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Central Coast WaveConnect Public Meeting 
Santa Barbara Public Library, Faulkner Gallery 

Santa Barbara, CA 
 

February 3, 2010 
 

Meeting Summary 
 

Public Meeting Overview 
On February 3, 2010, Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) hosted a public meeting to 
provide information about the proposed Central Coast WaveConnect project off the 
coast of Santa Barbara County. Stations around the room provided information about the 
project schedule and siting, public involvement and environmental review processes, 
wave energy devices, and PG&E’s Humboldt WaveConnect pilot project. The meeting 
began and ended with an open house format during which attendees could view the 
stations and ask questions of the WaveConnect staff and consultants. PG&E provided a 
project overview presentation which is summarized below. Approximately 65 members 
of the community attended this meeting. 
 
Presentation Summary 
Presented by Bill Toman and Don Price, PG&E; Doug Davy, CH2M HILL; and Rick 
Williams, SAIC. 
 
On December 11, 2009, PG&E filed a preliminary permit application with the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to study the feasibility of siting a wave energy 
facility off the coast of Santa Barbara County. If granted, this permit would allow PG&E 
to conduct studies leading to a license and would not authorize construction or 
disturbance of any land or property, or exclude other uses. The proposed study area lies 
roughly offshore of Point Conception north to Point Arguello, up to three nautical miles 
offshore.  
 
PG&E is seeking an initial 10 year, 10 megawatt (MW) facility. If that facility proves 
successful, PG&E will seek to build out the site in phases up to a 100 MW facility. PG&E 
will provide the power directly to Vandenberg Air Force Base (VAFB), with excess power 
delivered to the local electrical grid in Santa Barbara County. 
 
FERC may grant a preliminary permit as early as spring 2010; if so, the project could be 
operational beginning in 2015. Numerous licensing and permitting agencies will be 
involved with environmental review of the project to determine whether a license to 
construct the project is appropriate. PG&E will convene a collaborative group of local 
stakeholders to provide advice about project siting, studies, and other related topics. 
 
Questions from the Community 
PG&E invited questions from the audience after the presentation. The three overarching 
concerns from the community involved the environment, project process, and 
economics.  
 
Questions about the environment focused on the estimated footprint of the site, possible 
marine impacts, and the involved permitting agencies. The aquatic footprint of the 
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project will look at an initial area of 10 square nautical miles (nm) in a rectangular shape 
parallel to the coastline. The onshore footprint will be minimal, since the project would 
take advantage of some underutilized facilities on VAFB and new construction would 
likely use already disturbed lands. While the project’s effects on marine species are 
unknown, PG&E will use a monitoring and adaptive management plan to identify 
potential project impacts and mitigate them as appropriate. Many regulatory and 
permitting agencies will be involved in the project, but FERC and the California State 
Lands Commission will take the lead in preparing environmental documents. 
 
The public also asked questions regarding the project’s process, such as the length of 
time involved in the permitting process and possible fast-tracking of environmental 
review in order to meet national environmental goals. The current schedule anticipates 
the project to be installed four years from the time the preliminary permit application is 
submitted. PG&E does not anticipate fast-tracking of the wave energy permitting 
process.   
 
The third theme, economics, was raised by attendees about both the project’s ability to 
produce cost efficient energy and the project’s funding. Wave energy is expensive now 
($6000 – $7000/kilowatt), but it is in the same stage as wind energy was 20 years ago. 
PG&E anticipates that the cost will become competitive with other renewable energy 
sources over time.  PG&E is currently soliciting funds to continue the research and 
development of the Humboldt and Central Coast projects.  
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