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Meeting Summary 

 
 

Attendance 
Led by Anna West, Kearns & West (K&W) Facilitator 
 
Project Updates 
Led by Robert Blair, PG&E Project Manager 
 
Robert Blair thanked the participants for calling-in. He explained that following the June Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) scoping meeting and the August Humboldt Working 
Group (HWG) Permitting Authority Subcommittee meeting, PG&E has been considering many 
issues and challenges surrounding the project, including funding, the level of development of 
the WEC devices, the cost of the infrastructure, and the environmental uncertainties and 
expected levels of monitoring and adaptive management for a short term project. These 
challenges resulted in significant increases in the projected cost of the project from the original 
estimates to a level that is too expensive for PG&E to fund on its own. With this, Robert 
announced PG&E’s decision to suspend the development and licensing on the Humboldt 
WaveConnect Pilot project as it is currently envisioned. PG&E believes there is a future for 
wave energy and is continuing to explore alternatives for wave energy. 
 
Robert expressed that PG&E is very appreciative of all the work and effort the HWG has 
contributed to this project. There are a lot of lessons learned from the process and PG&E plans 
to use these in future efforts. PG&E will develop a lessons learned document for the 
Department of Energy (DOE) for the project. Robert encouraged the HWG to provide PG&E 
with feedback on the lessons learned from this process that can be included in their report to 
DOE.  
 
Robert shared that the Central Coast WaveConnect Project is an opportunity that PG&E will 
further explore, in conjunction with other wave energy alternatives.  PG&E is evaluating several 
other potential opportunities as well, although at a very early stage. PG&E’s first goal is to 
identify cosponsors and funding collaboration opportunities, and then they will explore siting 
options, including deep water off of Humboldt and deep water elsewhere.  Once these are 
identified, then PG&E and the cosponsors would move forward with planning licensing and 
permitting activities.  
 
Comments/Clarification from the HWG 
 
Many expressed appreciation for being involved in the collaborative process (i.e., the HWG). It 
was an unprecedented effort on PG&E’s behalf and many thanks were given for the early, 
inclusive process that assisted to resolve issues up front. Some expressed that they look 
forward to participating in the next phase for wave energy. Some expressed a bit of 
disappointment that the project cannot move forward because there was so much valuable 
effort dedicated to the project and there was enthusiasm for being pioneers in siting wave 
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energy. Many expressed an interest in using the work and lessons learned of the HWG for any 
future projects. Many agencies expressed appreciation for the early involvement and look 
forward to participating in future project efforts.  
 
PG&E clarified that they will not be withdrawing the preliminary permit or the Draft Pilot License 
Application, but will submit a letter of explanation to FERC explaining why PG&E will not be 
submitting a Final Pilot License Application and moving forward with the project at this time. 
PG&E committed to send a similar letter to the State Lands Commission. 
 
PG&E shared that they are in communication with Humboldt State University (HSU) regarding 
contracted studies for the project. Some studies will proceed as planned, and others may be 
redirected.  
 
PG&E shared that they will likely be notifying the press of this development on Friday, October 
29, 2010. The press release will also be directly sent to the HWG and posted on the 
WaveConnect website. PG&E and HWG members wanted it to be made clear that the project is 
not being suspended due to community opposition.  Although tough issues have been raised 
leading to healthy discussions to resolve the issues, the community has always worked 
constructively in partnership with PG&E to help find good solutions to bring renewable energy to 
Humboldt County.  PG&E agreed that the process and the HWG was a productive forum for 
addressing real world issues in a quality manner, and again expressed appreciation for the hard 
work of all HWG participants. It was noted that the scoping meeting’s public comments 
demonstrated community interest and support for working on this project successfully together. 
 
Additional questions about why PG&E is no longer pursuing the Humboldt WaveConnect Pilot 
Project can be directed to Ian Caliendo at IXC8@pge.com, 415-973-0192 or Alison Talbott at 
A1T5@pge.com, 707-502-5769.  
 
Participants 
 
HWG members: 

• Bill McIver – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
• Catherine Woody –State Water Resources Control Board 
• Colin Sheppard – HSU Schatz Energy Research Center 
• Dana Boudreau – Redwood Coast Energy Authority 
• David White – National Marine Fisheries Service  
• Diane Ashton – National Marine Fisheries Service 
• Erin Mahan – HSU Student 
• John Dye – California State Lands Commission 
• John Powell - Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation and Conservation District 
• Kathryn Kempton – National Marine Fisheries Service 
• Larry DeRidder – Humboldt Area Saltwater Anglers (HASA) 
• Laura Engeman – California Coastal Conservancy 
• Maggy Herbelin – Humboldt Bay Stewards 
• Mark Lovelace – Humboldt County 3rd District Supervisor 
• Mary Hughes, California State Lands Commission 
• Milton Boyd – HSU Department of Biological Studies  
• Monica DeAngelis – National Marine Fisheries Service 
• Paul Siri – Oceans Science Applications  
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• Teri Hayes – California State Lands Commission 
• Vicki Frey – California Department of Fish and Game 

 
PG&E:  

• Alison Talbott 
• Annette Faraglia 
• Bob Booth 
• Brendan Dooher 
• Brandi Ehlers 
• Eric Brand  
• Gina Morimoto 
• Ian Caliendo 
• Mike Gunby  
• Robert Blair 

 
Facilitators: 

• Anna West, Kearns & West  
• Briana Moseley, Kearns & West 
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