
The proposed Bakersfield Power Connect project will 
help ensure future electric reliability and efficiency for 
our customers in Bakersfield and the surrounding rural 
communities of Kern County. This project will include the 
construction of a proposed new substation, enhancements to 
existing substations and upgrades to existing transmission 
lines that serve about 100,000 customers in the area.

The project is a key component of our efforts to meet the 
needs of the region’s residents and growing economy. 
The project area is currently served by transmission 
lines that were built in the early 1960s, when the area’s 
population was just 157,000. Since then, the population 
has more than tripled, and the region’s economy, led by 
the agricultural, industrial, and oil and gas sectors, has 
grown significantly. 

By 2023, it is expected that many of the power lines in the 
area could be beyond capacity. Without new investments 
in the local electric system, the community runs the risk of 
having an overloaded system in which a power outage in 
one neighborhood could leave the entire Bakersfield area 
without power.

The region’s growth has driven the need for new investments 
in the electric system and supporting infrastructure. The 
proposed upgrades will greatly increase the capacity of 
Bakersfield’s electric system and provide new redundancy 
to help us continue to stay in front of the area’s growing 
energy demands. This project will be filed with the California 
Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) under the name 
Wheeler Ridge Junction Substation.
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About the Project

The project will include the construction of a proposed new substation and 
upgrades to nearby transmission lines and substations.

Fact Sheet

The Bakersfield Power Connect project is 
part of PG&E’s commitment to providing 
a safe, reliable and efficient grid for the 
16 million people we serve in California. 
Infrastructure investments like this help 
us continue to meet our customers’ 
evolving needs.

Project Study Area



Project Benefits

Our Commitment to Outreach
PG&E is dedicated to engaging community stakeholders in the planning process, helping ensure their feedback 
shapes the final project. Throughout the process, we will proactively listen to and address community concerns, 
while soliciting feedback. Our planning process not only involves research and field reviews but also dozens of 
stakeholder meetings and community open houses to promote two-way communication.

Reliability
Upgrades to the grid will help the region stay in front of 
growing energy demand and provide greater flexibility 
to adapt to changes in energy demand, limiting the 
chances of the system becoming overloaded, especially 
during the summer when demand for electricity  
is highest.

Economic Growth
Strengthening the grid will provide a highly reliable 
and stable electricity source for the area’s leading 
businesses and industries. New investments in 
critical infrastructure promote a strong commercial 
environment that will support the continued  
economic recovery and growth of the region’s 
agricultural sector. 

Efficiency
Replacing older power lines and components with  
new technology maximizes our ability to move 
electricity safely and dependably to homes and 
businesses. For example, technology upgrades will  
give us greater ability to limit impacts from future 
outages to a confined area.

Security
The security of our substations is a top priority. We will 
coordinate closely with local law enforcement and use 
advanced technology to implement safety and security 
measures that meet the highest established standards 
for critical infrastructure protection.

Phase 1
Introduce the project, educate the 
community about the process and 
listen to what matters to them.

Phase 2
Host public workshops and 
open houses to engage the local 
community about initial project 
plans and the project process, as 
well as conduct meetings with 
community groups.

Phase 3
Continue community engagement to 
discuss the proposals leading up to 
submitting the project for regulatory 
approval.

bakersfieldpc@pge.com
pge.com/bakersfieldpc 
1-888-743-0195

"PG&E" refers to Pacific Gas and Electric Company, a subsidiary of PG&E Corporation. ©2016 Pacific Gas and Electric Company. All rights reserved.

Environmental Review Process
We are dedicated to minimizing impacts to the environment and local community. The planning and regulatory 
process includes thorough assessment of environmental issues, involving a public environmental review process 
and numerous opportunities for public input. Ultimately, the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), which 
has sole jurisdiction over siting and routing, decides the project’s final location.

CPUC conducts environmental review with 
opportunities for public comment

PG&E conducts environmental studies and stakeholder outreach 
to gather community input

2015 2016 20182017

March 2015  
PG&E is selected to build and operate project

Early 2017   
PG&E submits project permit application to CPUC

August 2018  
CPUC issues decision

Anticipated project timeline




