
For More Information
For more information, please email us at potreroinfo@pge.com 
or call the Environmental Remediation Information and Response 
Line at 1-866-247-0581. You may also contact Mark Johnson of 
the Water Board, the lead regulator overseeing our work, at  
(510) 622-2493 or mjohnson@waterboards.ca.gov.
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former Potrero Power 
Plant property.

Committed To Community Outreach
PG&E is committed to keeping the community informed while our 
work takes place on the former Potrero Power Plant property. 
As part of this effort, we will continue to share project updates 
through public meetings, project newsletters and updates.

In 2012, we held two community open houses and in 2013, we plan to 
offer additional meetings. At these informational events, community 
members have the opportunity to speak directly to the project team, 
including regulators. We appreciate the feedback we receive at these 
meetings. Meeting invitations will be sent to the community and we 
hope that everyone has an opportunity to participate.

Community members and project team gather at recent public meeting.
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Former Potrero Power Plant Site

PG&E is committed to addressing environmental impacts from our historic 
operations. As part of this commitment, we are conducting environmental 
investigation and remediation work at and around the former Potrero 
Power Plant (now owned by GenOn Potrero, LLC), nearby parcels owned by 
PG&E, and a portion of the adjacent property at Pier 70. In this newsletter 
you will find information about how remediation work is progressing and 
what is expected in 2013.

In 2012, we made great progress, achieving 
a number of project goals. We completed 
cleanup work on PG&E–owned parcels, 
which are named the Hoe Down Yard, and the 
Switchyard and Construction Yard, (please 
see map on the next page). In 2013, we have 
numerous remediation activities planned for 
other project areas and we look forward to 
working with the community as we continue 
to reach new milestones.

We are working under the oversight of the 
Regional Water Quality Control Board, San 
Francisco Bay Region (Water Board). In 
addition, we seek and receive input from a 
number of state and local agencies including 
the City and County of San Francisco, the 
Port of San Francisco and the California 
Department of Fish and Game. We 
appreciate the feedback we have received 
from the community and will continue to 
provide opportunities for input as our work 
progresses.



Former Potrero Power Plant Cleanup

Northeast Area (GenOn and Port of San Francisco Owned)

This area includes the northeastern corner of the Potrero Power 
Plant property (owned by GenOn Potrero, LLC), the shoreline and the 
southeastern portion of Pier 70 owned by the Port of San Francisco. 

Last September, a draft Feasibility Study (FS), which provides an 
evaluation of various cleanup options and recommends a preferred 
approach, was submitted to the Water Board. The Water Board held 
the Public Review process and a Public Meeting on the draft FS in 
October, and responded to the comments received from the public. 
The Water Board approved the Final FS in December 2012.

In 2013, activities in the Northeast Area will focus on developing 
information for the remedial design, including conducting a pilot test 
of the selected remediation technology: in-place solidification of 
soils. This technology uses cement with various additives to solidify 
contaminated soils in-place, and thereby minimize contaminant 
mobility. The pilot test will help finalize the exact additive mix and 
the equipment that will be used for mixing the additives into the soil. 
The in-place solidification of the soil will both be protective of human 
health and allow for future redevelopment of the property. Details of 
the remediation will be documented in a Remedial Action Plan, which 
we will begin to develop this fall.

Project Update
To facilitate the remediation process, we designated seven 
separate work areas (see site map below). This allows us to 
investigate and remediate each area independently and not delay 
work while conducting necessary further studies or the removal of 
structures in other areas.

As stated previously, in 2012, we finished remediation work in two 
of seven project areas — the Hoe Down Yard, and the Switchyard 
and Construction Yard Area. Remediation work in another 
large area, called Station A (which is 13-acres) is on track to be 

completed in 2013. This will leave remaining work in only four 
areas: the Northeast Upland Area, the Sediments Investigation 
Area, the Tank Farm and the Power Generation Facility. The latter 
two areas will be investigated and cleaned up after the removal of 
the existing power plant facilities by GenOn.

The following pages provide an Area-by-Area update of the major 
goals we accomplished in 2012, along with a snapshot of the work 
planned for 2013.
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Sediments Investigation Area  
(Port of San Francisco Owned)

This area includes sediments in the Bay near the former power 
plant property. PG&E conducted four phases of sediment 
investigations, including the most recent last July. The results of 
our investigations show that residues of the former Manufactured 
Gas Plant (MGP) that once operated in the area are primarily 
contained within a narrow band of near shore sediments. However, 
those residues have not caused toxicity or other biological 
disturbance to organisms that live in the sediments.

A Remedial Investigation (RI) Report, which will present the 
results of our work, will be prepared this year. When the report 
is completed and submitted to the Water Board and the Port of 
San Francisco, we will host a Community Meeting to present the 
investigation results and answer questions community members 
may have about the findings.

Hoe Down Yard (PG&E Owned)

Last December, the Water Board issued a No Further Action letter 
stating that no further environmental remediation work will be 
needed in the Hoe Down Yard.

Switchyard /Construction Yard  
(PG&E Owned)

Similar to the Hoe Down Yard, the Water Board has issued a No 
Further Action letter for the Switchyard, stating that no further 
environmental remediation work will be needed in this area.

In the coming months, PG&E will be working to permanently 
close three temporary groundwater monitoring wells located 
in the Switchyard. The wells were used in the past to monitor 
groundwater quality as part of our environmental investigations. 

Station A (GenOn Owned)

Site investigations in the Station A Area are complete and a Human 
Health Risk Assessment was approved by the Water Board last 
February. A draft Risk Management Plan and Land Use Covenant 
were submitted to GenOn, the property owner, and the Water 
Board last November, and are currently being finalized. Regulatory 
closure of this area is expected this year.

Tank Farm (GenOn Owned)

Limited soil and groundwater investigations have been conducted 
in this area and we will conduct additional investigations 
once the above ground tanks are removed as part of property 
redevelopment.

Power Generation Facility (GenOn Owned)

Some soil and groundwater investigations have been completed 
in this area and we will conduct additional investigations once the 
former power plant structure has been removed as part of property 
redevelopment.

Four phases of investigations have been performed in the offshore 
sediment area.

PLACEHOLDER

Safety is PG&E’s top priority. All components of our project work are 
structured to protect the local community, the environment and site 
workers. As our work progresses this year, PG&E will implement and 
enforce all appropriate safety protocols.

SAFETY
FIRST
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