
Overview

Paso Robles Area Power Connect will enhance electric 
service reliability for nearly 47,000 electric customers in 
Paso Robles, San Miguel, Templeton, Creston, Atascadero 
and Santa Margarita. The proposed upgrades will include 
building a new transmission line and modifying an existing 
transmission line to connect the Morro Bay-Gates 230 kV 
and San Miguel-Paso Robles 70 kV transmission lines into 
NextEra Energy Transmission West’s (NEET West) proposed 
Estrella Substation. We will also make additional upgrades 
to existing substations and transmission lines in the region 
as part of this project.

Paso Robles Area Power Connect is a key component of our 
efforts to continue to provide a highly reliable and stable 
electricity source that meets the needs of the region’s 
residents and growing economy. Our investments will help 
the local electric grid accommodate recent economic growth 
and ensure we continue to protect against potential power 
outages in the area.

Improvements to the electric grid will provide greater 
flexibility to adapt to energy demand in real time, which will 
help prevent any specific part of the system from becoming 
overloaded. These upgrades will help address electricity 
needs for our customers in the area and ensure the system 
remains compliant with the North American Electric 
Reliability Corporation’s reliability standards. 

NEET West and PG&E will jointly submit a formal application 
for the project under the name “Estrella Substation and 
Paso Robles Area Reinforcement Project” to the California 
Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), the state agency 
responsible for making a final decision on the project.
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Paso Robles Area Power Connect is part of 
PG&E’s commitment to providing an efficient, 
safe and reliable grid for the 16 million 
people we serve in California. Infrastructure 
investments like this help us continue to meet 
our customers’ evolving needs.

Map depicts PG&E’s refined routes and NEET West’s proposed substation 
site, as well as alternatives. The California Public Utilities Commission 
(CPUC), which has sole jurisdiction over the siting of transmission lines 
and substations, will ultimately determine the final project components 
and location. 
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Paso Robles Area Power Connect Benefits

Phase 1
Introduce the project, educate  
the community about the process  
and listen to what matters to  
the community.

Phase 2
Host public workshops and 
open houses to engage the local 
community about initial project 
routes and the project process, 
as well as conduct meetings with 
community groups.

Phase 3
Refine proposed routes and continue 
community engagement to discuss 
the proposed project and alternatives 
leading up to regulatory submittal.

Our Commitment to Outreach
We are engaging community stakeholders early in the planning process, helping guarantee that their input shapes the 
decision making process until the proposed project is completed. Throughout the process, we will proactively listen to 
and address community concerns, while soliciting feedback on potential routes. Our planning process not only involves 
research and field reviews by environmental and engineering experts, but also stakeholder meetings and community 
open houses.

Environmental Review Process
We are dedicated to minimizing impacts to the environment and local community. Our planning and regulatory  
process includes thorough assessment of environmental issues, including a public environmental review process  
and numerous opportunities for public input. Ultimately, the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), which  
has sole jurisdiction over routing, decides the project’s final location.

Reliability
Upgrading the existing electric 
system will allow us to respond 
to growing energy demands and 
minimize the chance of outages 
during the summer when demand 
for electricity is high, helping to 
ensure safe, reliable power for our 
customers across the region.

Economic Growth
Improvements to the power 
grid will allow us to continue to 
provide a highly reliable and stable 
electricity source that meets the 
evolving needs of the growing local 
economy, while helping to avoid 
power outages. 

Renewable Energy
These upgrades strengthen the 
electric grid and maximize its ability 
to integrate and deliver electricity 
generated from renewable energy 
sources, helping California reach its 
renewable energy goals.

CPUC conducts environmental review with 
opportunities for public comment

PG&E conducts environmental studies and stakeholder 
outreach to gather community input

2015 2016 20182017 2019

March 2015  
PG&E becomes responsible for upgrades to the electric grid 

January 2017   
PG&E submits project permit to CPUC

August 2018  
CPUC issues decision

Anticipated project timeline
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