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Introduction 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) is preparing for an environmental cleanup at 999 3rd Street in San 
Rafael. It is the site of PG&E’s former service center in San Rafael and was the site of a manufactured gas plant 
(MGP) from 1875 to 1960. We will be removing soil containing residues from the coal and oil used to produce gas 
for San Rafael and nearby towns. Major gas production stopped in about 1930, when natural gas became 
available.  The plant subsequently shut down and, as was common practice at the time, some byproducts and 
structures from gas-making operations were left 
underground at the site. 

PG&E is performing this work as part of a company-
wide program to clean up MGP sites. All work will be 
coordinated with the City of San Rafael and overseen 
and approved by the California Environmental 
Protection Agency, Department of Toxic Substances 
Control (DTSC). 

This cleanup project is an important step in allowing 
future property redevelopment for beneficial reuse. 
PG&E has successfully completed similar 
environmental projects at former MGP sites 
throughout its service area, including Santa Cruz, 
Sacramento, Hollister and Lodi.  

What work is planned? 
This project will remove contaminated soil and replace it with clean fill. Work will last 10 to 12 months. Work hours 
will be Monday to Friday between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

Preparing the site for cleanup will include: 

• Installing wind screens/visual barriers on all perimeter fencing;  

• Constructing new site entrance and exit ramps along 3rd and Lindaro streets;  

• Constructing a system to store and treat groundwater removed in conjunction with construction activities;  

• Conducting air quality sampling in the area to establish ambient, pre-construction conditions; and 

• Installing site shoring or cement slurry trenches to support excavation sidewalls. 

Soil cleanup will involve: 

• Phased removal and off-site disposal of approximately 35,000 cubic yards (roughly 52,000 tons) of soil 
containing MGP residues and certain metals using heavy equipment such as excavators and backhoes; 

• Monitoring air quality during excavation to comply with air quality regulations;  

• Constructing a temporary enclosure, applying water, plastic tarps and additional controls to minimize dust 
and odors; 

• Site restoration, including backfilling excavated areas with clean fill, compaction and grading, installing 
new asphalt and landscaping; and  

• Protecting existing buildings in place. 
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Managing off-site impacts 
Truck Traffic: To minimize traffic impacts, a maximum of 35 trucks daily (up to 3 to 5 trucks per hour) will enter 
and exit the site. Trucks will enter from 3rd Street and exit on Lindaro Street, followed by a turn onto 2nd Street. 
Trucks will obey all traffic laws and operate in accordance with City of San Rafael requirements. Safety flaggers 
will help manage pedestrian traffic as trucks enter and exit the site. 

Traffic Flow: During daytime hours, 2nd and 3rd Street traffic may at times move slower than usual as trucks 
enter and exit the project site. We will provide an off-site truck staging area and stagger truck traffic to minimize 
traffic delays. We will also install a deceleration lane along 3rd Street to allow trucks to enter the site without 
impacting adjacent traffic lanes. During commute hours, no more than one truck will enter and exit the site every 
fifteen minutes. 

Noise/Vibrations: Some of this work may cause noise and 
vibrations typical of heavy construction work. To minimize 
these impacts, we will use vibration monitoring equipment, 
adhere to City of San Rafael permitted noise levels, and 
provide advance notice of planned work activity. 

Odors/Dust: Soil being removed contains byproducts from 
historic gas making operations and its removal may create 
some short-term odors similar to petroleum, mothballs or 
roofing tar.  

To minimize odors and dust, a variety of standard techniques 
will be implemented, including the application of water, odor 
suppressants, and covering piles and surfaces with plastic 
sheeting. Temporary protective screening may also be used to 
prevent dust and mist from leaving the site. Excavations will 
be limited in size for best control of potential odor and dust 
issues. 

Before leaving the site, trucks will be covered with tarps and 
cleaned to prevent soil or dust from escaping during transit 
and tires will be cleaned to minimize track-out of materials.  

Air monitoring will be conducted along the perimeter of the property. If monitors report that we are approaching a 
pre-established threshold, PG&E will stop work, assess the situation and take appropriate steps to further control 
dust and odors. We will not resume work until an issue is fully resolved. Our goal is to meet or exceed all 
regulatory requirements set by the Californie Environnemental Protection Agency to protect public health.  

 

How can I get more information? 
PG&E is committed to ongoing, frequent communication regarding this project and will provide advance notice of 
project activities so the community stays well informed. 
 
Our staff will be on-site during construction as-needed and available 24/7 via cell phone to provide quick 
responses. More information can be found online at www.pge.com/san-rafael-MGP or at 
www.envirostor.dstc.ca.gov/public. For questions, concerns or additional information, please contact the PG&E 
toll-free community hotline at 866.247.0581 or remediation@pge.com. 

 
 
A 120’ X 132’ temporary enclosure is proposed for 
this project. These structures are commonly used on 
environmental cleanup projects to limit dust and odor 
impacts to urban communities. By creating a negative 
pressure space, air rushes into the enclosure where it is 
then ventilated through carbon filtration systems before 
returning to the outside.  
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