de la Bahía de San Francisco al (510) 622-2493 o por correo electrónico a  
mjohnson@waterboards.ca.gov para recibir una versión traducida.

NEXT STEPS 

A public meeting for the Draft Cleanup Plan has been scheduled for Wednesday, October 3, 2012 at 7 p.m. The public 
meeting is an opportunity for members of the community to ask questions, learn more about the project, and submit 
comments on the Draft Cleanup Plan. The Water Board will not make a final decision to implement the Draft Cleanup Plan 
until all public comments have been reviewed and considered. Following the review of the public comments, the Water Board 
will issue a Response to Comments. The Response to Comments is the Water Board’s formal written response to all comments 
received. It is available to the public and will also be placed in the administrative record.

LOCAL INFORMATION REPOSITORY

The Draft Feasibility Study and related site documents can be viewed at the following information repository:
 
Potrero Public Library, Reference Desk
1616 20th Street
San Francisco, California 94107

Hours of Operation
Sunday: 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 10:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 12:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Thursday: 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Friday: 1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Saturday: 1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTS

The Water Board also has documents and other technical information for the site available at their offices in Oakland  
(see address below), as well as electronically on the Geotracker website at: https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov.  
Click on advanced search and enter Case ID number: 38S0038.

WATER BOARD CONTACT INFORMATION 

Mark Johnson
Regional Water Quality Control Board
San Francisco Bay Region
1515 Clay Street, 14th Floor
Oakland, California 94612
(510) 622-2493
mjohnson@waterboards.ca.gov

pg. 4


