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Subject:  Eastshore-Dumbarton 115 kV Power Line Reconductoring Project 
 
 
Dear Mr. Cherry: 

 
   Advice Letter 3846-E is effective May 26, 2011. 
    
    

Sincerely, 

 
Julie A. Fitch, Director 
Energy Division 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
  

 
 
May 26, 2011 
 
 
Advice 3846-E 
(Pacific Gas and Electric Company ID U 39 E) 
 
 
Public Utilities Commission of the State of California 
 
Subject:    Eastshore-Dumbarton 115 kV Power Line Reconductoring Project 

   
 
Purpose 
 
Pursuant to Decision 08-03-07 of the California Public Utilities Commission 
(“CPUC” or “Commission”) issued March 13, 2008, and in accordance with 
General Order (“GO”) 96-B, Sections 7.5.3, 7.6.1, and Energy Industry Rule 2, 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company (“PG&E”) submits this compliance advice letter 
concerning its Eastshore-Dumbarton 115 kV Power Line Reconductoring Project, 
which was noticed in Advice 3082-E (effective date 08-10-2007). 
 
Background 
 
On March 13, 2008, the Commission issued its Opinion Granting a Certificate of 
Public Convenience and Necessity for a Generation Tie Line for the Russell City 
Project. (D.08-03-007 (“Decision”), attached as Exhibit A.)      
 
In accordance with the Decision, PG&E provides the following information 
regarding the Eastshore-Dumbarton 115 kV Reconductoring Project: 
 
(1) Demonstrate that PG&E has or will implement all appropriate 

measures with respect to the following environmental and engineering 
disciplines: air quality, facility design, hazardous materials 
management, power-plant efficiency and reliability, public health, 
worker safety, socioeconomic resources, and waste management.  
(Decision at 16) 
 
PG&E will incorporate the following measures to address these impact 
areas: 
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i. Air quality: PG&E will implement the following measures during 
construction to ensure impacts to air quality are further minimized: 
 
a. Fugitive Dust Minimization 
   

• Reduce the amount of the disturbed area where possible. 
• Water all active construction areas at least twice daily. 

Frequency should be based on the type of operation, soil and 
wind exposure.  

• Vehicle speed for all construction vehicles will not exceed 15 
miles per hour (mph) on any unpaved surface. 

• Suspend all grading activities during periods of high wind 
(over 15 miles per hour (mph)). 

• Apply chemical soil stabilizer on inactive construction areas 
(defined as disturbed lands within the project area that are 
unused for at least four consecutive days). 

• Cover all trucks hauling dirt, sand or loose materials. 
• Cover inactive storage piles. 
• Install mud bumper mats [or equivalent] at all access points, 

or if appropriate at designated landing zones and laydown 
areas, to prevent tracking of mud on to public roads. 

• Sweep streets at the end of each day if visible soil material is 
carried onto adjacent paved roads. 

• Post a publicly visible sign which specifies the telephone 
number and person to contact regarding dust complaints. This 
person shall respond to complaints and take corrective action 
within 48 hours. 

 
b.  GHG Emission Minimization 
  

• Identify park-and-ride facilities in the project vicinity and 
encourage construction workers to carpool to the job staging 
area to the extent feasible. The ability to develop an effective 
carpool program for the proposed project will depend upon the 
proximity of carpool facilities to the staging area, the 
geographical commute departure points of construction 
workers, and the extent to which carpooling will not adversely 
affect worker arrival time and the project’s construction 
schedule. Crew transportation to the project site is addressed 
in Section 3.11 Transportation and Traffic. 

• Minimize unnecessary construction vehicle idling time. The 
ability to limit construction vehicle idling time is dependent 
upon the sequence of construction activities and when and 
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where vehicles are needed or staged. Certain vehicles, such 
as large diesel powered vehicles, have extended warm-up 
times following start-up that limit their availability for use 
following start-up. Where such diesel powered vehicles are 
required for repetitive construction tasks, these vehicles may 
require more idling time. The project will apply a “common 
sense” approach to vehicle use, so that idling is reduced as 
far as possible below the maximum of 5 consecutive minutes 
required by California law; if a vehicle is not required for use 
immediately or continuously for construction activities, its 
engine will be shut off. Construction foremen will include 
briefings to crews on vehicle use as part of pre-construction 
conferences. Those briefings will include discussion of a 
“common sense” approach to vehicle use. 

• Minimize construction equipment exhaust by using low-
emission or electric construction equipment where feasible. 
Portable diesel fueled construction equipment with engines 50 
hp or larger and manufactured in 2000 or later will be 
registered under the California Air Resources Board (CARB) 
Statewide Portable Equipment Registration Program, or will 
meet at a minimum US EPA/CARB Tier 1 engine standards. 

• Minimize welding and cutting by using compression of 
mechanical applications where practical and within standards. 

 
ii. Facility Design: Please see detail drawing for the cage top extension, 

attached as Exhibit B. This is a standard detail drawing that has 
undergone structural engineering analysis for the specific towers 
receiving the cage top extensions in the proposed project. 
 

iii. Hazardous materials, hazardous waste management: Hazardous 
materials in use by the contractor will be limited to those materials 
required for construction. Hazardous wastes generated by the 
contractor will not be stored or disposed of on or at the worksite. All 
hazardous materials and hazardous waste will be placed in 
appropriate containers and labeled as to their contents.  Any facility 
to which hazardous wastes may be moved will comply with any and 
all federal, state, and local laws, rules and regulations pertaining 
thereto and will be a facility that is suitable to receive and/or dispose 
of, and may lawfully receive and/or dispose of the hazardous wastes. 
In the event that hazardous waste or unauthorized hazardous 
material are discovered on the worksite during the performance of 
the work, PG&E or its contractor will immediately (1) secure the area 
around the hazardous waste or hazardous material, and (2) notify 
PG&E’s project manager of the situation.  PG&E will engage in 
appropriate measures to identify, contain, and manage waste 
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materials for their transportation and disposal as required by 
applicable regulations.  The site will be remediated to a level 
acceptable to federal, state and local agencies prior to the 
commencement of construction activities. 

 
iv. Power plant efficiency and reliability: Not relevant to the 

reconductoring project; no implementation measures necessary. 
 
v. Public health: PG&E will implement traffic control plans where 

construction takes place near streets and highways.  (See measures 
listed in Section 5 below.)  In addition, PG&E will restrict public 
access to construction areas. 

 
vi. Worker safety: Please see PG&E Code of Safe Practices manual, 

Section 1, attached as Exhibit C. 
 
vii. Socioeconomic resources: Not relevant to the reconductoring 

project; no implementation measures necessary. 
 
viii. Waste management: All food waste and associated containers will 

be disposed of in closed lid containers and removed from the work 
areas at the end of each work day All waste disposal will be in 
accordance with all permits and local disposal ordinances with a goal 
to recycle as much construction materials as possible. 

(2) Provide the final description of the Eastshore-Dumbarton 115 kV 
Reconductoring Project. The description shall include wetlands 
delineations, results of all sensitive species surveys, and an 
assessment of potential impacts.  (Decision at 16)  

 
A detailed project description is provided in the Eastshore-Dumbarton 
115kV Line Reconductoring Project Biological Assessment prepared by 
Transcon Environmental, Inc. (attached as Exhibit D, pages 3-6).  A 
discussion of the project area’s environmental setting, vegetative 
communities including wetlands, sensitive species surveys, and an 
assessment of potential impacts is also included.  Maps showing the extent 
and location of waters of the U.S. and wetlands based on a preliminary 
jurisdiction determination by the Army Corps of Engineers can be found in 
the enclosures to Exhibit E. 

(3) Demonstrate that (i) PG&E has consulted to the extent required by 
applicable laws, ordinances, and regulations, with all resource 
agencies that have jurisdiction over the Project; (ii) PG&E has or will 
implement the mitigation measures identified by these agencies, and 
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(iii) PG&E will use standard Best Management Practices (BMP) for 
construction activities.  (Decision at 17) 

 
PG&E has consulted with the following resources agencies:  

 
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (authorization letter attached at Exhibit 

E);  
• U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (letter containing biological opinion attached 

at Exhibit F);  
• California Department of Fish & Game (PG&E has consulted with John 

Krause, Manager, of the Eden Landing Ecological Preserve (CDFG). 
PG&E will coordinate foot access for pre-construction biological surveys 
and construction work over the preserve with the Manager; and   

• San Francisco Bay Regional Water Control Board (Section 401 permit 
pending; water quality authorization letter attached as Exhibit G)).  

 
Other agencies discussed in the Decision at 10, including National Marine 
Fisheries Service, and Bay Conservation and Development Commission, 
do not have jurisdiction over this Project. 
 
PG&E will implement the mitigation measures identified by the agencies 
having jurisdiction over this Project, as set forth in Exhibit E, and Exhibit F 
at 16-19, and Exhibit G at 2. 
 
PG&E will use standard Best Management Practices for construction 
activities.  Examples of such BMPs for biology include the following: 
 
• An environmental training session would be conducted for the work 

crews prior to initiating construction activities.  The training would 
discuss sensitive species in the action area and the conservation 
measures being implemented to avoid or minimize effects to those 
species. 

• Where ground access is required, existing access routes (i.e., roads, 
levees, and boardwalks) would be used.  No vehicular traffic would take 
place in wetlands and foot traffic would be limited to that which is 
absolutely necessary. 

• No work, including helicopter flights, would be conducted in or over tidal 
marshes (i.e., between towers 2/21 and 3/25 and between towers 4/29 
and 4/32) at any times of the year within two hours of high tide at the 
work site when the high tide is predicted to be equal to or above 6.5 feet 
Mean Lower Water at the Golden Gate Bridge.  Helicopter flights over 
tidal marshes and work within marshes would proceed on these days 
outside the three-hour period around a high tide. 
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• An environmental monitor would be onsite during construction to 

document work activities. 
• No vehicle maintenance or refueling would occur within 100 feet of any 

water bodies. 

• All food waste and associated containers would be disposed of in closed 
lid containers and removed from the work areas at the end of each work 
day. 

• No staging of materials would occur in wetlands. 
 
See also responses to (1) and (5) herein. 

(4) Demonstrate that PG&E has or will implement the measures for 
archaeological and cultural resources that are described on page 5.6-
20 of the CEC Staff Assessment, including a survey for such 
resources.  (Decision at 17) 

In accordance with the CEC Staff Assessment on page 5.6-20 (attached as 
Exhibit H), PG&E obtained a Cultural Resources Inventory Report (attached 
as Exhibit I). The Report concluded that there are no cultural resources 
along the Eastshore-Dumbarton 115 kV Power Line. In addition, the Native 
American Heritage Commission confirmed in writing (see Exhibit I, 
Appendix B) that there are no Native American cultural resources in the 
Project area. Since the measures suggested on page 5.6-20 of the CEC 
Staff Assessment are contingent upon a finding of sensitive sites in the 
area, implementation of such measures is not applicable to this project. 

(5) Demonstrate that PG&E has or will implement BMPs with regard to 
traffic, transportation, and safety precautions that comply with local 
permit requirements.  (Decision at 17) 

 
The following avoidance and minimization measures will be implemented:  
 
• Employees and contractors performing O&M activities will receive 

ongoing environmental education. Training will include review of 
environmental laws and guidelines that must be followed by all 
personnel to reduce or avoid effects on covered species during O&M 
activities.  

• Vehicles and equipment will be parked on pavement, existing roads, and 
previously disturbed areas to the extent practicable.  

• The development of new access and ROW roads by PG&E will be 
minimized, and clearing vegetation and blading for temporary vehicle 
access will be avoided to the extent practicable.  

• Vehicles will not exceed a speed limit of 15 mph in the ROWs or on 
unpaved roads within sensitive land-cover types.  
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• Trash dumping, firearms, open fires (such as barbecues) not required by 

the O&M activity, hunting, and pets (except for safety in remote 
locations) will be prohibited in O&M work activity sites.  

• No vehicles will be refueled within 100 feet of a wetland, stream, or 
other waterway unless a bermed and lined refueling area is constructed. 

• During any reconstruction of existing overhead electric facilities in areas 
with a high risk of wildlife electrocution (e.g., nut/fruit orchards, riparian 
corridors, areas along canal or creek banks, PG&E’s raptor 
concentration zone [RCZ]), PG&E will use insulated jumper wires and 
bird/animal guards for equipment insulator bushings or will construct 
lines to conform to the latest revision of PG&E’s Bird and Wildlife 
Protection Standards.  

• During fire season in designated State Responsibility Areas (SRAs), all 
motorized equipment will have federal or state approved spark arrestors; 
a backpack pump filled with water and a shovel will be carried on all 
vehicles; and fire-resistant mats and/or windscreens will be used when 
welding. In addition, during fire “red flag” conditions as determined by 
California Department of Forestry (CDF), welding will be curtailed, each 
fuel truck will carry a large fire extinguisher with a minimum rating of 40 
B:C, and all equipment parking and storage areas will be cleared of all 
flammable materials.  

• Erosion control measures will be implemented where necessary to 
reduce erosion and sedimentation in wetlands, waters of the United 
States, and waters of the state, and habitat occupied by covered animal 
and plant species when O&M activities are the source of potential 
erosion problems. 

 
In addition, PG&E or its contractor will obtain encroachment permits from 
Caltrans and the Cities of Hayward, Fremont, Union City, Foster City, and 
San Mateo, and will comply with the requirements contained in those 
permits. 

(6) Provide a monitoring and reporting program to ensure compliance 
with measures during project implementation. 

 
PG&E will hire Garcia and Associates (“GANDA”) to provide on site 
environmental monitoring and reporting services for each stage of the 
project. The monitoring and reporting program complies with all Conditions 
of the Biological Opinion (Exhibit F).  GANDA’s  scope of work, which 
describes the monitoring and reporting program, is included as Exhibit J.   
 
The environmental monitors will be on site during each phase of 
construction of the reconductoring project. The monitors will provide 
environmental training for all construction personnel and visitors. They will 
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also prepare daily activity logs and weekly reports to PG&E.  In addition, in 
accordance with conditions of the project Biological Opinion, GANDA will 
prepare a post-construction compliance report within 30 days following 
completion of construction. 

 
Index of Exhibits  

 
Exhibit A – Opinion Granting a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for 

a Generation Tie Line for the Russell City Energy Center Project 
(D.08-03-007) 

Exhibit B –  Detail drawing of cage extension 
Exhibit C –  PG&E Code of Safe Practices General Rules 
Exhibit D –  Biological Assessment 
Exhibit E –  U.S. Army Corps permit letter 
Exhibit F –  U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service letter with biological opinion (BO) 
Exhibit G – San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board letter 
Exhibit H – CEC Staff Assessment for the Russell City Energy Center, June 29, 

2007 (01-AFC-7C), in relevant part 
Exhibit I –   Cultural resources report (including letter from Native American 

Heritage Commission) 
Exhibit J –  Garcia and Associates Monitoring Scope of Work 
 
Protests 
 
Anyone wishing to protest this filing may do so by letter sent via U.S. mail, by 
facsimile or electronically, any of which must be received no later than June 15, 
2011, which is 20 days after the date of this filing.  Protests should be mailed to: 
 

CPUC Energy Division 
Tariff Files, Room 4005 
DMS Branch 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, California  94102 
 
Facsimile: (415) 703-2200 
E-mail: jnj@cpuc.ca.gov and mas@cpuc.ca.gov 

 
Copies of protests also should be mailed to the attention of the Director, Energy 
Division, Room 4004, at the address shown above. 
 
The protest also should be sent via U.S. mail (and by facsimile and electronically, 
if possible) to PG&E at the address shown below on the same date it is mailed or 
delivered to the Commission:  
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Brian K. Cherry 
Vice President, Regulation and Rates 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
77 Beale Street, Mail Code B10C 
P.O. Box 770000 
San Francisco, California  94177 
 
Facsimile: (415) 973-6520 
E-mail: PGETariffs@pge.com 

 
Effective Date 
 
This advice letter is effective pending disposition as indicated in Section 2(g) of the 
Commission’s Decision (Exhibit A, page 17).   Thus, in accordance with Section 
7.3.3 of GO 96-B, this advice letter is effective upon the date of filing. 
 
Notice 
 
A copy of this advice letter is being sent electronically and via U.S. mail to parties 
shown on the attached list.  Address changes to the service list and all electronic 
approvals should be directed to e-mail address PGETariffs@pge.com.  For 
changes to any other service list, please contact the Commission’s Process Office 
at (415) 703-2021 or at Process_Office@cpuc.ca.gov.  Advice letter filings can 
also be accessed electronically at: http://www.pge.com/tariffs. 
  

 
Vice President – Regulation and Rates 
 
Attachments:  Listed Exhibits 
 
 



 

CALIFORNIA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
ADVICE LETTER FILING SUMMARY 

ENERGY UTILITY  

MUST BE COMPLETED BY UTILITY (Attach additional pages as needed) 

Company name/CPUC Utility No. Pacific Gas and Electric Company (ID U39 M) 

Utility type:   Contact Person: Linda Tom-Martinez 

 ELC  GAS        Phone #: (415) 973-4612 

 PLC  HEAT  WATER E-mail: lmt1@pge.com  

EXPLANATION OF UTILITY TYPE 

ELC = Electric              GAS = Gas  
PLC = Pipeline              HEAT = Heat     WATER = Water 

(Date Filed/ Received Stamp by CPUC) 

Advice Letter (AL) #: 3846-E Tier: 1 
Subject of AL: Eastshore-Dumbarton 115 kV Power Line Reconductoring Project    
Keywords (choose from CPUC listing): Compliance, Transmission Lines 
AL filing type:  Monthly  Quarterly   Annual   One-Time   Other _____________________________ 
If AL filed in compliance with a Commission order, indicate relevant Decision/Resolution #:   
Does AL replace a withdrawn or rejected AL?  If so, identify the prior AL: No 
Summarize differences between the AL and the prior withdrawn or rejected AL1: ____________________ 
Is AL requesting confidential treatment?  If so, what information is the utility seeking confidential treatment for: 
Confidential information will be made available to those who have executed a nondisclosure agreement:  Yes    No 
Name(s) and contact information of the person(s) who will provide the nondisclosure agreement and access to the confidential 
information: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Resolution Required?  Yes  No   
Requested effective date: May 26, 2011 No. of tariff sheets:   
Estimated system annual revenue effect (%):  N/A 
Estimated system average rate effect (%): N/A 
When rates are affected by AL, include attachment in AL showing average rate effects on customer classes (residential, small 
commercial, large C/I, agricultural, lighting). 
Tariff schedules affected:   
Service affected and changes proposed1: N/A 
Pending advice letters that revise the same tariff sheets: N/A 

Protests, dispositions,  and all other correspondence regarding this AL are due no later than 20 days after the date of this filing, unless 
otherwise authorized by the Commission, and shall be sent to: 
CPUC, Energy Division  Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
Tariff Files, Room 4005 
DMS Branch 
505 Van Ness Ave.,  
San Francisco, CA 94102 
jnj@cpuc.ca.gov and mas@cpuc.ca.gov 

Attn: Brian Cherry 
         Vice President, Regulation and Rates 
77 Beale Street, Mail Code B10C 
P.O. Box 770000 
San Francisco, CA 94177 
E-mail: PGETariffs@pge.com 

 

                                                 
 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































PG&E Gas and Electric 
Advice Filing List 
 

 Dept of General Services Northern California Power Association 
AT&T Douglass & Liddell Occidental Energy Marketing, Inc. 
Alcantar & Kahl LLP Downey & Brand OnGrid Solar 
Ameresco Duke Energy Praxair 
Anderson & Poole Dutcher, John R. W. Beck & Associates  
Arizona Public Service Company Economic Sciences Corporation RCS, Inc. 
BART Ellison Schneider & Harris LLP Recurrent Energy 
Barkovich & Yap, Inc. Foster Farms SCD Energy Solutions 
Bartle Wells Associates G. A. Krause & Assoc. SCE 
Bloomberg GLJ Publications SMUD 
Bloomberg New Energy Finance GenOn Energy, Inc. SPURR 
Boston Properties Goodin, MacBride, Squeri, Schlotz & 

Ritchie 
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 

Braun Blaising McLaughlin, P.C. Green Power Institute Santa Fe Jets 
Brookfield Renewable Power Hanna & Morton Seattle City Light  
CA Bldg Industry Association Hitachi Sempra Utilities 
CLECA Law Office In House Energy Sierra Pacific Power Company 
CSC Energy Services International Power Technology Silicon Valley Power 
California Cotton Ginners & Growers Assn Intestate Gas Services, Inc. Silo Energy LLC 
California Energy Commission Lawrence Berkeley National Lab Southern California Edison Company 
California League of Food Processors Los Angeles Dept of Water & Power Spark Energy, L.P. 
California Public Utilities Commission Luce, Forward, Hamilton & Scripps LLP Sun Light & Power 
Calpine MAC Lighting Consulting Sunshine Design 
Cardinal Cogen MBMC, Inc. Sutherland, Asbill & Brennan 
Casner, Steve MRW & Associates Tabors Caramanis & Associates 
Chris, King Manatt Phelps Phillips Tecogen, Inc. 
City of Palo Alto McKenzie & Associates Tiger Natural Gas, Inc. 
City of Palo Alto Utilities Merced Irrigation District TransCanada 
Clean Energy Fuels Modesto Irrigation District Turlock Irrigation District 
Coast Economic Consulting Morgan Stanley United Cogen 
Commercial Energy Morrison & Foerster Utility Cost Management 
Consumer Federation of California NLine Energy, Inc. Utility Specialists 
Crossborder Energy NRG West Verizon 
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP Navigant Consulting Wellhead Electric Company 
Day Carter Murphy Norris & Wong Associates  Western Manufactured Housing 

Communities Association (WMA) 
Defense Energy Support Center North America Power Partners eMeter Corporation 
Department of Water Resources North Coast SolarResources  

 


