
South County Power Connect will increase the capacity 
and reliability of southern Santa Clara County’s electric 
system, helping reduce the risk of a local area-wide power 
outage for our 43,000 electric customers in Morgan Hill, 
Gilroy and southern Santa Clara County. The proposed 
project will include building a new substation and two new 
transmission lines to connect the new substation to the 
local power grid, as well as upgrading portions of existing 
115 kV transmission lines in the area.

South County Power Connect is a key component of our 
efforts to help meet the needs of the region’s residents 
and support continued economic vitality in the region. 
The proposed project will provide the electric system with 
greater flexibility and independence to adapt to energy 
demand in real time, which will help prevent any particular 
part of the system from becoming overloaded, especially 
during the summer when demand for electricity is high.

Electric customers in southern Santa Clara County 
currently rely on infrastructure that was built decades ago. 
Strengthening the power grid helps us meet the needs 
of the local wine industry and the agricultural sector, 
including the need for reliable, effective refrigeration and 
cooling, helping to avoid loss of economic output due to 
power outages. This project will be filed with the California 
Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) under the name South 
County Reinforcement Project.

About the Project

Upgrades to the local power grid will include replacing portions of 
existing 115 kV transmission lines and building a new substation and 
two new transmission lines. The project will provide the power grid 
in southern Santa Clara County with an additional connection to the 
regional transmission system, increasing the local grid’s capacity 
and reliability.

Fact Sheet

South County Power Connect

Project Map

The proposed South County Power 
Connect project is part of PG&E’s 
commitment to providing a safe, reliable 
and efficient grid for the 16 million people 
we serve in California. Infrastructure 
investments like this help us continue to 
meet our customers’ evolving needs.
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South County Power Connect Benefits

Our Commitment to Outreach

Phase 1

Introduce the project, educate 
the community about the process 
and listen to what matters to the 
community before developing  
potential sites and routes. 

Phase 2

Host public workshops and open 
houses to engage the local community 
for feedback on potential sites and 
routes, as well as conduct meetings 
with community groups.

Phase 3

Present proposed sites and routes, 
as well as alternatives, and continue 
community engagement leading 
up to submitting the project for 
regulatory approval.

southcountypc@pge.com
pge.com/southcountypc
1-888-743-0145

We are engaging community stakeholders early in the planning process, helping guarantee that their input 
shapes the decision making process until the proposed project is completed. Throughout the process, we will 
proactively listen to and address community concerns, while soliciting feedback on potential sites and routes. Our 
planning process not only involves research and field reviews by environmental and engineering experts, but also 
dozens of stakeholder meetings and several community open houses. 

Environmental Review Process
We are dedicated to minimizing impacts to the environment and local community. Our planning and regulatory process 
includes thorough assessment of environmental issues, including a public environmental review process and numerous 
opportunities for public input. Ultimately, the CPUC, which has sole jurisdiction over siting and routing, decides the 
project’s final location.

Reliability

These improvements help reduce the risk of local 
customer power outages by providing the electric 
system with greater flexibility and independence to 
adapt to energy demand in real time.

Economic Vitality

Investments in the local power grid will allow us to 
continue to provide a highly reliable and stable electricity 
source that meets the needs of Morgan Hill’s, Gilroy’s 
and Silicon Valley’s leading firms and businesses.

CPUC conducts environmental review with 
opportunities for public comment

PG&E conducts environmental studies and stakeholder outreach to gather 
community input

2015 2016 20182017 2019

March 2015  
PG&E is selected to build and operate project

June 2017   
PG&E submits project permit application to CPUC

January 2019  
CPUC issues decision

Anticipated project timeline

"PG&E" refers to Pacific Gas and Electric Company, a subsidiary of PG&E Corporation. © 2016 Pacific Gas and Electric Company. All rights reserved.




