
 
 

Q&A about the Closure of E-7 / EL-7 and Revised E-6 
 

 
1- I submitted a California Solar Initiative (CSI) application and/or a Net 

Energy Metering (NEM) Interconnection Agreement in 2007 for a solar 
generator I plan to install. Why did I recently receive a letter in the mail 
from PG&E about E- 7/EL-7 and what does it mean? 
 
Working with representatives of the solar community, PG&E re-designed a 
solar friendly time-of-use rate for our customers who choose to install solar 
generation, the E-6 rate.  To bridge the time until January 1, 2008 when the 
new rate became available, the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) 
temporarily re-opened the E-7 and EL-7 rates.  Some customers may be 
somewhat better off on E-7, some on the new E-6. 
 
The CPUC decided the E-7/EL-7 rate would only be available until either 
5,000 customers started service on the rate or until the new E-6 rate took 
effect, whichever came first.   
 
When it became apparent that the demand for the E-7/EL-7 rate would 
exceed 5,000, PG&E worked with the solar parties involved in the effort to 
reopen the E-7/EL-7 rate on an interim basis to develop the first-come, first-
served list or queue.  Your position in the queue was based on the earlier 
date of either when you submitted your CSI rebate application or your 
interconnection application for NEM.   
 
PG&E sent the letter you received based on your name being in this queue.  
If your letter said you could choose E-7/EL-7, you can select it, even though it 
is now closed again as long as you are interconnected or are ready to 
interconnect by May 30, 2008. If your letter said you could not select E-7/EL-7 
at this time, you need to interconnect your solar generator using either E-6 or 
E-1. 
 

2- I submitted either a CSI or NEM interconnection application for the E7 
rate before December 31st, 2007.  PG&E indicated there were openings 
for E-7 available.  Why is the E-7/EL-7 rate schedule limited to 5,000 
customers and why am I ineligible to take service on it? 
 
Rate Schedule E-7/EL-7 was closed to new customers in May of 2006, 
consistent with the CPUC-approved settlement in PG&E’s 2003 General Rate 
Case.  The CPUC authorized a limited reopening of E-7/EL-7 in Decision (D.) 
06-12-025 for new solar customers only starting in 2007.  This was done to 
support the CSI until solar-friendly revisions to Rate Schedule E-6/EL-6 could 
be put in place.   



 
This limited reopening started on January 1, 2007 and was set to end when 
either: 
 

• 5,000 new solar customers took service on E-7/EL-7   
OR 

• The new E-6/EL-6 became available (which happened on January 1, 
2008). 

 
The terms of this limited reopening of E-7 were approved by the CPUC with 
input from many parties.  PG&E is only allowed to offer the E-7 and EL-7 rate 
in a manner consistent with these CPUC-approved terms. 
 
The Phase 2 Decision, including the availability of the new solar-friendly E-6 
rate, took effect on January 1, 2008.  As a result, E-7 and EL-7 are now 
closed again to all new customers.   
 
However, since requests for E-7/EL-7 exceeded 5,000, a queue was 
developed based on the earliest contact date in 2007, using either the date 
PG&E received the CSI rebate application or the date we received the 
interconnection application.  This queue will be used to allow up to 5,000 
customers to interconnect in E-7 or EL-7.   
 
 
On December 31, 2007, 900 E-7/EL-7 openings were available.  The E-7/EL-
7 working queue was created in January 2008 and utilized all the NEM  and 
CSI projects that submitted applications to Generation Interconnection 
Services (for Interconnection) or to the CSI (for incentive request and claims) 
but did not reach a successful interconnection in 2007.   
 
These projects were arranged by date of receipt; the first 900 projects having 
permission to interconnect on the E-7 or EL-7 rate schedule.  Pending project 
cancellations or withdrawals from the NEM or CSI programs, the remaining 
customer projects will be notified of a change in their rate options on a case-
by-case basis. 

 
3- How do the E-6 and E-7 rate schedules work and how can I find out 

which one is best for me? 
 
Various commercial and governmental Web sites have software calculators 
that are available to help you calculate your savings with different rate options 
based on information you provide about your usage, planned solar installation 
and geographic location.  PG&E has not assessed their accuracy and cannot 
guarantee their results.  However, on the California Energy Commission’s 
Web site,  there is a rate analysis tool specifically to support California’s solar 
programs called The Clean Power Estimator.  It can help you determine 



which rate option is best for you.  (When you use this Web site, leave the zip 
code on the opening screen blank, and the Estimator will then allow you to 
select a rate schedule.)  This tool is accessible at:   
 
http://www.consumerenergycenter.org/renewables/estimator/index.html 
 

http://www.consumerenergycenter.org/renewables/estimator/index.html

