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OVERVIEW OF STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK 

The general themes of the stakeholder comments received during public webinars and workshops focused on general EPIC related information, notifications for 

bidding opportunities, and in some cases specific questions related to individual vendor product offerings. The answers from each IOU can be found in full using 

the audio recordings from the webinars and workshops. Workshop and webinar audio and slide presentations are available on PG&E’s EPIC webpage at 

http://www.pge.com/en/about/environment/pge/epic/index.page. In addition to documents from the webinars and workshops, a copy of PG&E’s EPIC 2012-2014 

Investment Plan and PG&E’s 

2013 EPIC Annual Report, as well as links to the other Administrators' EPIC information can be found on this webpage. A summary of PG&E's answers to main 

stakeholder inquiries are captured below with a more detailed explanation on pages A2-A4. 

 
Bid Opportunities 

Public bid opportunities related to technology vendors as part of EPIC will be posted on PG&E’s Bid Opportunities webpage at 

http://www.pge.com/en/b2b/purchasing/bidopportunities/index.page. Interested vendors are encouraged to regularly monitor the webpage for updated postings. In 

cases of sole sourcing, as allowed in the decision, PG&E will not post Requests For Proposals but will use PG&E sole sourcing processes. 

 
Vendor Registration 

Vendors interested in partnering with an EPIC 1 (2012-2014 Investment Plan) project are encouraged to review the EPIC 1 Investment Plan and identify the CPUC-

approved project they are interested in. Once they have identified the project or projects, they should register as a vendor on PG&E’s supplier website under the 

“Supplier Profile Registration and Maintenance” link (http://www.pge.com/b2b/purchasing/suppliers/). After completing the supplier registration, vendors should send 

an email to PG&E’s EPIC email address (SGRDProgramManagement@pge.com) noting the project(s) that their company may be able to provide services for and 

providing a brief description of their company’s capabilities for those projects. Vendors interested in EPIC 2 (2015-2017) opportunities should submit comments 

related to specific projects in PG&E’s EPIC 2 Investment Plan. Once the CPUC has approved the EPIC 2 Investment Plan, vendors should then contact PG&E using 

the same methods described above for EPIC 1. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pge.com/en/about/environment/pge/epic/index.page
http://www.pge.com/en/b2b/purchasing/bidopportunities/index.page
http://www.pge.com/b2b/purchasing/suppliers/)
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Date 

 
Stakeholder 

 
Forum 

 
Feedback/Question/Comment 

 
PG&E Response 

21-Feb-14 Member of the 

Public 

2/21/14 Webinar Can electric utilities rely on consumer-owned assets, such as solar inverter, to respond to 

the grid dynamics described here, such as caused by PV solar (i.e., Is it not more typical 

that utilities purchase/deploy dedicated grid equipment owned by the utility)? 

PG&E may evaluate as part of EPIC whether it is feasible for the utility to utilize customer- 

owned assets to assist with grid operations. 

21-Feb-14 Member of the 

Public 

2/21/14 Webinar If a vendor has a new technology solution that addresses one of the identified focus areas 

but that vendor is not yet part of a project in an IOU's First Triennial plan, should that 

vendor focus on the Second Triennial Plan or do opportunities remain in the first 

investment plan? 

Many opportunities still exist for EPIC 2012-2014 projects as well as the proposed 2015- 

2017 projects.  Please refer to the website for each program administrator. The two 

triennial periods should be viewed separately. 

21-Feb-14 Member of the 

Public 

2/21/14 Webinar Question is whether there are geographical restrictions on the CEC funds or the IOU 

funds. We are in an area served by a municipal utility. Does that affect our ability to 

submit proposals? Must demonstration projects be in IOU service areas? 

Although a project cannot be focused around delivering benefits for a municipal utility 

and should be focused on demonstration related to the IOU grid, the geographic location 

of the vendor’s office does not have to be within the IOU service territory. 

21-Feb-14 Member of the 

Public 

2/21/14 Webinar Are there any restrictions or comments regarding participation of government agencies or 

FFRDCs as part of a team? 

No, there are no restrictions and partnerships that help expand the impact of EPIC dollars 

are encouraged. 

 Member of the 

Public 

2/21/14 Webinar Given the rapid rate of increase in innovations, do the IOUs see the process of getting 

certifications such as UL changing in the future? Does EPIC address such issues? 

PG&E is mindful of standards and certifications. The IOU-allocated portion of EPIC funds is 

focused on Technology Demonstration and Deployment, and does not specifically focus 

on the adoption of various certifications. However, certifications could be considered as 

part of specific projects and/or demonstration activities where relevant. 

21-Feb-14 Member of the 

Public 

2/21/14 Webinar On the customer side, do the terms 'DG' and 'DER' include gas-fired generation devices 

(i.e., CHP, fuel cells, etc..)? 

In general, these can refer to any customer-side power source. 

21-Feb-14 Member of the 

Public 

2/21/14 Webinar Is there interest in cloud prediction technologies together with PV modeling to better 

estimate the impact on grid stability? 

PG&E is receptive to project ideas that conform to EPIC principles and have the potential 

to advance safety, reliability and/or cost-efficiency/affordable  policy attainment 

21-Feb-14 Member of the 

Public 

2/21/14 Webinar Many of the areas presented here have been addressed as a part of the ARRA funded 

projects. What steps are being taken to benefit from the findings of these other projects? 

PG&E actively collaborates with existing project teams and other RD&D organizations to 

leverage investments. In some cases PG&E has identified EPIC projects that specifically 

leverage and/or collaborate with previously funded ARRA, PIER or other RD&D efforts.  It 

is important to also note that IOU EPIC funds are focused on the grid specific technology 

demonstration and deployment activities necessary to assess the costs, benefits and 

operating characteristics specific to each IOUs grid environment. 

21-Feb-14 Member of the 

Public 

2/21/14 Webinar Is energy conservation, such as CVR (conservation voltage reduction) a priority application 

under EPIC funding? 

Energy conservation through various means is a focus area throughout PG&Es EPIC plans - 

please refer to the specific demonstration projects for additional details. 

21-Feb-14 Member of the 

Public 

2/21/14 Webinar Is there interest in Hybrid PV-Thermal solar systems where the thermal part is stored and 

used to run a  turbine, i.e., cost benefits of PV combined with storage benefits of CSP? 

The CA IOUs are not authorized to utilize EPIC funding for generation only projects. 

17-Mar-14 California Institute 

for Energy and 

Environment (CIEE) 

3/17/14 Workshop It sounded like, but no one actually said in any of your projects that you were looking at 

using data taken from customer behaviors to be able to either better model and predict 

what the load behavior is going to be under transient conditions, and even longer term 

projections, or actually measure it.  So I was just curious if that is a problem that you’re 

addressing in some of this research. 

Demonstrating load behavior and changes to that behavior, including  DG, increased 

potential for storage, and other factors is envisioned as part of EPIC TD&D plans. 
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PG&E Response 

17-Mar-14 Benningfield Group 3/17/14 Workshop There is a  lot of demand on water outside of just electricity.  Is that part of the research 

that you’re going to be doing, too? But there’s other utilities out there that are not 

generating electricity, but that are using the exact same resource as you are, and the 

constraints like you were talking about the grid planners that were thinking about the 

past. There will be other constraints in the future on the use of water for generation that 

we’ve just barely seen the tip of the iceberg on. 

The utility portion of the EPIC program is not focused on generation and/or water impact. 

17-Mar-14 Member of the 

Public 

3/17/14 Workshop If it were anticipated that the construction of new nuclear power plants in California was 

to be permitted in the future, would the utilities consider R&D in the area of nuclear 

power? 

The utility portion of the EPIC program is not focused on generation. 

27-Mar-14 Clean Coalition Written Comment The Clean Coalition accelerates the transition to renewable energy and a modern grid 

through technical, policy, and project development expertise. We conduct comprehensive 

cost-benefit analyses and establish community microgrids to prove that local renewables 

provide a reliable and cost-effective foundation for a modern power system. We leverage 

our experience to drive policy innovation that supports the transition to a renewables 

based energy system. Our unique combination of technical, policy, and project 

development expertise enables us to achieve effective results. 

PG&E appreciates and acknowledges the information provided by Clean Coalition and is 

open to collaboration opportunities. 

27-Mar-14 Electric Power 

Research Institute 

(EPRI) 

Written Comment EPRI believes it is extremely important to address public health and environmental issues 

proactively as the EPIC Plan is rolled out, particularly when it comes to demonstration and 

deployment of new technology. EPRI poses the following questions: 

 

   1) Would an independent and credible entity be a valuable resource to the Commission 

and the IOUs as research and demonstration projects are rolled out in response to the 

Investment Plan? 

1) Yes, independent entities are very valuable to the EPIC process.  In addition to 

providing feedback at Stakeholder meetings during the development of the Investment 

Plan, independent entities are encouraged to review the EPIC Annual Reports. Final 

reports outlining findings and results on completed projects will be included with the 

EPIC Annual Reports. 

   2) How would an entity like EPRI best offer its services and expertise to the Commission 

and the IOUs during the procurement process? 

2) EPRI can most benefit the IOUs by helping identify potential investment area gaps or 

overlaps during the creation of the Investment Plan. Additionally, entities are encouraged 

to engage on project solicitations or partnerships where they can provide benefit to the 

project. Public solicitations will be posted to the PG&E Bid Opportunity webpage. 

   3) What would be the process or procedure for the Commission to have further 

conversations with EPRI regarding how best to address the environmental and human 

health aspects of the IOU’s and Commission’s Second Investment Plans? 

3)  Question directed at the Commission, not PG&E. 
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28-Mar-14 National Resource 

Defense Council 

(NRDC) 

Written Comment NRDC strongly supports the EPIC program, which it expects to continue California’s 

tradition of leadership in clean energy research and development, with numerous 

benefits for utility customers. We are pleased to see that both the CEC’s proposed 

initiatives and the IOUs’ proposed demonstration projects promise to fulfill this goal. 

In general, the topic areas proposed during the stakeholder meetings were meant to 

highlight specific projects or project areas, they were not all inclusive or meant to 

demonstrate priority. PG&E is dedicated to the support of integrating renewables safely, 

reliably and cost-effectively to advance California's energy policy goals and has included in 

its EPIC Second Triennial Plan the projects NRDC highlights below, and acknowledges 

NRDC's support for these projects. 

   1) PG&E’s most likely “Renewables and Distributed Energy Resources Integration” project 

appears to be “Evaluating Storage on the Distribution Grid,” although slides indicate it 

may have previously been “Demonstrate Distributed Generation visibility, monitoring & 

tracking for grid integration.” We additionally urge PG&E to raise the priority of the DG 

visibility project, which will be extremely valuable to integrating renewables and 

advancing EPIC goals. 

 

   2) PG&E’s most likely “Grid Modernization and Optimization” project is on “Emergency 

Preparedness Modeling & Emergency Management Mobile Applications.” While an 

extremely important project, we would urge PG&E to strongly consider the proposed 

project to “Demonstrate the Substation of the Future” or “digital substation,” which 

could make distributed resources visible to both PG&E and the ISO, easing integration 

and making them more valuable and cost effective. 

 

   3) PG&E’s most likely “Customer Focused Products and Services” project involves “Real- 

time energy usage feedback for customers.” This is a valuable project that will help 

modernize energy efficiency and demand response efforts. 

 

 


