
 

 

 

        

 

BILL ALMAS 
TERM ENDS: MAY 2024 

Bill and his wife Karen have lived in San Luis Obispo for 21 years. He retired from 
Chevron as a Senior Real Estate Manager in 2015. He held various positions with
Chevron and Unocal, including Environmental and Regulatory Manager, Manager of
Government Affairs, Area Manager, and Environmental and Regulatory Manager for 
Molycorp, a subsidiary of Unocal. He was the lead for Unocal property purchase and 
settlements associated with the Avila Beach remediation and managed the 
preparation of the San Luis Obispo Chevron Tank Farm Environmental Impact Report
and various property sales. Prior to working for Chevron, Bill worked for several 
uranium mining and processing companies as an Environmental Manager and 
scientist. As such, he was responsible for permitting and compliance for operating 
facilities and was part of the team responsible for the decommissioning and 
reclamation of several uranium mining and processing facilities regulated by State
and Federal authority. Bill holds a Bachelor of Science degree from Colorado State
University College of Natural Resources and a Master of Business Administration 
degree from the University of Colorado. He has held board positions in the Rotary 
Club of SLO Daybreak, San Luis Obispo Chamber of Commerce, Mt. Carmel Lutheran 
Church, and the Literacy Council. 

DENA BELLMAN 
TERM ENDS: MAY 2024 

Dena has lived in San Luis Obispo County most of her life and works as the District
Planning Chief with the Channel Coast District of California State Parks. She brings 
a strong knowledge of government and community to this decommissioning effort
and is active in many community-building efforts, having most recently served as 
Vice Chair of United Way of SLO County Board of Directors, Treasurer of the Board 
for 5Cities Homeless Coalition, and Director for South County Chambers of
Commerce Board. She has also engaged in economic development and tourism 
efforts, serving on the economic development committee for the San Luis Obispo 
Chamber of Commerce, flm commission and tourism committees with SLOCAL, and 
as an Advisory Board member for the SLO County Business Improvement District.
Dena has a passion for travel and has immersed philanthropy in travel by 
volunteering with ICARE International, having completed several humanitarian 
missions to Central and South America. 

JESSICA KENDRICK 
TERM ENDS: MAY 2025 

Jessica is a long-time resident of San Luis Obispo County and currently resides in 
Atascadero. She is an Assistant Vice President of Renewables for “tk1sc, a member 
of WSP,” a global professional services frm. Jessica is a licensed professional 
electrical engineer and has over ffteen years’ experience in renewable energy 
design and decarbonization efforts. She is well versed in distribution planning and 
utility interconnection and therefore focuses on a holistic approach to sustainable
infrastructure. She has been a technical lead for many Fortune 1000 customers 
including commercial clients located in San Luis Obispo County. Jessica holds a 
Bachelor of Science degree from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, and is currently a
member of the Industrial Advisory Board for the Electrical Engineering department.
She is also a committee member for the local CalSouth soccer organization in 
Atascadero. Jessica and her husband are parents to two young children and she is 
excited to generate conversation around energy policy and its role in the built
environment. 
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MICHAEL LUCAS 
TERM ENDS: MAY 2025 

Michael and his family are 20-year residents of Morro Bay. Michael is Professor
Emeritus in Architecture at Cal Poly where he has taught design since 1997 and
developed general education electives in design and the built environment for all 
majors. His research has focused on the way cultures conceptualize the environment 
and has taken him across Indigenous communities in the American Southwest and
the coast of British Columbia, and vernacular settings across Europe. He also served 
as Associate Dean for Academic Affairs for the College of Architecture and
Environmental Design at the University of Prešov in the Slovak Republic. He was a 
practicing architect in the Chesapeake Bay area for almost 20 years, where he was a
designer in primarily underserved communities, and included non-proft, educational,
and university clientele. Several projects earned him awards from branches of the
American Institute of Architects. Michael hopes to contribute his background in 
environmental review, land use, design, and ethics toward stewardship of the lands 
and an intergenerational compact on decommissioning and safe storage between 
current and future generations on the Central Coast. He previously served as
Planning Commissioner for the City of Morro Bay for over 15 years, most recently
during the review of the new General Plan. 

LINDA SEELEY 
TERM ENDS: MAY 2025 

Linda is a nurse-midwife and OB/GYN nurse practitioner, having worked and lived in
SLO County for the past 35 years. She is an advanced facilitator of the Work that
Reconnects as developed by Joanna Macy, Ph.D. Linda serves as vice-president and 
spokesperson for San Luis Obispo Mothers for Peace, is a member of the Sierra Club
Nuclear-Free Core Team and is a founding member and offcer of the local nonproft
Biodiversity First! She is particularly concerned about safer storage of the highly
irradiated nuclear waste at Diablo Canyon. Linda strives to give voice to the 
community on issues of transparency and safe, timely decommissioning. 

BRUCE SEVERANCE 
TERM ENDS: MAY 2025 

Bruce is a resident of Grover Beach and has lived in the South County area for over
25 years. A graduate of Art Center College of Design in Pasadena, Bruce has been an 
electric vehicle and green product designer since 1990 and a licensed green builder,
home designer and energy analyst since 2011. He is a climate policy advocate, most 
recently, serving as a regulatory compliance engineer for Mitsubishi Electric, a
government relations role in both California and Mexico. His energy research has 
contributed to the development process of the California Energy Code (2022-2025),
as well as the current statewide electrifcation incentive program design. Bruce has 
close ties with the Latino community and advocates for policies that consider social
justice and disadvantaged community concerns. He co-founded the Latino Business 
and Community Council (LBCC) and has served on boards of homelessness services 
organizations in the region. He is also a founding member of the San Luis Obispo
Climate Coalition and the Economic Recovery Initiative and has served as a council 
member on the Central Coast Community Energy’s (CCCE) Advisory Council since
2020. In recent years, Bruce contributed to the establishment of Cal Poly’s Institute
for Climate Leadership and Resilience (ICLR) and spearheaded the development of
ICLR’s “Research Collaborative.” Initial projects have focused on repurposing of 
stranded assets such as the Phillips 66 plant in Nipomo. 

ERNEST ‘GERRY’ FINN 
TERM ENDS: MAY 2026 

Gerry was born in Santa Cruz and grew up in Watsonville and Salinas. He moved to
Paso Robles in 2000 and has since served on the San Luis Obispo County Grand
Jury, Paso Robles Airport Advisory Committee, Cuesta College Curriculum Advisory
Committee, and the “California in 2050” Panel. Gerry earned a Bachelor of Science in
Civil Engineering and a Master of Engineering, both from UC Berkeley. The latter 
required majoring in several subjects, including planning, management, control,
construction, and operation of infrastructure (e.g., transportation, waste). Other 
education included classes to qualify as a Mine Safety and Health Administration
(MSHA) Certifed Miner, OSHA courses in safety of construction sites, courses 
specifc to the work (electrical, high and low voltage, underground and high-rise 
structures), and Value Engineering. Gerry’s work experience has been gained on 
programs and projects in the United States – from Alaska to New Jersey – as well
France, England, Greece, Saudi Arabia, Korea, Mexico, Brazil, and Canada. His 
nuclear program experience includes two major projects – one in France and one at
the Department of Energy’s Hanford Site in Washington – and others in New Mexico,
Idaho, and Nevada. The one common factor in all these projects was a team guiding
the work, with horizons as short as hours and as long as 50 years. The Diablo
Canyon Decommissioning Program attracts Gerry because of the broad range of 
challenges it presents. 



 

 

 

        

 

PATRICK LEMIEUX 
TERM ENDS: MAY 2026 

Patrick has lived on the Central Coast for over 15 years and is currently a resident
of San Luis Obispo. Patrick currently works at Cal Poly as a Bentley Professor of
Mechanical Engineering and recently completed a year-long fellowship at the
Munich University of Applied Sciences. He began his career in 1999 as an engineer 
at AlliedSignal Aerospace (now called Honeywell International) and at Exponent Inc 
(formerly Failure Analysis Associates). Patrick holds a Bachelor of Science degree 
from the University of New Brunswick, a Master of Science degree from Cranfeld
University and Doctor of Philosophy in Mechanical Engineering from the California
Institute of Technology. He is currently a member of the American Society of
Mechanical Engineers (ASME), Distributed Wind Energy Association (DWEA), the
Sierra Club, and the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA). Patrick 
believes it is important to explore using the desalination facilities at DCPP to 
supplement community water sources, effectively integrate offshore wind energy 
without power disruptions, ensure safe storage of spent nuclear fuels, and provide 
good stewardship of the lands and to preserve a large portion of the DCPP lands 
in the most pristine condition possible for future generations. 

FRANCES ROMERO 
TERM ENDS: MAY 2026 

Frances is a 26-year resident of Guadalupe and is a Senior Planner with TW 
Land Planning & Development with extensive experience in land use, 
government relations, and community outreach. Frances was the frst woman 
Mayor of Guadalupe and has served on the Santa Barbara County Park 
Commission, the Guadalupe Planning Commission, and was the Executive 
Director of the Dunes Center who developed the plan that saved the organization 
from fnancial insolvency. Most recently, Frances serves as an Advisory 
Committee Member to The Ascend Fund, is a Citizen’s Oversight Committee 
Member for the Guadalupe Union School District, and is an Honorary 
Commander Emeritus with the Combined Space Operations Center at 
Vandenberg Space Force Base. Frances earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Business and Management from the University of Redlands. 

KARA WOODRUFF 
TERM ENDS: MAY 2026 

Kara is a 30+ year resident of San Luis Obispo, an original member of the Diablo
Canyon Decommissioning Engagement Panel, a lawyer, and the District Director 
for Senator John Laird. She was formerly a fnancial planner and chief 
compliance offcer for a local investment frm and continues to serve at the frm 
as a Principal. Kara has been directly involved in the conservation of over 
100,000 acres in SLO County and brings to the Panel an impassioned interest in 
the conservation of the Diablo Canyon Lands, including Wild Cherry Canyon. 
Kara is the proud mother of two grown daughters and earned a Bachelor’s 
degree in Business from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, and Master of Arts and Juris
Doctor degrees from Duke University. 



  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

SCOTT LATHROP 
EX˜OFFICIO 

As a native resident of San Luis Obispo, Scott comes to the Panel with ancestry roots
in and around Diablo Canyon. He is a member of yak tityu tityu yak tiłhini (ytt)
Northern Chumash Tribe. Scott’s interest in the decommissioning project is twofold: to 
communicate the value of protecting cultural resources that are important to 
indigenous people from the region and to represent ratepayer and taxpayer interests
regarding local economic and fnancial impacts plant decommissioning will bring to 
the community. Scott recently retired as the Assistant Superintendent, Business 
Service with Eastside Union School District Lancaster, California. Before his tenure in 
public education, he managed The Lathrop Company, a land development company in 
San Luis Obispo County. Currently he holds the position as Chief Executive Offcer for 
the ytt Northern Chumash Nonproft. Scott obtained his Bachelor of Arts in industrial 
technology from California Polytechnic State University. He also earned a teaching
credential from California Polytechnic State University, is a California public schools 
certifed Chief Business Offcer (CBO), and a California class B general contractor. Scott
is a member of the Cal Poly President’s Council of Advisors, Cuesta College 
Foundation Board, and past Chairman of Cuesta Community College District Bond 
Oversight Committee. 

TREVOR KEITH 
EX˜OFFICIO 

Trevor is a 21-year resident of the Central Coast and has interests in public health and 
safety, large land use changes, and economic impacts. Currently, Trevor is the 
Director of the San Luis Obispo County Planning and Building Department and 
teaches at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo. He has also served as County Division manager 
and environmental consultant. Trevor’s project experience has included large 
residential and commercial development, renewable energy generation, and Habitat
Conservation Plans. He has coordinated all levels of the California Environmental
Quality Act and National Environmental Policy Act reviews and long-range planning 
efforts. Trevor holds a Bachelor of Science in Ecology and Systematic Biology and 
Master of Arts in City and Regional Planning. 

MAUREEN ZAWALICK 
PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY (PG&E) REPRESENTATIVE 

Maureen and her family live in San Luis Obispo. Maureen has over 33 years’ 
experience in the utility and nuclear energy industry and is the Vice President of
Business and Technical Services at Pacifc Gas and Electric Company. She is 
responsible for regulatory strategies and compliance programs, license renewal,
enterprise and operational risk management, pre-planning decommissioning and 
trust fund, procurement and nuclear fuel management, emergency 
preparedness, cyber security, land and environmental stewardship, business 

Lorem ipsumplanning, and academic partnerships. Maureen is chair of the Nuclear Energy 
Institute's (NEI) Decommissioning Working Group and member of University of
California, Los Angeles (UCLA) Dean of Engineering Corporate Advisory Board 
and California Polytechnic State University President's Council of Advisors. She 
is also a member of NEI's Risk-Informed Steering Committee, Regulatory 
Information Working Group, Women in Nuclear (WIN), and American Nuclear 
Society (ANS). Maureen has a degree in Nuclear Engineering from the University
of Wisconsin. 

CHUCK ANDERS 
FACILITATOR 

Chuck is a 20-year resident of the Central Coast and lives in Arroyo Grande. He has 
over thirty years of experience facilitating complex issues in public and private 
sectors and founded Strategic Initiatives in 1996 to assist organizations in achieving 
their goals. Chuck has designed and facilitated the successful outcome of numerous 
high-profle public engagement processes throughout California and the Southwest,
including remediation strategies that protect public health and ecological resources 
in San Luis Obispo. Chuck is a professional engineer and past president of the San 
Luis Obispo County YMCA Board of Directors. 


