
The proposed Westside Power Connect project 
will help ensure future electric reliability for 
approximately 36,000 customers in Los Banos, 
Dos Palos, Oro Loma, Santa Nella and the 
surrounding communities. This project will 
reinforce the local 70kV system and is needed 
to relieve potential line overloads and potential 
service outages in west Merced County.

The Westside Power Connect project scope 
includes:

• Constructing a proposed new substation

• Constructing new transmission lines  
 to connect the new substation to the 
 existing system

• Enhancing an existing substation

• Rebuilding existing transmission lines

The proposed project is a key component of 
PG&E’s efforts to meet the electric needs 
of the region’s residents and growing 
economy. These improvements will help 
reinforce the local electric grid by improving 
electric reliability and reducing outages for 
customers and businesses. The Westside 
Power Connect project will help increase 
flexibility for system operators during 
maintenance activities and help increase 
transmission capacity and reliability for  
PG&E’s electric customers in west  
Merced County.

Westside Power Connect

About the Project

Fact Sheet

The proposed Westside Power Connect project 
is part of Pacific Gas and Electric Company’s 
(PG&E) commitment to providing an efficient, 
safe and reliable grid for the 16 million 
people they serve in California. Infrastructure 
investments like this help PG&E continue to 
meet customers’ evolving needs.
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Project Benefits

Our Commitment to Outreach
PG&E is dedicated to engaging community stakeholders early in the planning process, helping ensure their feedback 
shapes the final project. Throughout the process, PG&E will proactively listen to and address community concerns, 
while soliciting feedback. The planning process not only involves research and field reviews but also stakeholder 
meetings and community open houses to promote two-way communication. 

Reliability
By reinforcing the 70 kV system, the proposed project 
will help the region stay in front of its growing energy 
demand and minimize the chance of outages during the 
summer when demand for electricity is the highest.  
The Westside Power Connect project will also reinforce 
PG&E’s existing infrastructure to limit the chances of 
the system becoming overloaded. 

Economic Growth
These investments in the grid will help provide a 
highly reliable and stable electricity source that meets 
the needs of the area’s manufacturing and industrial 
firms. New critical infrastructure will promote a strong 
commercial environment that attracts and retains a 
diverse group of employers and industries.

Safety 
As part of PG&E’s commitment to providing customers 
with safe, reliable, affordable and clean electric 
service, the security of its substations is a top priority. 
Substations are important links that provide power to 
your community, and PG&E is committed to protecting 
the infrastructure that serves you. PG&E will utilize 
advanced technology to implement safety and security 
measures that meet the highest established standards 
for critical infrastructure protection.

Phase 1
Introduce the project, educate the 
community about the process and 
listen to what matters to them.

Phase 2
Host public workshops and 
open houses to engage the local 
community about initial project 
plans and the project process, as 
well as conduct meetings with 
community groups.

Phase 3
Continue community engagement to 
discuss the proposals leading up to 
submitting the project for regulatory 
approval.

WestsidePowerConnect@pge.com
pge.com/westsidepc 
1-888-906-8329
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Environmental Review Process
PG&E is dedicated to minimizing impacts to the environment and local community. The planning and regulatory 
process includes thorough assessment of environmental issues, involving a public environmental review process 
and numerous opportunities for public input. Ultimately, the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), which 
has sole jurisdiction over siting and routing, decides the project’s final location.

CPUC conducts environmental review  
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