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CONTRACT OPPORTUNITY ANNOUNCEMENT


	Contract Opportunity Announcement

	
	Professional Service Contract

	X
	Construction Contract

	
	Service Contract

	
	Material Requirement

	
	Other


	Contract Opportunity Title:
	250 MW Utility-owned PV Program

	

	Estimated Contract Value (Range):
	TBD

	

	Work Location:
	PG&E Service Territory

	
	

	Deadline:
	January 20, 2010 (2:00 p.m. Pacific)


Contract Opportunity Description:
	PROGRAM BACKGROUND
Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) will be issuing a Request for Information (RFI) to pre-qualify bidders to design, procure and construct solar photovoltaic facilities on PG&E-owned properties.  PG&E submitted an application to the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) for a five-year program to develop up to 250 MW of utility-owned PV facilities.  A CPUC decision is expected to be announced sometime in February 2010.  This program will deliver renewable energy to PG&E customers and meet the obligations under California's Renewables Portfolio Standard.
Each PV facility is planned to be ground mounted, estimated to be approximately 1-20 MW in size and ideally located within 5 miles of a PG&E substation.  The overall program plan consists of the following:

• The program’s average expected deployment of 25-75 MW/year

• Sites will be in PG&E’s service territory 

• The program is open to any commercially proven PV technologies
· PG&E will obtain permits and prepare sites

· PG&E will be responsible for generation tie lines and interconnection

Two separate RFIs will be conducted; one for those suppliers interested in supplying PV modules only and the other for suppliers interested in engineering, procuring, and installing all system components with or without provision of PV modules.

Suppliers interested in participating in the RFI to supply PV modules only must meet the following minimum criteria: 

1)
ability to commit to annual 50 MW (AC) or greater manufacturing capacity of utility-scale, ground-mount modules with 25 years of panel power output warranty; 

2)
at least 15 MW (AC) of modules have been deployed for at least 3 years in commercial applications with proven performance; 

3)
minimum module output guarantee of 90% of module rating for the first 10 years and 80% for the remaining 15 years; 

4) 
US-based manufacturing presence or other means to ensure reliability of supply; 

5) 
have Revenue & Risk Group (DNBi) of the following: Supplier Stability Indicator (SSI) of less than 6, Supplier Evaluation Risk (SER) of 7 or lower, and Financial Stress Score (FSS) of less than 4 or international rating equivalent; 

6)
commit to PG&E’s Supplier Diversity Program (http://www.pge.com/b2b/purchasing/supplierdiversity/)

Suppliers interested in participating in the RFI to engineer, procure and install all system components with or without PV modules must meet the following minimum criteria: 

1) 
furnished and installed at least 1 MW (AC) PV facility in the US with fixed tilt or single axis tracker, utility-scale, and ground-mount PV modules; 

2)
a minimum of 5 years power plant or 2 years utility scale solar installation experience; 

3)
provide or cause the provision of at least 5 years of inverter warranty and 3 years of transformer and switchgear warranties; 

4) 
US-based & California construction experience specific to power generation and possess CA construction license;  

5)
ability to install 25 MW (AC) within 12 months of award of contract; 

6)
currently signed with or have the ability to work under IBEW union labor agreement; 

7) 
proven safety record for construction on multiple projects;

8) performance bonding capability for a 20 MW (AC) solar PV project

9) have Revenue & Risk Group (DNBi) of the following: Supplier Stability Indicator (SSI) of less than 6, Supplier Evaluation Risk (SER) of 7 or lower, and Financial Stress Score (FSS) of less than 4 or international rating equivalent; 

10)
commit to PG&E’s Supplier Diversity Program (http://www.pge.com/b2b/purchasing/supplierdiversity/); and 

11)
for Suppliers who plans to supply modules: see requirements for “Supply Modules Only” above. 
Partnerships between suppliers are acceptable so long as one partner is responsible for the total implementation and contractual terms and conditions.  This “leading” partner must meet the minimum requirements to participate in the RFI. 
Those who meet these requirements must email the following information to UOG_PVProgram@pge.com by 2:00 p.m. (Pacific) onJanuary 20, 2010: company name, person’s name, title, email address, telephone number and mailing address.
Successful respondents to the RFI will be invited to submit a proposal.  Request for Proposal (RFP) is planned for issuance in the later part of March 2010.

THE PARTIES AGREE THAT THIS RFI DOES NOT ESTABLISH AN EXCLUSIVE AGREEMENT BETWEEN PG&E AND RESPONDENT TO RFI, NOR DOES THIS RFI CONSTITUTE A COMMITMENT BY PG&E, WHETHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, TO CONTRACT WITH RESPONDENT TO RFI TO PERFORM OR SUPPLY ANY WORK; NOR IS THERE ANY GUARANTEE AS TO THE VOLUME OF WORK OR THE DURATION OF A CONTRACT.




Suppliers who meet the requirements above must email the following information to UOG_PVProgram@pge.com by 2:00 p.m. (Pacific) on January 20, 2010: company name, person’s name, title, email address, telephone number and mailing address.  Failure to respond by this date may result in your company NOT being invited to participate in the RFI.  
	PG&E Contact:
	Jocelyn Quintana
	E-Mail Address:
	UOG_PVProgram@pge.com

	Phone No.
	
	Fax Number:
	

	Department:
	Sourcing
	Date Submitted:
	January 7, 2010



