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Central Coast WaveConnect Public Meeting 
Betteravia Government Center, Board Hearing Room 

Santa Maria, CA 
 

February 4, 2010 
 

Meeting Summary 
 
 

Public Meeting Overview 
On February 4, 2010, Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) hosted a public meeting to 
provide information about the proposed Central Coast WaveConnect project off the 
coast of Santa Barbara County. Stations around the room provided information about the 
project schedule and siting, public involvement and environmental review processes, 
wave energy devices, and PG&E’s Humboldt WaveConnect pilot project. The meeting 
began and ended with an open house format during which attendees could view the 
stations and ask questions of the WaveConnect staff and consultants. PG&E provided a 
project overview presentation which is summarized below. Approximately 35 members 
of the community attended this meeting. 
 
Presentation Summary 
Presented by Bill Toman and Don Price, PG&E; Doug Davy, CH2M HILL; and Rick 
Williams, SAIC. 
 
On December 11, 2009, PG&E filed a preliminary permit application with the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to study the feasibility of siting a wave energy 
facility off the coast of Santa Barbara County. If granted, this permit would allow PG&E 
to conduct studies leading to a license and would not authorize construction or 
disturbance of any land or property, or exclude other uses. The proposed study area lies 
roughly offshore of Point Conception north to Point Arguello, up to three nautical miles 
offshore.  
 
PG&E is seeking an initial 10 year, 10 megawatt (MW) facility. If that facility proves 
successful, PG&E will seek to build out the site in phases up to a 100 MW facility. PG&E 
will provide the power directly to Vandenberg Air Force Base (VAFB), with excess power 
delivered to the local electrical grid in Santa Barbara County. 
 
FERC may grant a preliminary permit as early as spring 2010; if so, the project could be 
operational beginning in 2015. Numerous licensing and permitting agencies will be 
involved with environmental review of the project to determine whether a license to 
construct the project is appropriate. PG&E will convene a collaborative group of local 
stakeholders to provide advice about project siting, studies, and other related topics. 
 
Questions from the Community 
PG&E invited questions from the audience after the presentation. Community members 
had multiple questions regarding the project, mainly concerning the wave energy 
devices, infrastructure, and economics.  
 
The public asked about the devices’ preferred water depth, manufacturing locations, and 
advantages over offshore wind technology. A depth of 50 – 100 meters is desired to take 
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advantage of the most energy in the water column. There is no currently existing 
offshore wind technology that would work for this site. In general, although wave energy 
technology is about 20 years behind wind energy technology in development, wave 
energy is predicted to be more dependable and productive than wind because we know 
when waves are coming and their energy is more constant than wind. 
 
In addition, questions were asked regarding the onshore infrastructure and the cabling to 
these components. Onshore infrastructure will include a substation and a 
monitoring/observation station. This project will take advantage of some of VAFB’s 
vacant buildings, roads, and rails to minimize the additional construction needed. The 
submarine cables connecting the devices and onshore facilities will be buried along a 
route as determined after studying the bathymetry. 
 
The community also asked about the longevity of the project and how costs are 
recovered. The initial pilot license can be as long as 10 years, and a traditional license 
can be around 30 years then relicensed for continued use. PG&E has not decided which 
license to pursue for the Central Coast WaveConnect project. Wave energy is expensive 
now ($6000 – $7000/kilowatt), but PG&E anticipates that the cost will become 
competitive with other renewable energy sources over time. The feasibility studies for 
both the Humboldt and Central Coast projects cost $6M and are funded by the U.S. 
Department of Energy and the California Public Utilities Commission. Once the license 
to construct the project is granted, construction and ongoing operation and maintenance 
of the project will likely be funded by PG&E ratepayers. 
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