
STATE OF CALIFORNIA                                                                                                       ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION  
505 VAN NESS AVENUE                                                                                                                                                                                  

SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102-3298 

 
   July 6, 2007 
                                                                                                 Advice Letter 3048-E 

 
Brian K. Cherry 
Vice President, Regulatory Relations 

 Pacific Gas & Electric Company                                                               
 77 Beale Street, Mail Code B10C 
            P.O. Box 770000 
 San Francisco, CA  94177 
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Dear Mr. Cherry: 

 
   Advice Letter 3048-E is effective July 1, 2007.   
 
 

Sincerely, 

Sean H. Gallagher, Director 
Energy Division 
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May 4, 2007 
 
 
Advice 3048-E    
(Pacific Gas and Electric Company ID U 39 E) 
 
 
Public Utilities Commission of the State of California 
 
Subject:   Cooperative Offering by PG&E and Water Utilities for Energy 

Efficiency Residential Clothes Washers 
 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of this advice letter is to revise PG&E’s 2006-2008 Energy Efficiency 
Mass Market program to include a Cooperative Clothes Washer Rebate offering in 
cooperation with participating water agencies.  In particular, PG&E and the water 
agencies propose providing customers with a single rebate application, a single 
larger incentive amount, and a single rebate check for both energy and water 
savings. 
 
Background 
 
Decision (D.) 05-09-043, issued in September 2005, approved the utilities’ energy 
efficiency programs and budgets for 2006-2008.  The discussion in this decision 
requires an advice letter when new programs are added (page 149 of D.05-09-
043).  While the Cooperative Clothes Washer Rebate is not a new program, it is a 
significant design change to the clothes washer offering in PG&E’s Mass Market 
program.  In addition, PG&E and the participating water agencies will be 
coordinating their respective rebate offerings for residential clothes washers.   
 
On January 16, 2007, PG&E filed Application (A.) 07-01-026 in response to the 
October 16, 2006 Assigned Commissioner Ruling instructing the energy utilities to 
file applications for pilot water-embedded energy savings programs.  The Clothes 
Washer Rebate is not part of that pilot, but it is another effort to work with water 
agencies to achieve water and energy savings for customers.   
 
Water agencies that have expressed interest in the Clothes Washer Rebate 
include:  

• East Bay Municipal Utility District 
• Marin Municipal Water District 
• Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency (representing 26 

cities and water districts) 
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• San Francisco Public Utility Commission  
• Contra Costa Water District 
• Zone 7 Water District 
• Alameda County Water District 
• Regional Water Authority (representing 19 members and 3 associate 

members) 
• Sonoma County Water Authority (representing 8 cities and districts)  
• Santa Clara Valley Water Authority (representing 15 cities) 
• Solano County Water District 
• California American Water Company 
 

Additional water agencies may be added later. 
 
Proposed Program Changes
 
The Cooperative Clothes Washer Rebate is not a program change.  The proposed 
modification is a coordinated effort that will provide shared customers with a single 
rebate, a single application to fill out, and a single rebate check.  PG&E and the 
participating water agencies anticipate that customers will respond positively to a 
single streamlined rebate experience.  The larger, combined rebate will also incent 
more customers to purchase the highest efficiency clothes washers on the market, 
thereby saving even more energy and water.  
 
The residential Clothes Washer Rebate promotes the highest efficiency ENERGY 
STAR® Clothes Washers and uses the Consortium for Energy Efficiency (CEE) 
specification, which includes Modified Energy Factor (MEF) and Water Factor 
(WF), to rate qualified high efficiency clothes washers (ENERGY STAR® only 
began including WF with its new specification January 1, 2007).   
 
PG&E currently offers a $35 rebate for CEE Tier 2 clothes washers and a $75 
rebate for CEE Tier 3 clothes washers.  Water agencies throughout California offer 
rebates for CEE Tier 2 and CEE Tier 3 clothes washers, although the rebate 
amounts vary among water agencies.  The water providers have agreed to 
determine a single rebate amount across all water agencies to streamline the 
process and further simplify the customers’ experience in this proposed 
cooperative program offering. 
 
PG&E will also continue providing rebates for qualifying clothes washers to 
customers whose water agency does not participate in this cooperative Clothes 
Washer Rebate and for customers who would prefer to continue applying for their 
energy and water efficiency rebates separately.  For those customers who would 
prefer a single, streamlined rebate experience, PG&E proposes to process the 
new, single, combined applications. PG&E will send one combined check to the 
customer and invoice each water agency for its customers. Each water agency will 
verify their customers electronically, pay the portion of the rebate representing the 
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water savings, and share the administrative costs associated with processing each 
application.  PG&E will invoice each water agency monthly for rebates paid and 
administrative costs associated with the program.  
 
This restructured program will maximize energy efficiency in homes installing ultra-
high efficient clothes washers and will improve the cost-effectiveness of the 
current Mass Market program.  
 
The total budget for PG&E’s Residential Clothes Washer Rebate is unchanged.    
 
PG&E recommends that the Commission approve this advice letter so that the 
proposed change can be tested through a pilot with a subset of water agencies 
starting July 1, 2007 and can be launched January 1, 2008. 
 
Protests 
 
Anyone wishing to protest this filing may do so by letter sent via U.S. mail, by 
facsimile or electronically, any of which must be received no later than May 24, 
2007, which is 20 days after the date of this filing.  Protests should be mailed to: 
 

CPUC Energy Division 
Tariff Files, Room 4005 
DMS Branch 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, California  94102
 
Facsimile: (415) 703-2200 
E-mail: jnj@cpuc.ca.gov and mas@cpuc.ca.gov 

 
Copies of protests also should be mailed to the attention of the Director, Energy 
Division, Room 4004, at the address shown above. 
 
The protest also should be sent via U.S. mail (and by facsimile and electronically, 
if possible) to PG&E at the address shown below on the same date it is mailed or 
delivered to the Commission:  
 

Brian K. Cherry 
Vice President, Regulatory Relations 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
77 Beale Street, Mail Code B10C 
P.O. Box 770000 
San Francisco, California  94177 
 
Facsimile: (415) 973-7226 
E-mail: PGETariffs@pge.com 
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Effective Date 
 
According to D.05-09-043 (p.153), “unless suspended, advice letters that are not 
protested or acted upon in some way by the Commission within 30 days are 
“deemed approved.”  PG&E requests that this program be approved effective July 
1, 2007, to coincide with the Water Agencies new budget cycle and pilot program 
initiation. 
 
Notice 
 
In accordance with General Order 96-A, Section III, Paragraph G, a copy of this 
advice letter is being sent electronically and via U.S. mail to parties shown on the 
attached list and the parties on the service list for PG&E’s 2006-2008 Energy 
Efficiency Application (A.05-06-004) and the Distributed Generation Rulemaking 
(R.06-04-003).  Address changes to the General Order 96-A service list should be 
directed to Rose de la Torre at (415) 973-4716.  Advice letter filings can also be 
accessed electronically at:  http://www.pge.com/tariffs 
 

 
 
Vice President, Regulatory Relations 
 
Attachments 
 
cc:  Service Lists A.05-06-004, R.06-03-004 
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