
PG&E Begins Work at Former Manufactured Gas Plant 
and Nearby Riverbank 

As part of a voluntary program, Pacific Gas and Electric 

Company (PG&E) is evaluating conditions at the site 

of a former manufactured gas plant (MGP) in Napa 

to determine if residues remain from the gas making 

process. The plant operated more than a century 

ago and was located on portions of the property now 

occupied by the Riverside Apartments located at  

201, 211, 221, 241, 251 and 267 Riverside Drive in Napa. 

This work is being done with oversight provided by the 

California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal EPA) 

Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), and in 

coordination with the City of Napa and local residents. 

In January 2010, PG&E purchased the property in  

order to investigate and, if necessary, clean up the site. 

This investigation process involves taking samples of 

soil, soil vapor (the air that fills open spaces between  

soil particles) and groundwater at the Riverside 

Apartments property and soil samples at the nearby 

riverbank. In order to safely conduct future work at the 

site, the apartment complex was closed in August 2010. 

Depending on the results of the investigation, future 

activities at the site could involve heavy construction 

and potential demolition of the Riverside Apartments 

buildings.

Former Manufactured Gas Plant Program

Napa Program Update – Summer 2010
This project update is provided by PG&E.

Former Napa Manufactured Gas Plant

This update is a follow-up to the letter and fact sheet that PG&E provided in February regarding the voluntary Napa MGP program. PG&E 

will provide periodic updates on the program as work continues. For more information about this program, please visit www.pge.com/mgp.



What is a Manufactured Gas Plant (MGP)?
In the mid 1800s and early 1900s, before natural gas was available as an energy source, manufactured gas plants used coal 
and oil to produce gas for lighting, heating and cooking. With the arrival of natural gas in the 1930s, most manufactured gas 
plant sites in California were no longer needed and were closed.

Background
From 1888 to 1905, Napa City Gas Light & Heat and 
Napa Gas & Electric operated a manufactured gas 
plant on portions of the property now occupied by the 
Riverside Apartments. PG&E acquired the plant and took 
over operations in 1905. This plant used coal and oil to 
produce gas for lighting, cooking and heating for the local 
community. In addition to gas, MGPs produced a variety 
of byproducts, some of which were useful and marketable, 
such as coal tar and lampblack. The byproducts that 
could not be sold typically were removed for disposal or 
remained at the MGP site.

PG&E ran the plant until 1924 when it was closed and 
subsequently dismantled. PG&E sold the vacant property 
in 1961, three years before the apartment complex was 

built. In the 1980s, working under the oversight of the 
appropriate state and federal environmental protection 
agencies, PG&E performed testing at this location to 
look for residues from historical gas plant operations. 
We shared all data with the property owner at the time, 
agencies and regulators. No further work was requested 
because the data collected indicated that the site did not 
pose a health concern.

Based on extensive toxicological research of MGP sites 
across the country, there is no indication that the former 
gas plant site poses any health concerns to the public. 
Exposure to MGP residues is not common, because in 
most cases, they are located below the ground surface 
where direct contact is unlikely. 
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Initial Sampling Work
Work at the site is being done according to a formal 
regulatory process and a work plan approved by the Cal 
EPA DTSC. The process first calls for a site investigation, 
and then, if necessary, conducting cleanup work. It is typical 
for this process to take 2-5 years, depending on how much 
work is needed. 

In April, PG&E began the process of collecting soil samples 
to determine if any MGP residues remain. PG&E collected 
samples from along the riverbank near the Riverside 
Apartment complex. In order to avoid disruption to the 
remaining Riverside Apartments tenants, sampling of the 

apartment complex property will be done after it has been 
completely vacated in late August. 

Samples collected will be sent to a California-certified 
laboratory for analysis and provided to Cal EPA DTSC.  
A final report of the findings will be submitted to Cal EPA 
DTSC for review and approval. The findings of the report 
will be shared with the community through fact sheets, 
PG&E and Cal EPA DTSC’s websites and will be available 
for review at the information repository located at the Napa 
Public Library.

Since purchasing the Riverside Apartments property, PG&E has: 
•	Opened a resident assistance office to help Riverside 

Apartments tenants find permanent replacement housing

•	Held group and one-on-one meetings with Riverside 
Apartments tenants to inform them about the relocation 
assistance

•	Assisted more than 20 families from the Riverside 
Apartments find permanent replacement housing

•	Mailed a letter and fact sheet to residents in the 
neighborhood explaining the work planned for the site

•	Met with City of Napa officials and other local key 
stakeholders to gather input and inform them of our 
program

•	Worked with Cal EPA DTSC and the City of Napa to 
develop a plan for testing the property and the adjacent 
riverbank for MGP residues

•	Collected soil samples from the riverbank near the 
Riverside Apartment complex

Riverside Apartments located at 201, 211, 221, 241, 251 and 267 Riverside Drive, Napa
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For more information about the Napa MGP program, please visit www.pge.com/mgp.
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For More Information

Contact PG&E

For more information about our program, please contact Betsy Brunswick, 
PG&E Project Manager, at (707) 501-4517 or visit www.pge.com/mgp. 

Contact DTSC

If you have any questions for Cal EPA DTSC, the regulatory agency 
overseeing the project, contact Project Manager Tedd Yargeau at  
(818) 717-6545, or by e-mail to tyargeau@dtsc.ca.gov. You may also  
contact Cal EPA DTSC Public Participation Supervisor Mona Arteaga  
Bontty at (714) 816-1978, or by e-mail to MBontty@dtsc.ca.gov.

Project Timeline
•	 January	2010: PG&E purchases 

Riverside Apartments 

•	 February	2010: PG&E begins 
meetings with tenants and opens 
relocation assistance office

•	 February	2010: Cal EPA DTSC 
approves the Final Initial Sampling 
Investigation Workplan

•	 February	2010	to	August	2010: 
PG&E assists Riverside Apartments 
tenants with finding permanent 
replacement housing

•	 August	2010: Riverside  
Apartments closed

Next StepS
•	 April	to	September	2010: PG&E 

collects soil samples from the 
Riverside Apartments complex and 
nearby riverbank

•	 Winter	2010/2011: PG&E and Cal 
EPA DTSC collect and review sampling 
results to determine next steps

Additional Sampling and Site Work
Depending on the results of the initial sampling, PG&E and Cal EPA DTSC 
may decide that more sampling or cleanup work is needed. Future activities 
could involve heavy construction and potential demolition of the Riverside 
Apartments located at 201, 211, 221, 241, 251 and 267 Riverside Drive in 
order to access the ground below. Cal EPA DTSC will notify the public prior 
to any significant work taking place. Depending on the level of activity and 
community interest, PG&E may also notify you or host a community meeting. 
If you have any questions about work that is taking place, please feel free to 
contact us at (707) 501-4517. 

Relocation Assistance 
In order to safely conduct work at the Riverside Apartments property, 
the apartments will were closed on August 20, 2010. We know this was a 
significant disruption to the tenants and had a program to help tenants find 
permanent replacement housing. Since February, we helped more than 20 
families find permanent replacement housing.

Fencing and Site Security 
Measures have been taken to secure the Riverside Apartments property, 
including the addition of fencing around the site to prevent unauthorized 
access.

Information Repository

Project documents and reports submitted 
to Cal EPA DTSC are available online 
at the agency’s information repository 
Envirostor (www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov), or 
locally at:

Napa	Public	Library	
580	Coombs	Street	
Napa,	California	94559	
(707)	253-4241


