
 
 

Background 
 

A manufactured gas plant (MGP) operated at 999 3rd Street in San Rafael from the mid 1870s to 1930.  
This plant produced gas for the lighting, cooking and heating needs of local residents.  The plant was shut 
down and put on standby status until 1960, at which time it was dismantled. In 1985, the San Francisco 
Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) issued an Order to investigate and remediate the site of 
the former MGP. Consequently, construction of a slurry wall, monitoring wells, and a groundwater 
extraction and treatment system were completed in 1986. Ongoing monitoring confirms that the remedy 
continues to be effective for treating effected groundwater and protecting human health and the 
environment. 

Recent Work 
 

PG&E has completed an additional remedial investigation at the San Rafael site (referred to as the site) 
The current work is being conducted under the oversight of the Department of Toxic Substances Control 
(DTSC) as part of a voluntary program.  This investigation assessed the need for additional remediation in 
the event of future development of the site.  Field investigations were conducted in several phases over a 
period of two and a half years.  This included the collection hundreds of samples of soil, soil gas and/or 
groundwater from on-site and adjacent off-site locations.  The results of these investigation activities 
were evaluated and presented in a remedial investigation (RI) report, which was submitted to and 
approved by DTSC.  The final report is entitled Final Remedial Investigation Report, Former San Rafael 
Manufactured Gas Plant Site (dated July 23, 2010) and will be available by mid-August at the reference 
desk of the San Rafael Public Library located at 1100 E Street in San Rafael and on-line at 
www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov.  
  

Next Steps - Cleanup Plan 

 
Using the data in the RI Report, we are developing a plan to further cleanup and prepare the site for 
future development.  A Remedial Action Plan and Feasibility Study will evaluate our options and 
recommend a preferred approach.  We anticipate submitting the plan to DTSC in 2011 for review and 
approval. Before the plan is finalized you will be informed of a 30-day public comment period. Anyone 
with comments to the plan may submit them for DTSC to consider before the final clean-up approach is 
approved. Site cleanup activities are tentatively scheduled to start in late 2012. 
 

For More Information 

 
PG&E welcomes your input.  Periodically, you may receive notifications of planned work or updates on our 
progress.  If you would like more information on this project or PG&E’s manufactured gas plant program please call 
(866) 415-6328 or visit our website at:  www.pge.com/mgp 
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