
STATE OF CALIFORNIA                                                                                                       ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION  
505 VAN NESS AVENUE                                                                                                                                                                                  

SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3298 

                 

                                                                                         
    September 29, 2008  
                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                            Advice Letter 2947-G 
Brian K. Cherry                                                                                                  
Vice President, Regulatory Relations                                                          

 Pacific Gas and Electric Company                                                               
 77 Beale Street, Mail Code B10C 
            P.O. Box 770000 
 San Francisco, CA  94177 
 
  

Subject:  City of Suisun Pedestrian Bridge Encroachment – Request 
               for Approval Under Section 851 
 
 
Dear Mr. Cherry: 

 
   Advice Letter 2947-G is effective September 18, 2008.   
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Kenneth Lewis, Acting Director 
Energy Division 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  Brian K. Cherry 
Vice President 
Regulatory Relations 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
77 Beale St., Mail Code B10C 
P.O. Box 770000 
San Francisco, CA  94177 
 
  
Fax:  415.973.7226 

 
 
August 7, 2008 
 
 
Advice 2947-G 
(Pacific Gas and Electric Company ID U 39 G) 
 
 
 
Public Utilities Commission of the State of California 
 
Subject: City of Suisun Pedestrian Bridge Encroachment – Request for 

Approval Under Section 851 
 
Purpose 
 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company (“PG&E”) submits this filing requesting approval 
under Public Utilities Code Section 851 to enter into an Encroachment Agreement 
with the City of Suisun (“City”) to construct and maintain for public use a 
prefabricated pedestrian and bike bridge (“Pedestrian Bridge”) over an existing 
PG&E gas pipeline easement.  This Pedestrian Bridge encroachment does not 
require CEQA review as it has already been granted a categorical exemption 
under Section 15301(c) and 15304(h) by the City and will not interfere with 
PG&E’s provision of utility service. 
 
The City has requested that PG&E seek expedited Commission review and 
approval of this Advice Letter because the City is facing a construction deadline 
imposed by the expiration of one source of grant funding under which the 
Pedestrian Bridge construction must commence by September 2008 in order to 
meet a construction completion date of December 31, 2008, when the grant 
funding reimbursements from the Bay Area Air Quality Management District will 
expire.   Without this source of grant funding, the project would most likely be 
cancelled resulting in an alternate bike path that would place bicyclists adjacent to 
vehicular traffic entering and exiting Highway 12.  Therefore, CPUC approval 
within or before the month of September 2008 is critically important to this 
community. 
 
Background 
 
PG&E requests Commission approval under Public Utilities Code Section 851 to 
enter into an Encroachment Agreement (“Agreement”) with the City of Suisun to 
construct and maintain a Pedestrian Bridge over an existing PG&E gas pipeline 
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easement located in Suisun City in Solano County, California (the “City or 
Suisun”).  A copy of the Agreement is provided as Attachment 1. 
 
Suisun is located approximately 34 miles southwest of Sacramento on the Suisun 
Slough adjoining Fairfield.  Located in Suisun, the Central County Bikeway Gap 
Closure Project is the last phase of the Central County Bikeway (CCB) that will 
provide important zero-emissions alternative transportation options, as well as 
safety enhancements for the community of Suisun, as discussed in greater detail 
below.  As the name implies, the CCB system has countywide and regional 
significance by connecting the bicycling systems of Suisun City, Fairfield, Vacaville 
and unincorporated Solano County as a coordinated network to the Bay Trail.  The 
Gap Closure Project is a critical new linkage of the CCB, which is described in the 
Countywide Bicycle Plan as a “key primary segment identified for implementation 
in the short-term.”  (Please see Attachment 2 - Solano Countywide Bicycle Plan 
Executive Summary and related sheets.)  It is also identified as part of the San 
Francisco Bay Trail System and the State Trail System. 
 
In addition to being an essential component of the approved Countywide Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Plan, the Gap Closure Project is a critically important safety 
enhancement allowing bicyclists and pedestrians, including many children, to 
access the Waterfront District without using the at-grade, striped Highway 12 
crosswalks. To avoid crossing the Highway at Marina Boulevard, bicyclists now 
are forced to utilize an unsafe route along the highway shoulder and off-ramp 
adjacent to an open tidal water channel. The Gap Closure project will redirect 
bicyclists to the north side of the channel and away from the highway’s off-ramp 
closing the gap in the existing bikeway system. 
 
The Gap Closure Project will primarily provide a 10-foot wide by 177-foot long 
concrete Class I bike/pedestrian path and a prefabricated bridge over an existing 
channel between Marina Boulevard to the Suisun City-Fairfield Intermodal 
Transit/Amtrak Station on Main Street in the Suisun City Waterfront District (the 
“Project Area”).  The bridge will encroach across PG&E’s 35-foot wide PG&E gas 
easement area with footings and abutments to be located outside that easement. 
 
Suisun City has been successful in securing a number of competitive state and 
regional grants for this project that has wide political support in the community, 
Solano County and the region.  The Gap Closure Project is funded primarily by the 
following grant programs on a reimbursement basis:  (The City has informed 
PG&E that the Pedestrian Bridge project would be cancelled if any one of the 
grant funding sources expired.) 
 

• Transportation for Clean Air Program (through the Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District) - $187,000.  This has a completion deadline of 
December 31, 2008. 

• Bicycle Transportation Account (through Caltrans) - $593,000. 
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• Transportation Development Act 3 (through the Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission) - $ 86,000. 

• Recreational Trails Park Program (through California State Parks and 
Recreation Department) - $160,000 

 
Without the Pedestrian Bridge, Suisun City and the granting agencies supporting 
this project cannot complete a continuous Class I bike/pedestrian path.  Without 
this Pedestrian Bridge, the City would be forced to bring the path over the channel 
via an existing bridge onto Main Street, an arterial roadway, placing bicyclists 
adjacent to vehicular traffic exiting or approaching Highway 12. This change would 
create a Class II bike lane, which would be ineligible to receive grant funds that 
have already been awarded for the Class I facility.  Without these grant 
reimbursements, it is very uncertain the project can proceed. 
 
Commission approval of the Agreement must be obtained by September 2008 to 
allow project completion by December 2008, the completion date required by the 
Bay Area Air Quality Management District to reimburse grant funds to the City.   
 
Commission approval of this Pedestrian Bridge encroachment agreement is 
warranted as it will not interfere with PG&E’s provision of utility service, is not 
adverse to the public interest and in fact creates significant public benefits. 
 
In accordance with Resolution ALJ-202, Appendix A, Section IV (Contents of 
Advice Letters), PG&E provides the following information related to the proposed 
transaction: 
 

(1) Identity and addresses of all parties to the proposed transaction: 
 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company City of Suisun 
Andrew L. Niven    Daniel Kasperson 
Gail L. Slocum     City Public Works 
Law Department    701 Civic Center Blvd. 
P.O. Box 7442    Suisun City, CA  94585 
San Francisco, CA  94120   Telephone: (707) 421-7316 
Telephone: (415) 973-6583  Facsimile: (707) 429-3758 
Facsimile: (415) 973-0516   Email:  dan@suisun.com 
Email:  GLSg@pge.com            
 

(2) Complete description of the property including present location, 
condition and use: 

 
PG&E has a Grant Easement (recorded January 30, 1981, in Book 1981, 
Page 7141, Instrument 4179 (81-4179) located on the north side of Main 
Street along the north side of State Route 12, from Marina Boulevard to the 
Intermodal Transit/Amtrak Train Station within the City of Suisun.   The 
property includes vacant land, abutting a storm drain channel.  The vacant 
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land is used as an access road to allow for maintenance of a storm drain 
channel owned and maintained by the City of Fairfield, a 16 “ steel  PG&E  
gas transmission pipeline and  a Kinder Morgan Petroleum Pipeline.  A 
copy of the Grant Easement is provided as Attachment 3. 
 

(3) Intended use of the property: 
 

The proposed encroachment onto PG&E’s easement is for the installation 
of a Pedestrian Bridge.  The City is requesting permission from PG&E in the 
form of an encroachment agreement to allow the construction of the 
Pedestrian Bridge that will run parallel with and inside the easement.   
 
Specifically, the encroachment onto PG&E’s easement proposes the 
installation of a 10-foot wide by 177-foot long Pedestrian Bridge that will 
span across a PG&E gas transmission pipeline easement containing a 16” 
steel PG&E natural gas line.   The Pedestrian Bridge will be located over 
the existing channel between Marina Boulevard to the Suisun City 
Intermodal Transit/Amtrak Station on Main Street in the Suisun City 
Waterfront District. The bridge will encroach across PG&E’s 35-foot wide 
PG&E gas easement area with footings and abutments to be located 
outside that easement.    
 
Pursuant to the Agreement, the City will own and maintain the Pedestrian 
Bridge for the term of the Agreement, unless PG&E exercises an express 
unilateral right to terminate the Agreement on 90 days advance notice in the 
event the Pedestrian Bridge ever interfered with PG&E operations in the 
easement, as more particularly described in the Agreement (see 
Attachment 1).  The Pedestrian Bridge, as currently proposed, will not 
interfere with PG&E’s existing facilities and will be designed and 
constructed in such a way so as not to hinder access to, or maintenance of, 
PG&E’s facilities in the easement.  The project design call for adequate 
access on both sides of the Pedestrian Bridge so that PG&E maintenance 
can be performed without hindrance.  PG&E Gas Operations has reviewed 
and approved the design plans after confirming appropriate access was 
provided for PG&E maintenance.  Maps of the Bridge and of the 
construction area are provided in Exhibit B to Attachment 1.  
 

(4) Complete description of financial terms of the proposed transaction: 
 

PG&E is not collecting any use fees associated with granting the City’s 
encroachment of the easement.  By consenting to this construction and use 
on the easement, PG&E is supporting the Countywide Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Plan and Gap Closure Project as a public project that provides 
an important safety enhancement for bicyclists and pedestrians.  Placement 
of the Bridge within the easement does not rise to the level of a right that 
has any realizable economic value to PG&E. 
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(5) Description of how the financial proceeds of the transaction will be 

distributed: 
 

Not applicable. 
 

(6) Statement of the impact of the transaction on ratebase and any effect 
on the ability of the utility to serve customers and the public: 

 
No PG&E property is being sold or disposed of, so there are no changes 
to PG&E’s rate base as a result of granting the Agreement. The granting of 
the Agreement will not interfere with the use of the gas transmission 
pipeline corridor by PG&E. 
 

(7) For sales of real property and depreciable assets, the original cost, 
present book value, and present fair market value, and a detailed 
description of how the fair market value was determined (e.g., 
appraisal): 
 
Not applicable.   
 

(8) For leases of real property, the fair market rental value, and a detailed 
description of how the fair market rental value was determined: 

 
Not applicable.   
 

(9) For easements or rights-of-ways, the fair market value of the 
easement or right-of-way and a detailed description of how the fair 
market value was determined: 

 
Not applicable.   

 
(10)   Description of any recent past or anticipated future transactions that 

may appear to be related to the present transaction, such as a sales 
or leases of real property that are located near the property at issue 
or that are being transferred to the same transferee; or for 
depreciable assets, sales of similar assets or sales to the same 
transferee: 

 
To PG&E’s knowledge, there are no recent past or anticipated future 
transactions that may appear to be related to the subject transaction. 

                                                                                                                                                             
(11) Sufficient information and documentation (including environmental 

documentation) to show that all of the eligibility criteria stated in 
Section II of Resolution ALJ-202 have been met: 
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a. PG&E has provided information in this advice letter to meet the 

eligibility criteria under the advice letter pilot program.  Under the 
CEQA Checklist, the activity proposed in the transaction will not 
require environmental review by the CPUC as a lead or responsible 
agency.  The proposed transaction has been granted a categorical 
exemption (CEQA Section 15301 (c) and Section 15304 (h)) by the 
City (Attachment 4).  The proposed transaction will service the public 
interest by providing public access to the County Wide Bikeway 
Network.  There is no payment for the proposed agreement.  Finally, 
the transaction does not involve the transfer or change of ownership 
of facilities currently used in utility operations.  PG&E will retain full 
access rights to its natural gas facilities for maintenance under the 
current easement agreement and the Pedestrian Bridge will not 
interfere with PG&E’s provision of utility service. 

 
(12)   Additional information to assist in the review of the advice letter: 

 
Request for Expedited Review: The City has requested that PG&E seek 
expedited Commission review and approval of this Advice Letter by early 
September 2008, as the City is facing a construction deadline imposed by 
the expiration of grant funding under which the Pedestrian Bridge 
construction must commence by September 2008 to meet a construction 
completion date of December 31, 2008, when the grant funding 
reimbursements from the Bay Area Air Quality Management District will 
expire. 
 

(13) Environmental Information: 
 

a. Exemption from CEQA review: 
 

(1)  Has the proposed transaction been found exempt from 
CEQA by a government agency? 

 
Yes.  The City, as the lead agency for CEQA review, has found 
the proposed transaction categorically exempt pursuant to CEQA 
Section 15301 (c) and Section 15304 (h).  (See Attachment 4). 
 
(a) If yes, applicant shall attach the Notice of Exemption 

to the advice letter and shall state name of applicable 
public agency, the date of the Notice of Exemption, 
and State Clearinghouse number. 

 
The City acted as the lead agency for CEQA review and 
filed a Notice of Exemption on February 23, 2004.  A copy 
of the Notice of Exemption is provided herein as 
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Attachment 4.    A State Clearinghouse number was not 
issued for the Notice of Exemption since there were no 
Negative Declarations or additional CEQA processes 
completed. 
 
The Solano Countywide Bicycle Plan has been in the 
planning stages since the 1990’s.  In 2004, the Notice of 
Exemption was approved for this project in anticipation of 
requesting grant funding from various government 
agencies.  In some cases, the Notice of Exemption was a 
requirement for grant funding approval.   

 
(b) If no, the applicant shall state the specific CEQA 

exemption or exemptions that the applicant claims 
apply to the transaction, including citations to the 
applicable State CEQA Guideline(s) and/or statutes. 

 
Not applicable. 
 

(2) If the Applicant Believes That the Transaction Is Not a 
Project under CEQA:  If the applicant believes that the 
transaction is not a project under CEQA, the applicant shall 
include an explanation of its position: 

 
Not applicable. 

 
Protests 
 
Anyone wishing to protest this filing may do so by letter sent via U.S. mail, by 
facsimile or electronically, any of which must be received no later than  
August 27, 2008, which is 20 days after the date of this filing.  Protests should be 
mailed to: 
 

CPUC Energy Division 
Attention: Tariff Unit, 4th Floor 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, California  94102 
 
Facsimile: (415) 703-2200 
E-mail: jnj@cpuc.ca.gov and mas@cpuc.ca.gov 

 
Copies of protests also should be mailed to the attention of the Director, Energy 
Division, Room 4004, at the address shown above. 
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The protest also should be sent via U.S. mail (and by facsimile and electronically, 
if possible) to PG&E at the address shown below on the same date it is mailed or 
delivered to the Commission:  
 

Brian K. Cherry 
Vice President, Regulatory Relations 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
77 Beale Street, Mail Code B10C 
P.O. Box 770000 
San Francisco, California  94177 
 
Facsimile: (415) 973-7226 
E-mail: PGETariffs@pge.com 

 
Effective Date 
 
Pursuant to the review process outlined in Resolution ALJ-202, PG&E requests 
that this advice filing become effective by Commission resolution as soon as 
possible.  PG&E submits this filing as a Tier 3. 
 
Notice 
 
In accordance with General Order 96-B, Section IV, a copy of this advice letter is 
being sent electronically and via U.S. mail to parties shown on the attached list. 
Address changes should be directed to Rose de la Torre at (415) 973-4716. Advice 
letter filings can also be accessed electronically at http://www.pge.com/tariffs. 
 

 
Vice President, Regulatory Relations 
 
Attachments 
 
cc:  Service List for 2947-G 
 
 



 
   

************ SERVICE LIST Advice 2947-G *********** 
APPENDIX A 

 
********** STATE EMPLOYEES *********** 
 
Angela K. Minkin 
Administrative Law Judge Division 
505 Van Ness Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 703-2008 
ang@cpuc.ca.gov 
 
Myra J. Prestidge 
Administrative Law Judge Division 
505 Van Ness Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 703-2629 
tom@cpuc.ca.gov 
 
Jonathan Reiger 
Legal Division  
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 355-5596 
jzr@cpuc.ca.gov 
 
Chloe Lukins 
Energy Division  
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 703- 1637 
clu@cpuc.ca.gov 
 
Kenneth Lewis 
Energy Division 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 703-1090 
kl1@cpuc.ca.gov 
 
Brewster Fong 
Division of Ratepayer Advocates 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 703- 2187 
bfs@cpuc.ca.gov  
 
     

********** AGENCIES *********** 
 

City of Suisun  
Daniel Kasperson  
City Public Works  
701 Civic Center Blvd. 
Suisun City, CA  94585 
Telephone: (707) 421-7316 
Facsimile: (707) 429-3758 
Email:  dan@suisun.com 
 

City of Suisun  
Nick Lozano 
City Public Works  
701 Civic Center Blvd. 
Suisun City, CA  94585 
Telephone: (707) 421-7344 
Facsimile: (707) 429-3758 
Email:  nlozano@suisun.com 
 
Paul Wiese  
Solano County 
Engineering Manager 
675 Texas Street, Suite 5500 
Fairfield, CA 94533-6341  
ph: (707) 784-6072 
FAX: (707) 784-2894  
 
 

********** 3rd Party ***********  
 
 
 

 

 



 

CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
ADVICE LETTER FILING SUMMARY 

ENERGY UTILITY  

MUST BE COMPLETED BY UTILITY (Attach additional pages as needed) 

Company name/CPUC Utility No. Pacific Gas and Electric Company (ID U39 M) 

Utility type:   Contact Person: Linda Tom-Martinez 

 ELC  GAS        Phone #: (415) 973-4612 

 PLC  HEAT  WATER E-mail: lmt1@pge.com  

EXPLANATION OF UTILITY TYPE 

ELC = Electric              GAS = Gas  
PLC = Pipeline              HEAT = Heat     WATER = Water 

(Date Filed/ Received Stamp by CPUC) 

Advice Letter (AL) #: 2947-G Tier: 3 
Subject of AL:  City of Suisun Pedestrian Bridge Encroachment – Request for Approval Under Section 851 
Keywords (choose from CPUC listing): Section 851 
AL filing type:  Monthly  Quarterly   Annual   One-Time   Other _____________________________ 
If AL filed in compliance with a Commission order, indicate relevant Decision/Resolution #:   
Does AL replace a withdrawn or rejected AL?  If so, identify the prior AL: No 
Summarize differences between the AL and the prior withdrawn or rejected AL1: ____________________ 
Is AL requesting confidential treatment?  If so, what information is the utility seeking confidential treatment for: 
Confidential information will be made available to those who have executed a nondisclosure agreement:  Yes    No 
Name(s) and contact information of the person(s) who will provide the nondisclosure agreement and access to the confidential 
information: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Resolution Required?   Yes  No   
Requested effective date: as soon as possible No. of tariff sheets:  N/A 
Estimated system annual revenue effect (%):  N/A 
Estimated system average rate effect (%): N/A 
When rates are affected by AL, include attachment in AL showing average rate effects on customer classes (residential, small 
commercial, large C/I, agricultural, lighting). 
Tariff schedules affected:  N/A 
Service affected and changes proposed1: N/A 
Pending advice letters that revise the same tariff sheets: N/A 

Protests, dispositions,  and all other correspondence regarding this AL are due no later than 20 days after the date of this filing, unless 
otherwise authorized by the Commission, and shall be sent to: 
CPUC, Energy Division  Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
Tariff Files, Room 4005 
DMS Branch 
505 Van Ness Ave.,  
San Francisco, CA 94102 
jnj@cpuc.ca.gov and mas@cpuc.ca.gov 

Attn: Brian K. Cherry 
         Vice President, Regulatory Relations 
77 Beale Street, Mail Code B10C 
P.O. Box 770000 
San Francisco, CA 94177 
E-mail: PGETariffs@pge.com 
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PG&E Gas and Electric 
Advice Filing List 
General Order 96-B, Section IV 
 

 

Aglet  Department of the Army  Northern California Power Association 
Agnews Developmental Center Dept of General Services Occidental Energy Marketing, Inc. 
Alcantar & Kahl Division of Business Advisory Services OnGrid Solar 
Ancillary Services Coalition Douglas & Liddell PITCO 
Anderson & Poole Douglass & Liddell PPL EnergyPlus, LLC 
Arizona Public Service Company Downey & Brand Pinnacle CNG Company 
BART Duke Energy Praxair 
BP Energy Company Duncan, Virgil E. R. W. Beck & Associates  
Barkovich & Yap, Inc. Dutcher, John RCS, Inc. 
Bartle Wells Associates Ellison Schneider & Harris LLP RMC Lonestar 
Blue Ridge Gas Energy Management Services, LLC Recon Research 
Braun & Associates FPL Energy Project Management, Inc. SCD Energy Solutions 
C & H Sugar Co. Foster Farms SCE 
CA Bldg Industry Association Foster, Wheeler, Martinez SESCO 
CAISO Franciscan Mobilehome SMUD 
CLECA Law Office G. A. Krause & Assoc. SPURR 
CSC Energy Services GLJ Publications Santa Fe Jets 
California Cotton Ginners & Growers Assn Goodin, MacBride, Squeri, Schlotz & 

Ritchie 
Seattle City Light  

California Energy Commission Green Power Institute Sempra Utilities 
California League of Food Processors Hanna & Morton Sequoia Union HS Dist 
California Public Utilities Commission Heeg, Peggy A. Sierra Pacific Power Company 
California Water Company Hitachi Silicon Valley Power 
Calpine Hogan Manufacturing, Inc. Smurfit Stone Container Corp 
Cameron McKenna Imperial Irrigation District Southern California Edison Company 
Cardinal Cogen Innercite St. Paul Assoc. 
Casner, Steve International Power Technology Sunshine Design 
Cerox Intestate Gas Services, Inc. Sutherland, Asbill & Brennan 
Chamberlain, Eric J. R. Wood, Inc. TFS Energy 
Chevron Company JTM, Inc. Tabors Caramanis & Associates 
Chris, King Los Angeles Dept of Water & Power Tecogen, Inc. 
City of Glendale Luce, Forward, Hamilton & Scripps LLP TransCanada 
City of Palo Alto MBMC, Inc. Turlock Irrigation District 
City of San Jose MRW & Associates U S Borax, Inc. 
Clean Energy Fuels Manatt Phelps Phillips United Cogen 
Coast Economic Consulting Matthew V. Brady & Associates  Utility Cost Management 
Commerce Energy McKenzie & Associates Utility Resource Network 
Commercial Energy Meek, Daniel W. Utility Specialists 
Constellation Merced Irrigation District Vandenberg Air Force 
Constellation New Energy Mirant Verizon 
Consumer Federation of California Modesto Irrigation District Wellhead Electric Company 
Crossborder Energy Morgan Stanley Western Manufactured Housing 

Communities Association (WMA) 
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP Morrison & Foerster White & Case 
Day Carter Murphy New United Motor Mfg., Inc. eMeter Corporation 
Defense Energy Support Center Norris & Wong Associates   
Department of Water Resources North Coast SolarResources  

 




