
 

 

Introduction 
 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) has prepared this fact sheet to provide a brief introductory overview 
regarding its voluntary program related to former manufactured gas plants or MGPs. One of these plants operated 
in Napa more than a century ago. This ongoing program, which started in the 1980s, has been conducted with 
regulatory oversight from the California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA), Department of Toxic 
Substances Control (DTSC). 

Background 
 

During the mid 1800s through the early 1900s, before natural gas was available as an energy source, more than 
1,500 manufactured gas plants were located in cities and towns across the country. The plants used coal and oil 
to produce gas for lighting, heating and cooking. At that time, this technology was a major step forward, 
revolutionizing street lighting, enhancing public safety and enabling businesses to work into the night. 
 
In addition to gas, MGPs produced a variety of byproducts, some of which were useful and marketable, such as 
coal tar and lampblack. The byproducts that could not be sold were removed for disposal or remained at the MGP 
site. With the arrival of natural gas in the 1930s, most of the manufactured gas plant sites in California were no 
longer needed and were closed.  

 

History of Napa MGP 
 

Napa City Gas Light & Heat Company built a gas plant on portions of the Riverside Apartments property in 1888-
1889. Napa Gas & Electric Company took over the plant in 1899 and PG&E acquired the plant in 1905 when the 
company was formed. PG&E thereafter operated the gas plant until 1924, when it was closed and subsequently 
dismantled. PG&E sold the vacant property in 1961, three years before the apartment complex was constructed.  
 
We tested the site in the 1980s, working under the oversight of the appropriate State and Federal Environmental 
Protection Agencies. After the testing, results were submitted to the owner, agencies and regulators, and no 
further work was requested because the data collected indicated that this site did not pose a health concern. 
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PG&E Manufactured Gas Plant Program 
 

In the 1980s, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) conducted research that identified more 
than 1,500 former manufactured gas plants around the country. The research found that, in some cases, residues 
from these facilities may remain onsite.   
 
Following the EPA study, PG&E, along with other utility companies across the country, established a program to 
identify the location of MGP sites and began a process of testing water supplies and soil samples from sites in the 
service area.   
 
According to scientists and health experts, exposure to MGP residues is not common because, in most cases, 
they are located below the ground surface.  
 
As part of our commitment to environmental responsibility, PG&E wants to ensure that any potential impacts to the 
environment from former MGPs are addressed in accordance with today’s regulatory standards. Of the 41 
manufactured gas plant sites historically owned or operated by PG&E through the 1950s, 33 have been or are in 
the process of being remediated. The remaining are being initiated in 2010, including the site in Napa.  
 

Present Efforts 
 

In January 2010, PG&E purchased the Riverside Apartments property in order to more thoroughly and efficiently 
evaluate site conditions. The work we plan will include the use of construction equipment and we may need to take 
down buildings. Due to this construction activity, the apartments will need to be closed before work begins this 
summer. We have a program to help tenants of the Riverside Apartments find permanent replacement housing 
over the next several months. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions  
 

Should I be concerned for my family’s health? 
Based on extensive research of MGP sites across the country, as well as the surface soil testing conducted at this 
site in the 1980s, there is no indication of any health concern to the public.  
 
Is drinking water affected? 
No. Drinking water supplies are not affected. Drinking water for this area is provided by the City of Napa and 
meets all state and federal health standards. 
 
If no health impacts to the public exist, why are you testing now? 
Using today’s technology, we are doing this work to re-confirm the findings of the 1980s. The DTSC agrees with 
and supports our decision to voluntarily move forward with this effort.  
 
Why do residents need to move? 
In order for us to thoroughly conduct a review of the property, portions of the apartment complex may need to be 
taken down to access the ground below. We apologize for this significant disruption to residents of the apartment 
building and their families. We will help them find another place to live. A company experienced with the local 
rental market and the relocation process will be available to help in both Spanish and English at no cost to the 
residents. 

 

For More Information 
 

For more information about our program, including contact information for project representatives at the CalEPA, 
DTSC, please call us at 707-501-4517 or email us at naparesource@pge.com. You also can visit 
www.pge.com/mgp.  
 

 Armando Navarro    Betsy Brunswick 
 Account Executive-Napa Area   Manager, Environmental Remediation 
 Pacific Gas and Electric Company   Pacific Gas and Electric Company    
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