
 
  

  
 

  

Potter Valley Hydroelectric Project 
(FERC Project No. 77) 

License Surrender Application 
Public Presentation 

THE PRESENTATION WILL BEGIN AT 3:00 

August 11, 2025 
3:00-5:00 
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Introductions 

PG&E Representatives
Janet Walther, Director, Hydro Licensing & Compliance 
Tony Gigliotti, Senior License Project Manager 

ERPA Representative
David Manning, Executive Director, Eel-Russian Project Authority 

Facilitator 
Diane Barr, Camas LLC 
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Today’s Presentation - TOWN HALL STYLE 

The unmute, chat, and hand raise functions are turned 
off for today’s presentation. 

Q/A will be opened for ~30 minutes at the end covering 
• FERC Regulatory Surrender Process 
• Organization of the Surrender Application 
• Opportunities to participate going forward 
• Specific questions on the information presented 

Directions for submitting comments on the License Surrender Application will be 
covered in the presentation. 
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Meeting Purpose 

To share information about the July 25th FERC filing
containing the Potter Valley Project (FERC #77) License

Surrender and Non-Project Use of Project Lands Applications 

• Regulatory process 
• Document organization 
• Public participation opportunities 
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Agenda 

TOPIC Presenter 

Agenda Review Diane Barr/Facilitator 

Meeting Overview Diane Barr/Facilitator 

Project Location and History Tony Gigliotti/PG&E 

FERC Surrender Process Tony Gigliotti/PG&E 

Project Description(s) 
Tony Gigliotti/PG&E • Potter Valley Project Decommissioning David Manning/ERPA 

• New Eel-Russian Facility 
PG&E’s FERC Submittal 
• License Surrender Application Tony Gigliotti/PG&E 
• Non-Project Use of Project Lands 
Engaging with FERC Diane Barr/Facilitator 

Diane Barr/Facilitator Q&A Session and Closing (30 min) Janet Walther/PG&E 6 



  

  
  

 
   

   
  

  

  

Meeting Overview: Today we will... 

• Provide Potter Valley Hydroelectric Project background 
• Summarize FERC’s License Surrender Process and public involvement 
• Describe PG&E’s FERC Submittal components 

• Provide guidance for reading the FERC submittal 
• Explain why the FERC submittal includes two applications: 

• Surrender Application and Decommissioning Plan 
• Non-Project Use of Project Lands Application (third-party 

water diversion) 
• Question and Answer 30-minute session. 
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Project Location and History 

The Pathway to Here 
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 Project Location 
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Project History 
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FERC Surrender Process 

What is required for FERC to issue a Surrender Order? 
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FERC Surrender Process 

License surrender process includes: 

• Studies: Focused on short term facility removal. 
• Engineering-focused: FERC Division of Dam Safety and 

State Division of Safety of Dams. 
• Permitting: ESA, Section 106, and 401 certification focused 

on construction impacts. 
• No denial: FERC cannot require a licensee to keep and 

operate a FERC project. 
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FERC Surrender Process 

FERC Issuance Surrender FERC ESA, NHPA S106, NEPA and Dam Safety of License Application & Surrender CWA 401, USACE CEQA Approvals Termination Decom. Plan Order 
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Project Description: 
• Potter Valley Project Decommissioning 
• Non-Project Use of Project Lands 
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  Project Description: Overview 

Scott Dam Area 
• Scott Dam 
• Lake Pillsbury Reservoir 
• Recreation, Ancillary, and other 

Facilities and Features 

Cape Horn Dam Area 
• Cape Horn Dam 
• Van Arsdale Reservoir 
• Recreation, Ancillary, and other 

Facilities and Features 



Project Overview: Scott Dam 

Scott Dam Removal 
Pre-Construction Efforts and Initial Low-Flow Season Activities 

 
 

   



  

   Project Overview: Scott Dam 

Scott Dam Removal 
First Low-flow Season after Sediment Flushing (complete dam removal) 



 
  

 

 

  Project Overview: Cape Horn Dam 

Cape Horn Dam Removal 
• Construct a flow bypass 

channel, and dewater channel 
in work area 

• Remove Cape Horn Dam and 
other ancillary features 

• Remove cofferdams 



    

     

  
    

     

 
 

 
  

 

 Project Decommissioning Actions 

Implementation of Measures After Dam and Facility Removal 

• Restoration of areas impacted by PG&E’s construction activities that require 
active or passive restoration 
• Revegetation of former reservoir areas 
• Reestablishment and bank stabilization of the historical channels and 

floodplains of the Eel River and tributaries in and at the confluence of the 
former reservoir 

• Restoration of recreational facilities sites 
• Water quality monitoring 
• Public safety measures 

This is not a complete list. 
Additional commitments will also be included through permitting. 
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Non-Project Use of Project Lands 

What is Non-Project Use of Project Lands? 

• PG&E needs FERC authorization before PG&E can allow 3rd 

party occupancy of the project lands. 
• The FERC authorization: Non-Project Use of Project Lands 
• FERC establishes with their authorization that the “non-project 

use” does not impair or impede the project purpose. 
• Examples of non-project use: commercial boat marina, non-

project recreational facilities, and public water intakes. 
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Eel-Russian Project Authority 
Project Description: 
• New Eel-Russian Facility 

More information can be found here:  https://eelrussianauthority.org 
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New Eel Russian Facility Update 

David Manning 
Executive Director, Eel-Russian Project Authority 
August 2025 



     

 
 

  

Scott Dam & Lake Pillsbury 

Cape Horn Dam & Van Arsdale 
Reservoir 

Coyote Valley Dam & 
Lake Mendocino  

23 |    eelrussianauthority.org 
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Two-Basin Partnership 

• Improve fish migration and habitat on the Eel River with the objective of achieving 
naturally reproducing, self-sustaining, and harvestable native anadromous fish 
populations; and 

• Maintain continued water diversion from the Eel River through the existing tunnel 
to the Russian River to support water supply reliability, fisheries, and water quality in 
the Russian River Basin. 
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Eel-Russian Project Authority 

• In December 2023, Sonoma Water, Sonoma County, and Mendocino County IWPC 
formed ERPA as a joint powers authority.  RVIT has a seat on ERPA’s Board of 
Directors. 

• ERPA proposes to construct, operate, and maintain a New Eel-Russian Facility to 
divert water from the Eel River, at the site of and following the decommissioning and 
removal of Cape Horn Dam, on terms consistent with restoration of the 
anadromous fisheries of the Eel. 
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Cape Horn Dam Background 
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  New Eel Russian Facility (NERF) 
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  New Eel Russian Facility (NERF) 
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New Eel Russian Facility Diversion Rules 
Developed by RVIT (Applied River Sciences) 

Fall Flows* Winter Flows Spring Flows Summer Flows 

Date Range: Oct 1 – Dec 31 Jan 1 – Feb 29 Mar 1 – May 31 Jun 1 – Sep 30 

Floor: 300 cfs 250 cfs 125 cfs 35 cfs 

Maximum 
Diversion Rate: 20% 30% 20% 20% 

Ramping Rates 

To protect floor, NERF 
hits Maximum 
Diversion Rate (20%) 
When Eel River flow is 
375 cfs 

To protect floor, NERF 
hits Maximum 
Diversion Rate (30%) 
When Eel River flow 
is 357 cfs 

To protect floor, NERF 
hits Maximum 
Diversion Rate (20%) 
when Eel River flow is 
156 cfs 

To protect floor, NERF 
hits Maximum 
Diversion Rate (20%) 
when Eel River flow is 
43.75 cfs 

Maximum 
Diversion 
Capacity 

300 cfs 300 cfs 300 cfs 300 cfs 
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Approx. NERF estimate 
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New Eel-Russian Facility CEQA Process 

• Scope of Work in development anticipating Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 
preparation covering project construction, operations, and maintenance 

• Will include multiple opportunities for public and agency input during process 

• Initial work to: 

• Clarify New Eel-Russian Facility Project Description and Objectives 

• Distinguish from PG&E project 

• Identify future diversion scenarios 

• Organize, synthesize existing information and identify studies needed for environmental 
compliance 

• Technical analyses for hydrology, biological resources, cultural resources, recreation, 
agriculture, others 

• Project-specific and cumulative effects 

33 |    eelrussianauthority.org 33 



     

  

  
 

  
 

 

  

New Eel-Russian Facility CEQA Process 

• Close coordination with ERPA 
member agencies, State Water 
Board and other agencies to 
complete studies on schedule, 
keeping pace with PG&E 
license surrender 
environmental review 

• Timeline approximately 24 
months once initiated 
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ERPA/NERF Next Steps and Potential Schedule 

• PG&E License Surrender Application filed with FERC on July 25, 2025 
• All Parties Sign Water Diversion Agreement by July 29, 2025 
• 2025-2028 

• ERPA Business Plan 
• NERF 60%-90% design 
• ERPA CA Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for NERF 
• U.S.Army Corps Of Engineers NEPA for ERPA Clean Water Act Compliance 
• National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Biological Opinions for NERF construction and operations 

• 2028-2030 
• ERPA Final Engineering, Permits, Bidding, Contracting 

• 2030-2035 
• NERF Construction 
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ERPA Communications Coordinated with Partner Agencies 

Providing information to the public: 
• Project related background information 

• Past timelines and estimated schedules 

• Topical informational Fact Sheets 

• NERF / ERPA overview 
• Explaining how new diversion would affect Russian 

River water supply 
• Explaining how Water Diversion Agreement rules 

work and how they protect Eel River ecosystem 

• Robust information on ERPA website 

• Respond to media inquires 
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 Website provides in-depth information on how we got here 
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ERPA Fact-Sheets 
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FERC Submittal 
License Surrender 
Non-Project Use of Project Lands 
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  Document Organization and Content 

40 



  

        

          

         
      

          

       
 

      
     

      

Application Contents – Volume IA and Volume IB 

Contents of Surrender Application (IA) and Non-Project Use of Project Lands Application (IB): 

Section 1: Introduction – Project background, history and the contents of FERC submittal 

Section 2: Purpose of the Action – purpose and need for the Surrender and Non-Project Use of 
Project Lands applications to achieve an effective Potter Valley Project decommissioning. 

Section 3: Regulatory Framework – summary of regulations that are relevant to both applications 

Section 4: Consultation/Outreach – consultation and outreach efforts completed for the Surrender 
and NPUPL applications 

Section 5: Proposed Action and Alternatives – No-Action Alternative, PG&E’s proposed 
decommissioning plan and restoration plan, and development of ERPA’s NERF facility 

Section 6: Conclusions and Recommendations – recommended alternative and unavoidable 
adverse impacts. 
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Application Contents – Volume II (Environmental Analysis) 

Surrender Application and Non-Project Use of Project Lands Application: 

Section 1: Introduction – presents the contents in Volume II 

Section 2: Surrender Application – the No-Action Alternatives, PG&E’s proposal for the license 
surrender, and a general description of the river basin, the environmental and cultural affected 
environment, and the environmental effects of the Proposed Action under the license surrender. This 
section also includes a cumulative effects assessment. 

Section 3: Non-Project Use of Project Lands Application – the proposal for Non-Project Use of Project 
Lands, the environmental and cultural affected environment, and the environmental effects of the 
Proposed Action under the Non-Project Use of Project lands. This section also includes a cumulative 
effects assessment. 

Each Proposed Action has their own separate impact analysis 
42 



   

    

  
  

     

 

PG&E’s Effects Analysis 

Effects Analyses - 2 Phases 

Phase 1: Construction Effects 
(Temporary effects that may occur during construction) 

• Dam Removal 
• Recreation Facility / Ancillary Facility / Feature Removal 

Phase 2: Post-Facility Removal Effects 
• Phase 2a: Initial Condition and Preliminary Restoration 

Analysis of initial temporary physical conditions following dam and 
facility removal 

• Phase 2b: Resulting Condition and Restoration 
Resulting conditions after initial temporary physical conditions 
(post-Phase 2a) 
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 FERC Milestones and Next Steps 

July 25, 2025: PG&E filed the following with FERC 
• License Surrender Application and Decommissioning Plan 
• Non-Project Use of Project Lands (NPUPL) Application 

FERC will issue a Public Comment Period for a minimum 
of 30 days. 

• FERC will notify subscribers to the P-77 Docket when the 
Public Comment Period opens. 

• Comments must be submitted directly to FERC to be 
considered by FERC. 
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Engaging with FERC 
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Engaging with FERC: Application Filed on July 25th, 2025 

PG&E's Submittal Access: 
• Document on eLibrary: 

https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filelist?accession_num=20250725-5175 
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FERC Public Comment Process 

FERC establishes timeline 

1. Document Filed 

A filing is submitted to 
FERC. FERC opens a 
public record called a 
“docket” and assigns the 
filing a unique identifier 
called a “docket number”. 
For policy and rulemaking 
proceedings, the 
Commission is the one to 
initiate the proceeding. 

2. Public Comment 
Opportunity 

The filing is publicly noticed 
in the Federal Register and 
through FERC’s eLibrary 
system, beginning the 
comment period. The public 
notice provides the start 
and end dates of a 
comment period. The 
timelines vary depending 
on the proceeding. 

3. Public Input 
Considered 

Staff read and consider all 
comments filed during the 
comment period before 
finalizing their analysis 
and providing 
recommendations for the 
Commission to consider 
and vote on. 

4. FERC Adopts 
Decisions 

Finally, FERC decides on 
the issues before it and 
explains its actions. A final 
document called an 
“Order” is issued. 

Source: https://www.ferc.gov/submitting-effective-comments 
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Submitting Written Comments to FERC (Electronic) 

FERC will release a notice on the P-77 Docket when the Public 
Comment Period opens. 

To receive a Notice, subscribe to the P-77 Docket via “eSubscribe” on FERC’s website 

Step-by-step instructions 
for how to sign up for FERC 
notifications can be found 

at: 

https://www.ferc.gov/how 
-to-esubscribe. 
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Submitting Written Comments to FERC (Electronic) 

FERC recommends eComment or eFiling for submitting comments 

To access eComment, go to www.ferc.gov, click “FERC Online”, then “eComment”. 
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Submitting Written Comments to FERC (Electronic) 

FERC recommends eComment or eFiling for submitting comments 

• To submit a .pdf comment letter or 
comment on behalf of an agency or 
organization, you must use eFiling. 

• Additional guidance is found at: 

https://www.ferc.gov/participating-
online-ferc 
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Submitting Written Comments to FERC (Paper Copy) 

Paper copy comments: mail to the appropriate address below. 

United States Postal Service: Attention: Debbie-Anne A. Reese, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, DC 20426 

UPS/FedEx/Other Delivery: Attention: Debbie-Anne A. Reese, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
12225 Wilkins Avenue 
Rockville, Maryland 20852 
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Q&A Session 
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Q&A Session 

Q&A for this presentation has been opened. 

PG&E will field questions about: 
• FERC Regulatory Surrender Process 
• Organization of the Surrender Application 
• Specific questions on the information presented 
• Opportunities to participate 

Questions on other topics will not receive a response. 

53 



   

   
  

 

 
 

  

How to Submit Q&A 

To submit a question, click 
“Q&A” at the top, select “Ask 
a question”, and type your 
question in the box. 

When you are ready to submit 
your question to PG&E, click 
“Ask”. 

“Start a Discussion” is not 
functioning 

To assist the moderators, please refrain from submitting general comments. 
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