
Notice

Former Fresno-1 Manufactured Gas Plant Site
211 North Thorne Avenue, Fresno, California

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) invites you to review and comment 

on a proposed cleanup plan, called a draft Remedial Action Plan or draft RAP, for the 

former Fresno-1 Manufactured Gas Plant (MGP) located at 211 North Thorne Avenue 

in Fresno, California. The former MGP consists of three adjacent parcels (the northern, 

central and southern sections) which are designated as Operable Units (OU) 1, 2 and 3, 

respectively (referred to in this fact sheet as “the Site”). To facilitate management of the 

environmental cleanup, off-site areas which include the railroad right-of-way to the north 

of the Site and the public right-of-ways adjacent to the Site, have been designated as 

OU-4 and OU-5, respectively. Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) currently 

owns the Site (OUs 1, 2 and 3) and uses it for construction and storage. 

The draft RAP proposes to remove an estimated 37,400 cubic yards of MGP impacted 

soil containing polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), total petroleum hydrocarbons 

(TPH), volatile organic compounds (VOCs), and various metals, including arsenic and 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: 
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ending November 7, 2013. All 
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855 West Nielsen Avenue, Fresno
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lead. Excavated areas would be backfilled with clean soil 

and areas of the Site that are currently not capped with 

pavement or gravel would be covered with a gravel cap. 

DTSC is overseeing the investigation and cleanup of the 

contamination at the Site and adjacent off-site areas and 

encourages your participation in the cleanup decision-

making process.

Site Description and History

The Site’s northern, central and southern sections 

collectively encompass an area of about 11.8 acres. PG&E’s 

general construction department currently uses the central 

and southern sections; the northern section is fenced, 

unpaved and vacant. 

In 1917, PG&E purchased the northern and central parcels 

and constructed the Fresno-1 MGP, which produced gas 

from oil from 1918 to 1929. After 1929, the gas plant was 

used as a standby facility; in 1956 the gas plant was 

completely taken out of service, with most of the gas plant 

structures removed from the Site by 1963.

The general gas manufacturing process involved heating oil 

in a generator or oven to produce a combustible fuel gas. 

The gas was then purified, stored in large tanks and 

distributed to customers. The gas-making process produced 

a number of by-products including tars, light oils, sludge 

and lampblack (a fine soot).

Site Investigations

Since 1986, several phases of investigations have been 

conducted at the Site to determine if historic gas plant 

residues are present in soil, soil gas (the air in between soil 

particles) and groundwater. These investigations have 

identified varying levels of PAHs, TPH, VOCs, and metals, 

including arsenic and lead. The majority of contaminants are 

in the upper five to six feet of soil. 

Groundwater beneath the Site occurs at depths of more than 

90 feet below ground surface. Site investigations and 

assessments show that the shallow MGP impacts at the Site 

do not pose a threat to groundwater and low levels of 

chemicals detected in groundwater beneath the Site are not 

likely related to MGP wastes. Therefore, remedial alternatives 

for groundwater are not required in this draft RAP.

Human Health Risk Assessment

In order to evaluate potential risks from chemical exposure 

to current and/or future populations, a human health risk 

assessment was prepared for the Site. The risk assessment 

concluded that the five OUs, in their current condition, do 

not present a risk to surrounding populations, but that 

mitigation measures, or other forms of risk management, are 

needed to achieve the overall goal of long-term protection of 

human health and the environment. 

Proposed Cleanup Plan

The draft Remedial Action Plan (RAP) summarizes the 

nature and extent of impact within each OU and identifies 

the best cleanup plan for the Site and adjacent off-site areas. 

Cleanup alternatives were evaluated based on a variety of 

factors including effectiveness, feasibility, regulatory and 

public acceptance, overall protection of human health and 

the environment, and cost. 

Cleanup Alternatives Evaluated: 

• Alternative 1: No Action – this alternative is used as a 

baseline against which to compare other alternatives.

• Alternative 2: Containment and Institutional Controls 

– this alternative involves constructing a gravel cap over 

impacted soils, maintaining existing on-site paved or gravel 

covered areas and building foundations as a cap over 

portions of the Site, and placing a deed restriction on the 



property to restrict land use to commercial/industrial.

• Alternative 3: Targeted Soil Excavation and Off-Site 

Disposal with Containment and Institutional Controls 

– this alternative is the same as Alternative 2 with  

If the draft RAP is approved, the following activities would be performed to address historic gas plant impacts within the five OUs:

• Phased removal of approximately 37,400 cubic yards of impacted soil at a depth of up to ten feet;

• Placement of excavated soil in trucks and/or bins for off-site disposal;

• Backfill and compaction of excavated areas with clean, imported soil; 

• Installation of gravel caps over select areas of the Site; and

• Cleanup and restoration of on- and off-site work areas. 

Proposed Cleanup Plan

Based on an evaluation of the cleanup alternatives, a combination of Alternatives 2, 3 and 4 are recommended as shown in  

Table 1. The combination of these alternatives offers long-term protection of human health and the environment and balances cleanup 

with the least amount of disruption to the community and short-term impacts to the environment. 

Table 1: Summary of Recommended Cleanup Alternatives
Operable Unit Site Description Alternative Recommended

OU-1 
Northern Section

Vacant unpaved 
fenced lot where 
majority of former 
MGP structures were 
located

Targeted excavation of heavily impacted soils, backfill with clean fill and restoration to its pre-existing 
condition. Areas not excavated would be capped with gravel. Placement of a deed restriction limiting 
certain types of land uses and preparation of a soil management plan for appropriate soil handling and 
management. 

OU-2 
Central Section

Operating PG&E 
facility with office and 
warehouse space

Targeted excavation of heavily impacted soils, backfill with clean fill and restoration of excavated 
areas. Existing building foundations, pavement and planter areas would be maintained as a cap. 
Areas not excavated and currently unpaved would be capped with gravel. Placement of a deed 
restriction limiting certain types of land uses and preparation of a soil management plan for 
appropriate soil handling and management. 

OU-3 
Southern 
Section

Operating PG&E 
facility used for 
storage of equipment 
and materials

Placement of a gravel cap in areas not currently covered with gravel. Placement of a deed restriction 
limiting certain types of land uses and preparation of a soil management plan for appropriate soil 
handling and management. 

OU-4 
Railroad 

Right-of-Way

Railroad right-of-way 
next to active 
railroad tracks

Excavation and off-site disposal of accessible impacted soils, backfill with clean material and 
restoration of area to its existing condition.

OU-5 
Public 

Right-of-Way

Public right-of-ways 
in W. Voorman and 
N. Thorne Avenues

Excavation and off-site disposal of accessible impacted soils, backfill with clean material and 
restoration of area to its existing condition.

the addition of excavation of impacted soils in select  

areas on-site.

• Alternative 4: Extensive Excavation and Off-Site 

Disposal with Institutional Controls – this alternative 

involves Site-wide extensive excavation of all accessible 

impacted soils in on- and off-site areas.



It is anticipated that soil excavation activities would begin in late 

2014. Work would be phased over several construction seasons 

and would last two to three years. All work would be performed 

in accordance with project-specific health and safety and traffic 

control and management plans, and in accordance with all 

necessary permits. Project environmental controls designed to 

protect the surrounding community would be implemented 

during cleanup activities and would include air, dust and noise 

monitoring and control. 

California Environmental 
Quality Act 

As the lead agency under the California Environmental Quality 

Act (CEQA), DTSC conducted an Initial Study to determine if 

the proposed project activities would result in significant impact 

on the environment. The Initial Study concluded that the 

proposed project would not have a significant impact on the 

environment. As such, DTSC decided that a Negative Declaration 

was the appropriate document to prepare under CEQA. DTSC is 

seeking comments on the adequacy of the analysis contained in 

the Initial Study and proposed Negative Declaration.

Next Steps

After the close of the public comment period, DTSC will prepare 

a Responsiveness Summary in response to comments received 

during the public comment period. This document will list the 

comments received and how they were considered prior to making 

a final decision on the draft RAP. The Responsiveness Summary 

will be placed in the information repositories established for the 

Site and sent to those who submitted comments.

Where to Find Site Documents 

DTSC encourages you to review the draft RAP, CEQA 

documents and other Site-related documents, which are available 

at the information repositories listed in the next column:

Fresno County Library 

2420 Mariposa Street 

Fresno, CA 93721 

(559) 600-7323

DTSC - File Room 

1515 Tollhouse Road 

Clovis, CA 93611 

(559) 297-3929 

http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/profile_report.

asp?global_id=10490094

Alternative Format: All documents made available to the public 

by DTSC can be made available in alternative format (i.e. 

Braille, large print, etc.) or in another language, as appropriate, 

in accordance with State and Federal law. Please contact Veronica 

Lopez-Villaseñor in the “For More Information” section.

For More Information

For more information about the draft cleanup plan or to be 

added to the site mailing list, please contact one of the following 

DTSC representatives:

Jeff Gymer, DTSC Project Manager 

Jeff.Gymer@dtsc.ca.gov 

(559) 297-3907

Veronica Lopez-Villaseñor, DTSC Public Participation Specialist 

Veronica.Lopez-Villaseñor@dtsc.ca.gov  

(916) 255-3651

Sandy Nax, DTSC Public Information Officer 

Sandy.Nax@dtsc.ca.gov 

(916) 327-6114 


